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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Reacting to the Unbelievable

April 7, 2024

AS WE GATHER

When Thomas finally met Jesus, alive again after Easter, he went from
demanding proof to a personal confession of faith, “My Lord and my God.” It
would have been a different story had the news been false. The rest of the
Jerusalem congregation truly exhibited Easter faith when they became a
welcoming community, one that shared with newcomers whatever they
needed. The news was unbelievable, but so were the responses—in word
and deed as faith saw the freeing truth: we need fear nothing, not even
death. We have heard the news as well. How shall we respond?


https://firstlutherantc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flctc

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship service today. In 1 Corinthians
Chapter Ten, Paul writes about the Lord’s Supper saying, “The bread that we
break, isn’t it a participation in the body of Christ? The cup that we bless, isn't it a
participation in the blood of Christ?” That's why we believe, teach, and confess
that Christ is truly present as we receive the bread and the wine. In this Supper
we are participating in the true body and blood of Jesus in a real yet mysterious
way and by faith we receive Him in the bread and wine. Therefore, we ask all
who commune, including our own members, to examine themselves

before reception:

+
+

+

| am a baptized believer in Jesus Christ.

| believe that, because of my sin, | am not adequate to make
myself acceptable to God.

| believe that God forgives and accepts me by His grace through
Jesus Christ who died for my sins.

| believe that in this Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the risen Christ
comes to me in, with and under the bread and wine, assuring me of
the forgiveness of my sins.

| want to receive this Sacrament today to renew my baptismal
relationship with Jesus Christ, and to rededicate my life in Christian
faith, hope and love.




¥ PREPARATION *

HYMN  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” Hymnal page 474, verse 1

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen!

Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb,

Heaven forever!

Oh, what a miracle God has insight!
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:5:10; 2:1b-2

Pastor: This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship
with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

People: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

Pastor: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we
make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor: If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore as a called and ordained servant
of Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the &
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: He isrisen indeed. Alleluia!



= WORD *

HYMN OF PRAISE “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”

2. Walking the way,

Christ in the center

Telling the story to open our eyes;
Breaking our bread, Giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:

Give God the glory! Alleluia!

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Hymnal page 474, verse 2

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us

pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” Hymnal page 474, verses 3 and 4

3. Jesus the vine, 4. Weeping be gone;

We are the branches; Sorrow, be slient:

Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!”

Gift of the future now flowing to me. Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Jesus is risen and we shall arise:

Give God the glory! Alleluia! Give God the glory! Alleluia!



SALUTATION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection
People: may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is
Lord and God,;

Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, Your & Son, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

(Believers use everything they have to help one another.)

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. ** There was not a
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them
and brought the proceeds of what was sold 3° and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All the believers were one

in heart and mind. j
No one claimed that any "

of their possessions /’

was their ow, o £

but they shared =" 7o o0

evergthing 2770 <

fheq had. y T

Acts 132



PSALM Psalm 148
(Praise the name of the LORD)

148 1 Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise Him in the heights!
2 Praise Him, all His angels;
praise Him, all His hosts!
3 Praise Him, sun and moon,
praise Him, all you shining stars!
4 Praise Him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD!
For He commanded and they were created.
® And He established them forever and ever;
He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
" Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all deeps,
8 fire and hail, snow and mist,
stormy wind fulfilling His word!
9 Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
10 Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds!
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
12Young men and maidens together,
old men and children!
13 et them praise the name of the LORD,
for His name alone is exalted;
His majesty is above earth and heaven.
4 He has raised up a horn for His people,
praise for all His saints,
for the people of Israel who are near to Him.
Praise the LORD!



EPISTLE 1 John 1:1—2:2

(God is Light; He forgives our sins.)

1 ' That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the
Word of Life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to
us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

3 This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is Light,
and in Him is no darkness at all. ¢ If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the Light, as He is in
the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. ® If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. '° If we say we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

2 ' My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
Hymnal Page 470, verses 1 to 4

1. O sons and daughters of the King, 3. An angel clad in white they see,
Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, Who sits and speaks unto the three,
Today the grave hath lost its sting! "Your Lord will go to Galilee."

Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!

2. That Easter morn, at break of day, 4. That night the Apostles met in fear;
The faithful women went their way Among them came their master dear
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. And said: "My peace be with you here."
Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!



HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

(Thomas professes Jesus as his Lord and God.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

9 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 22 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and
His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so | am sending you.”

22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 2 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 2 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. ?° So the other disciples told him,

“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the mark of
the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into His
side, | will never believe.” 2 Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” # Then He said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do not
disbelieve, but believe.” 2 Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.” 3 Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 3! but these are written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in His name.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
Hymnal page 470, verses 6 and 8

6. "My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8. How blest are they that have not seen
And look upon My hands, My feet; And yet whose faith has constant been,
Not faithless but believing be." For they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!

SERMON



CREED Nicene Creed

People: |believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Acts 4:34-35

Pastor: We read again a portion of the First Reading: “There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”

Let us also respond to God’s Word in song and prayer using the hymn
“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” as a guide.

HYMN  “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Hymnal page 848, verse 1

1. Lord, whose love through humble service
Bore the weight of human need,

Who upon the cross, forsaken,

Offered mercy’s perfect deed,

We, Your servants, bring the worship

Not of voice alone, but heart,

Consecrating to Your purpose

Ev'ry gift that You impart.

Pastor: Lord Jesus, we pray that You would use us and the gifts You have given to
us to serve anyone in need. Open our eyes to see opportunities near and
far in which we may serve Your gracious plans. All that we have and are
belongs to You.

People: Risen Christ, grant us to be of one heart and soul, sharing not only
our common faith but all that we are and have.

