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Easter People Abide 
 

May 5, 2024 
 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The hymn text “Abide with Me,” by English clergyman Henry Lyte, has a 
history that assists in making the words of hope and comfort in the text 
memorable. Yet, in reflecting on the true importance of the hymn, it is not 
the circumstances surrounding why it was written that gives it beauty but the 
words themselves that the author wrote. In timeless poetry, Lyte 
underscores the meaning of God’s presence in the life of the Christian as he 
writes: “I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless” (LSB 878:5). Our Lord 
abides with us not only at eventide, but at all times and in all places. Here 
and now let us bring to this caring God our thanks and praise!  
 
 

https://firstlutherantc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flctc
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship service today. In 1 Corinthians 
Chapter Ten, Paul writes about the Lord’s Supper saying, “The bread that we 
break, isn’t it a participation in the body of Christ? The cup that we bless, isn’t it a 
participation in the blood of Christ?” That’s why we believe, teach, and confess 
that Christ is truly present as we receive the bread and the wine. In this Supper 
we are participating in the true body and blood of Jesus in a real yet mysterious 
way and by faith we receive Him in the bread and wine. Therefore, we ask all 
who commune, including our own members, to examine themselves  
before reception: 
 

 + I am a baptized believer in Jesus Christ. 
 + I believe that, because of my sin, I am not adequate to make  

myself acceptable to God. 
+ I believe that God forgives and accepts me by His grace through  

Jesus Christ who died for my sins. 
+ I believe that in this Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the risen Christ 

comes to me in, with and under the bread and wine, assuring me of 
the forgiveness of my sins. 

+ I want to receive this Sacrament today to renew my baptismal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and to rededicate my life in Christian 
faith, hope and love. 
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 PREPARATION  
 
 

HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Hymnal page 686, verses 1 and 4 
 

1. Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,  4. Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;   I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,   Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, 
Call for songs of loudest praise.   How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
While the hope of endless glory   Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
Fills my heart with joy and love,   Take my ransom'd soul away; 
Teach me ever to adore Thee;   Send Thine angels soon to carry 
May I still Thy goodness prove.   Me to realms of endless day. 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 146:1–2, 5, 10 
 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 

Pastor: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

Pastor: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
People: whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 

Pastor: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
People: Praise the LORD! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
People: Gracious God, in heartfelt repentance we admit and confess our 

sinfulness. We are sin-stained people by nature. Each day we have 
sinned and done things we ought not to have done and have not done 
that which we are to have been doing as Your servants. We have not 
seen people in the loving way that You see them. We have not always 
been ready to care and quick to help. We do indeed deserve Your 
punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we 
come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is in the merits of Your Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Abide with us and 
grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By the power of the Holy Spirit at 
work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that reflect Your 
goodness and love. 

 

Pastor: God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes and graciously 
hears our supplications. By the command of our Lord and as His called and 
ordained servant, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

INTROIT  Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 
 

Pastor: Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what He has done for my soul. 

People: Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 

 

Pastor: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, 
People: who has kept our soul among the living 

and has not let our feet slip. 
 

Pastor: Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer or removed His 
steadfast love from me! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what He has done for my soul. 
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KYRIE         Hymnal page 168 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Christ the Eternal Lord”      
         Hymnal page 829, verses 1 and 2 
 

1. Christ the eternal Lord,    2. Christ the unchanging Word 
Whose promise here we claim,   To ev'ry passing age, 
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured  Whose timeless teachings still are heard 
On all who name Your name;   Set forth on Scripture's page; 
With thankfulness and praise    Transform our thought and mind, 
We stand before Your throne,   Enlighten all who read, 
Intent to serve You all our days   Within Your Word by faith to find 
And make Your glory known.    The bread of life indeed. 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we 
may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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FIRST READING    Acts 10:34–48 
 

(People from every nation are accepted by God.) 
 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is 
acceptable to Him. 36 As for the word that He sent to Israel, preaching good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that He did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree, 40 but God raised Him on 
the third day and made Him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 
42 And He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets 
bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through 
His name.” 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with 
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 98 
 

98 1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for He has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and His holy arm 
    have worked salvation for Him. 
2 The LORD has made known His salvation; 
    He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who dwell in it! 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the LORD, for He comes 
    to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity. 

 
 

EPISTLE  1 John 5:1–8 
 

(The victory of Christ overcomes the world.) 
 

5 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. 2 By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey His commandments.  
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  
5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the 
Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the 
blood; and these three agree. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 15:9–17 
 

(Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
9 As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Abide in My love. 10 If you keep  
My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that My 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is My commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what 
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from My 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to you. 17 These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”      Hymnal page 700 
 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,   3. Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!  Let us all Thy life receive; 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,   Suddenly return, and never, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown.   Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,   Thee we would be always blessing, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;   Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Visit us with Thy salvation,    Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Enter ev'ry trembling heart.    Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 

2. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit  4. Finish then Thy new creation, 
Into ev'ry troubled breast;    Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us all in Thee inherit;    Let us see Thy great salvation 
Let us find Thy promised rest.   Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Take away the love of sinning;   Changed from glory into glory, 
Alpha and Omega be;     Till in heav'n we take our place, 
End of faith, as its beginning,    Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Set our hearts at liberty.    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
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SERMON – “Good News, Bad News” 
 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 
 

People: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both     
   the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is      
   worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

We thank God for the Christian Church and pray that God’s people may 
live confidently and would joyfully share the message of salvation in word 
and deed. Gathered by the Holy Spirit, we pray that we may be blessed 
with all grace and give evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. 

