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You Have the Words of Eternal Life 
 

August 18, 2024 
 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Our Lord has argued with His enemies and insists that His flesh is real food 
and His blood real drink. Even the truth can sometimes be unsettling. The 
disciples are not sure what to make of it all and watched as many of His 
followers abandoned Jesus. Peter speaks what is on all our hearts. The way 
of faith in Christ is not easy, but what choice do we have? Where else is the 
One who keeps His promises and delivers what He says? Christ alone is 
the Word of eternal life. 
 
 

https://firstlutherantc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flctc
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship service today. In 1 Corinthians 
Chapter Ten, Paul writes about the Lord’s Supper saying, “The bread that we 
break, isn’t it a participation in the body of Christ? The cup that we bless, isn’t it a 
participation in the blood of Christ?” That’s why we believe, teach, and confess 
that Christ is truly present as we receive the bread and the wine. In this Supper 
we are participating in the true body and blood of Jesus in a real yet mysterious 
way and by faith we receive Him in the bread and wine. Therefore, we ask all 
who commune, including our own members, to examine themselves  
before reception: 
 

 + I am a baptized believer in Jesus Christ. 
 + I believe that, because of my sin, I am not adequate to make  

myself acceptable to God. 
+ I believe that God forgives and accepts me by His grace through  

Jesus Christ who died for my sins. 
+ I believe that in this Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the risen Christ 

comes to me in, with and under the bread and wine, assuring me of 
the forgiveness of my sins. 

+ I want to receive this Sacrament today to renew my baptismal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and to rededicate my life in Christian 
faith, hope and love. 
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 PREPARATION  
 
 

HYMN “In Thee Is Gladness”  Hymnal Page 818 
 

1. In Thee is gladness     2. Since He is ours, 
Amid all sadness,     We fear no powers, 
Jesus, sunshine of my heart.    Not of earth nor sin nor death. 
By Thee are given     He sees and blesses 
The gifts of heaven,     In worst distresses; 
Thou the true Redeemer art.    He can change them with a breath. 
Our souls Thou wakest,    Wherefore the story 
Our bonds Thou breakest;    Tell of His glory 
Who trusts Thee surely    With hearts and voices; 
Has built securely;     All heav'n rejoices 
He stands forever: Alleluia!    In Him forever: Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining     We shout for gladness, 
To see Thy shining,     Triumph o'er sadness, 
Dying or living      Love Him and praise Him 
To Thee are cleaving;     And still shall raise Him 
Naught can us sever: Alleluia!   Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 34:8–10 
 

Pastor: Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints; 
People: those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. Blessed is the man who 

takes refuge in Him! 
 

Silence for self-examination 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 
fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to 
us His only Son to suffer and die for our salvation. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: He who began this good work in you will bring it to completion on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Greet one another with the sign of peace. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

INTROIT  Psalm 111:1–5, 9; antiphon: v. 10 
 

Pastor: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it 
have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! 

 

People: Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
   in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the LORD, 
   studied by all who delight in them. 

Pastor: Full of splendor and majesty is His work, 
   and His righteousness endures forever. 

People: He has caused His wondrous works to be remembered; 
   the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear Him; 
   He remembers His covenant forever. 

Pastor: He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His  
covenant forever. 
   Holy and awesome is His name! 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
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KYRIE       Hymnal page 168 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, 
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow 
His steps in the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ,  
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING    Proverbs 9:1–10 
 

(“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.”) 
 

9 1 Wisdom has built her house; 

     she has hewn her seven pillars. 
2 She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine; 
    she has also set her table. 
3 She has sent out her young women to call 
    From the highest places in the town, 
4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” 
    To him who lacks sense she says, 
5 “Come, eat of my bread 
    and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6 Leave your simple ways, and live, 
    and walk in the way of insight.” 
7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
    and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 
8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
    reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
    teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
    And the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM Psalm 34:12–22; antiphon: v. 11 
 

12 What man is there who desires life 
    and loves many days, that he may see good? 
13 Keep your tongue from evil 
    and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14 Turn away from evil and do good; 
    seek peace and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 
    and His ears toward their cry. 
16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
    to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 
    and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
    and saves the crushed in spirit. 
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19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
    but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
20 He keeps all his bones; 
    not one of them is broken. 
21 Affliction will slay the wicked, 
    and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22 The LORD redeems the life of His servants; 
    none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 

 
 

EPISTLE  Ephesians 5:6–21 
 

(Walk not as the unwise but as the wise in faith.) 
 