HYMN  “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Hymnal page 848, verse 2

2. Still Your children wander homeless;
Still the hungry cry for bread;

Still the captives long for freedom,;

Still in grief we mourn our dead.

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love Your Spirit kindles

Still to save and make us whole.

10



Pastor:

People:

HYMN

We pray for people who are homeless, hungry, captive, and in mourning.
Surround them, heavenly Father, with people of faith in our risen Savior,
brothers and sisters who will tend to them with compassion and love.
We pray for those near and dear to us. Wherever Your plans include us,
O Lord,

open our hearts and hands, voices and resources to share the
difference Easter makes for all who trust in our risen Savior.

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Hymnal page 848, verse 3

3. As we worship, grant us vision,

Till Your love’s revealing light

In its height and depth and greatness,
Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving,

Your abundant life to share.

Pastor:

People:

HYMN

We pray for those who are rich and those who are poor, those who
influence our nation and those who live unnoticed. O Holy Spirit, be among
our brothers and sisters—those who have vast resources; all who make,
administer, and judge our laws; and parents, teachers, and counselors—
all who know Christ as their living Lord.

Give them courage and caring hearts so that through them

Your will shall be done.

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Hymnal page 848, verse 4

4. Called by worship to Your service,
Forth in Your dear name we go,

To the child, the youth, the aged,

Love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, good-will and comfort,
Counsel aid, and peace we give,

That Your servants, Lord, in freedom
May Your mercy known and live.

Pastor:

People:

We pray for our congregation, its programs of outreach and growth, and all
who worship here. Lord over all, be with us and enliven us to do Your will in
Easter joy.

Give us strength to show forth the difference Easter makes for us.
Guide and protect us, heavenly Father, that we may serve You and the
people around us in the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen.
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OFFERING

OFFERTORY

“In Thee Is Gladness”

1. In Thee is gladness

Amid all sadness,

Jesus, sunshine of my heart.
By Thee are given

The qifts of heaven,

Thou the true Redeemer art.
Our souls Thou wakest,

Our bonds Thou breakest;
Who trusts Thee surely

Has built securely;

He stands forever:

Alleluia!

Our hearts are pining

To see Thy shining,

Dying or living

To Thee are cleaving;
Naught can us sever:

Hymnal page 818

2. Since He is ours,

We fear no powers,

Not of earth nor sin nor death.
He sees and blesses

In worst distresses;

He can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story

Tell of His glory

With hearts and voices;

All heav'n rejoices

In Him forever:

Alleluia!

We shout for gladness,
Triumph o'er sadness,

Love Him and praise Him
And still shall raise Him

Glad hymns forever:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
% SACRAMENT *

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And
most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Hymnal page 178

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of power and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You did not spare Your only
Son but gave Him into death that we might have life. Though we cannot
understand Your love or comprehend eternity, we lift our voices in
thanksgiving and pray You to strengthen us through this Sacrament to
serve as Your witnesses.

Use us, we pray, so that the people around us will see our faith in all
Your gracious promises.

Gathered in Jesus’ name, we pray that You would forgive, renew, and
strengthen us. Gather us with all who are faithful so that together we may
join the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.

To You alone, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20;1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My ¥ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My & blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb,
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI Hymnal page 180

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:

grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
We give You thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
Sacrament.

People: We pray that You would strengthen us by it to use each day to praise
Your gracious name and pass Your love on to those whom we meet;

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.

People: Amen.

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People: He isrisen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve our living Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN  “He’s Risen, He's Risen” Hymnal page 480, verses 1 and 5

1. He’s risen, He’'s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;

He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song,

And, earth, sea, and mountain, their praises prolong.

A 5. Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2.
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Pastoral Care:
Please contact —

Pastor Scott Ganas at: (951) 795-8162, or
Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Pastor Scott Ganas

Greeter: Connie Kean

Reader: Richard Swanson

Musician: Christine Geltz

Ushers: Craig Boehne, Donald Lammerts, & Dave Lassanske

PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY

Philip Caballero: Please pray for his speedy recovery from his several falls and low
sodium situation.

Jean Hyland: A long time member suffered a fall and passed away on March 7,
2024. Please pray for her family during their time of grief and loss. There will be a
memorial service planned here on May 18", 2024 (Saturday) at 11:00 a.m.

Debbie Morrow: This former student from First Lutheran School (who is the niece of
Pat Grabowski and Connie Kean) shall be receiving heavy duty chemo treatments for
her cancer approximately every three weeks. Please pray for her cancer struggles to
be healed.
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Anna Rosteck: Pray for our Missionary as she continues to deal with her various
cancer issues. (She is Pat Grabowski's and Connie Kean’s niece.) In addition, you may
send Get Well greeting cards to her at:

Sunday Worship at Home

709 42"9A Street North, Great Falls MT (Montana) 59405
If you are unable to attend worship, you can listen to
the Lutheran Hour sermon at 8:00 a.m. on station

____...=-~;a-——
KBRT AM 740 each Sunday.

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 wo Rs HIP
you can view Worship Anew at 8:30 a.m. on ANEW

Sundays. This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne
Seminary in Indiana. For those people who have a computer, the Worship Anew
worship service can be viewed via the internet at any time.

You may, also, access Pastor Scott’s sermon online by going to:
https://firstlutherantc.org/Media

THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN

SUNDAY TODAY - APRIL 7
9:30 a.m. Fellowship time
9:45 a.m. Bible Study and Sunday School

UPCOMING EVENT FOR NEXT WEEK

SUNDAY APRIL 14
9:30 a.m. Fellowship time
9:45 a.m. Missionary Updates from Anna Rostek

Senior group, formerly called Major Leaguers is cancelled until further notice.

Saturday Prayer Group, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This group is, currently,
meeting via the telephone. Let Jo Tschopp know if you want to participate.
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