People: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for our families, our neighborhoods, and our communities. We ask 
the blessing of our bountiful God on all those who share in our Christian 
fellowship and join with us in worship. Also, we pray for all who are part of 
the household of faith, whose presence here this day supports and 
strengthens us. 

People: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We also pray for those with special concerns and needs this day: those 
who are hospitalized or shut in, those who are grieving at this time,  
the unemployed and underemployed, the chronically ill, and all those 
whose needs are known to us. Lord, grant that we may bring Your blessing 
to situations of need in all places. 

People: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Most merciful God, we thank You for all those faithful people whose words 
and actions have guided us in the past, especially remembering those no 
longer with us on earth, who now share in Your eternal presence. By the 
working of Your Holy Spirit, direct us to walk Your servant way throughout 
our lives, seeing each person through Your loving eyes, until that day when 
we stand in Your glorious presence in heaven. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY  “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”    
        Hymnal page 782, verses 1 and 4 
 

1. Gracious God, You send great blessings 4. Heav’nly Father, may our caring 
New each morning all our days. Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
For Your mercies never ending, With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
For Your love we offer praise. Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! 
Lord, we pray that we, Your people Lord, we pray that we, Your people 
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim. Who Your gifts unnumbered claim. 
Through the sharing of Your blessings Through the sharing of Your blessings 
May bring glory to Your name. May bring glory to Your name. 
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 SACRAMENT  
 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have called us as Your 
people and have shown us Your grace in all our days. Assured of Your 
mercy, we come before You, asking that we may receive Your blessings 
with heartfelt thanksgiving. Pour out upon us the gift of Your Holy Spirit and 
grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord as a guarantee of 
our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, together with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

SANCTUS       Hymnal page 178 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  Lord God of power and might: 
  Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. Send us Your Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit who brings to life the power of Jesus Christ. Strengthen us through 
Christ’s body and blood that we grow securely and confidently as people of 
faith, abiding in Your amazing love as we live in the hope of an eternity 
gathered around Your heavenly table. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and  
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI       Hymnal page 180 
 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, we bless You for having fed us with the body 
and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may abide in the fellowship of the Christian Church and together with all the 
saints do the good works that You desire us to do, reflecting Your amazing 
love for us. This we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN “I Love to Tell the Story” verses 1 and 4 
 

1. I love to tell the story Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, Because I know ‘tis true; 
It satisfies my longings As nothing else would do. Refrain 
 

Refrain: I love to tell the story; ’Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love. 
 

4. I love to tell the story, For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest. 
And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 
’Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long. Refrain 
 
Text: Arabella Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, alt. Public domain 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. 
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

Pastoral Care: 
 

 Please contact – 
     Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613 
 
 

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor:  Pastor Kenneth Frese 
Greeter:  Connie Kean 
Reader:  Richard Swanson 
Musician:  Christine Geltz 
Ushers:  Craig Boehne, Donald Lammerts, & Dave Lassanske 
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PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY 
 

Philip Caballero: Please pray for his speedy recovery from his several falls and low 
sodium situation. 
 

Jean Hyland: A long time member suffered a fall and passed away on March 7th, 
2024. Please pray for her family during their time of grief and loss. There will be a 
memorial service planned here on May 18th, 2024 (Saturday) at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Debbie Morrow: This former student from First Lutheran School (who is the niece of 
Pat Grabowski and Connie Kean) shall be receiving heavy duty chemo treatments for 
her cancer approximately every three weeks. Please pray for her cancer struggles to 
be healed. 
 

Anna Rosteck: Pray for our Missionary as she continues to deal with her various 
cancer issues. (She is Pat Grabowski’s and Connie Kean’s niece.) In addition, you may 
send Get Well greeting cards to her at: 
 

709 42ndA Street North, Great Falls MT (Montana) 59405 
 
 

Sunday Worship at Home 
 

If you are unable to attend worship, you can listen to 
the Lutheran Hour sermon at 8:00 a.m. on station 
KBRT AM 740 each Sunday. 
 

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 
you can view Worship Anew at 8:30 a.m. on 
Sundays. This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne 
Seminary in Indiana. For those people who have a computer, the Worship Anew 
worship service can be viewed via the internet at any time. 
 

You may, also, access or review the sermon online by going to: 
https://firstlutherantc.org/Media 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 

SUNDAY  TODAY – MAY 5 
9:30 a.m.  Fellowship time 
9:45 a.m.  Bible Study and Sunday School 
 

SATURDAY   MAY 11 
10:00 a.m.   Mother’s Day Brunch 

https://firstlutherantc.org/
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Saturday Prayer Group, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This group is, currently, 
meeting via the telephone. Let Jo Tschopp know if you want to participate. 
 
 

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Richard Swanson  May 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