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with 
them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),  
10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things 
that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
    and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use 
of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 6:51–69 
 

(“You have the words of eternal life.”) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”  
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give us His 
flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds 
on My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on My flesh 
and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I 
live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on Me, he also will live because of Me.  
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, 
and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things in 
the synagogue, as He taught at Capernaum. 60 When many of His disciples heard it, 
they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in Himself 
that His disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 
62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where He was before?  
63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken 
to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who 
would betray Him.) 65 And He said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to Me 
unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 After this many of His disciples turned back 
and no longer walked with Him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go 
away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, 
that You are the Holy One of God.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”    

         Hymnal page 655, verses 1 and 2 
 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, 
Curb those who by deceit or sword For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son Defend Your holy Church that we 
And bring to naught all He has done. May sing your praise eternally. 
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SERMON – “Totally For You” 
 
 

CREED  Nicene Creed 
 

People: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both     
   the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is      
   worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer before You our common supplications 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world. So guide and 
govern it by Your Holy Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Send down upon all ministers 
of the Gospel and upon the congregations committed to their care the 
healthful spirit of Your grace that they may please You in all things. 

 

Behold in mercy all who are in authority over us. Supply them with  
Your blessing that they may be inclined to Your will and walk according to 
Your Commandments. We humbly ask Your abiding presence in every 
situation that You would make known Your ways among us. Preserve those 
who travel, satisfy the wants of Your creatures, and help those who call 
upon You in any need that they may have patience in the midst of suffering 
and, according to Your will, be released from their afflictions; through  
Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”      

         Hymnal 722, verses 1 and 2 
 

1. Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. 
Without Your grace and favor I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way. 
 

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear, 
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 
Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe. 
For when Your hand is guiding, In peace I go. 
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 SACRAMENT  
 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient 
unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us 
from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

SANCTUS       Hymnal page 178 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  Lord God of power and might: 
  Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,  
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in 
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth 
to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross 
and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



13 

 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI       Hymnal page 180 
 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 
life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us  
Your Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received the Holy Sacrament, 
we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace,  
the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN “O Bless the Lord, My Soul”   Hymnal 814 
 

1. O bless the Lord, my soul!    4. He crowns thy life with love 
Let all within me join     When ransomed from the grave; 
And aid my tongue to bless His name  He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Whose favors are divine.    Hath sov'reign pow'r to save. 
 

2. O bless the Lord, my soul,    5. He fills the poor with good; 
Nor let His mercies lie     He gives the suff'rers rest. 
Forgotten in unthankfulness    The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
And without praises die!    And justice for th'oppressed. 
 

3. 'Tis He forgives thy sins;    6. His wondrous works and ways 
'Tis He relieves thy pain;    He made by Moses known, 
'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses   But sent the world His truth and grace 
And makes thee young again.   By His beloved Son. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. 
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

Pastoral Care: 
 

 Please contact – 
     Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613 
 
 

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor:  Pastor Kenneth Frese 
Greeter:  Norma Boehne 
Reader:  Richard Swanson 
Musician:  Christine Geltz 
Ushers:  Craig Boehne, Donald Lammerts, & Dave Lassanske 
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PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY 
 

Philip Caballero: Please pray for his family during their time of grief and loss, especially 
for Patricia. 
 

Debbie Morrow: This former student from First Lutheran School (who is the niece of 
Pat Grabowski and Connie Kean) shall be receiving heavy duty chemo treatments for 
her cancer approximately every three weeks. Please pray for her cancer struggles to 
be healed. 
 

Anna Rosteck: Please continue to pray for our missionary during her transition period 
as she continues to prepare for her return to Africa. In addition, please pray for Anna’s 
ability to maintain good health. Any correspondence to Anna may be mailed to: 
 

709 42ndA Street North, Great Falls MT (Montana) 59405 
 
 

Sunday Worship at Home 
 

If you are unable to attend worship, you can listen to 
the Lutheran Hour sermon at 8:00 a.m. on station 
KBRT AM 740 each Sunday. 
 

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 
you can view Worship Anew at 8:30 a.m. on Sundays. 
This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne Seminary in 
Indiana. For those people who have a computer, the Worship Anew worship service 
can be viewed via the internet at any time. 
 

You may also access sermons online by going to: 
https://firstlutherantc.org/Media 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 

SUNDAY  TODAY – AUGUST 18 
9:30 a.m.  Fellowship time 
9:45 a.m.  Bible Study and Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 
 

Saturday Prayer Group, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This group is currently 
meeting via the telephone. Let Jo Tschopp know if you want to participate. 
 

https://firstlutherantc.org/
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Christine Geltz’s 50th Anniversary Party 
 

Mark your calendar for September 7th, 2024! 
This event is in appreciation of Christine’s 50 

years of Christian music ministry here at  
First Lutheran Church. We hope that you will 
join us in this special tribute. Please note that 
Reservations is required, and will close on 

August 24th, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.  
Go to https://firstlutherantc.org/Events to 
complete the registration. 
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