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AS WE GATHER 
 

In His earthly life, Jesus chose to be a “peripatetic” teacher. Rather than 
staying in one place and having His learners come to Him, He went from 
place to place with disciples or followers who listened to the truths He taught 
as they went along. Walking with Jesus was the greatest of blessings! 
Whether we hear the Gospel teachings of our Lord in the same setting week 
by week and year by year or find ourselves in a variety of worship locations 
and settings, we, too, find blessing in hearing Him as did His first followers. 
The hymn writer Sigismund von Birken invites us simply: “Let us ever walk 
with Jesus” (LSB 685:1). May we be blessed in our walking and in our 
listening today! 

https://firstlutherantc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flctc
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 PREPARATION  
 
 

HYMN “If You Will Only Let God Guide You” 
Our soul waits for the Lord, He is our Help and our Shield. Psalm 33:20  
(part of today’s readings) 
 

If you will only let God guide you, 
And hope in Him through all your ways, 
Whatever come, He’ll stand beside you,  
To bear you through the evil days;  
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love  
Builds on the Rock that cannot move. 
 

Only be still and wait His leisure 
In cheerful hope, with heart content 
To take whate’er the Father’s pleasure 
And all discerning love have sent; 
Nor doubt our inmost wants are known 
To Him who chose us for His own. 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 34:1–4, 8, 22 
 

Pastor: I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
People: My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 
 

Pastor: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together! 
People: I sought the LORD, and He answered me and delivered me from all  

my fears. 
 

Pastor: Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes  
refuge in Him! 

People: The LORD redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take 
refuge in Him will be condemned. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His 
gracious forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

People: We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by 
nature and by deed. We have given in to anxiety and have not always 
put our trust in God and His gracious provision for our lives. We have 
not always been good stewards of the many gifts that God graciously 
gives us and have focused on keeping things for ourselves rather 
than sharing them with others. We have missed opportunities to 
share the love of Christ with those around us and have not sought out 
the best for the people of our family circles, our neighborhoods, and 
our communities. We pray our God to have mercy on us, to forgive us 
all our sins, to lead us into lives of growing faith and increasing 
charity, and finally to bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God is faithful and keeps His promises of full pardon for the sake of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, granting mercy and forgiveness for those who repent 
and turn to Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

INTROIT  Psalm 147:7–11; antiphon: Psalm 145:16 
 

Pastor: You open Your hand; You satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

People: Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
   make melody to our God on the lyre! 
  He covers the heavens with clouds; 

He prepares rain for the earth; 
   He makes grass grow on the hills. 
  He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens that cry. 
 

Pastor: His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
   nor His pleasure in the legs of a man, 
  but The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
   in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Pastor: You open Your hand; You satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
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KYRIE       Hymnal page 168 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  
let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” Hymnal page 685 
 

1. Let us ever walk with Jesus,   3. Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
Follow His example pure,    Since by death He conquered death, 
Through a world that would deceive us  He will free us from destruction, 
And to sin our spirits lure.    Give to us immortal breath. 
Onward in His footsteps treading,   Let us mortify all passion 
Pilgrims here, our home above,   That would lead us into sin; 
Full of faith and hope and love,   And the grave that shuts us in 
Let us do the Father’s bidding.   Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide;    Jesus, here with You I die, 
I shall follow where You guide.   There to live with You on high. 
 

2. Let us suffer here with Jesus,   4. Let us also live with Jesus. 
And with patience bear our cross.   He has risen from the dead 
Joy will follow all our sadness;   That to life we may awaken. 
Where He is, there is no loss.   Jesus, You are now our head. 
Though today we sow no laughter,   We are Your own living members; 
We shall reap celestial joy;    Where You live, there we shall be 
All discomforts that annoy    In Your presence constantly, 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.   Living there with You forever. 
Jesus, here I share Your woe;   Jesus, let me faithful be, 
Help me there Your joy to know.   Life eternal grant to me. 
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SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people 
who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by 
sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 15:1–6 
 

(God makes a special promise to Abraham.) 
 

15 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O LORD 
GOD, what will You give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, You have given me no offspring, and a 
member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to 
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he 
believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 33:12–22 
 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
    the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 
13 The LORD looks down from heaven; 
    He sees all the children of man; 
14 from where He sits enthroned He looks out 
    on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
15 He who fashions the hearts of them all 
    and observes all their deeds. 
16 The king is not saved by his great army; 
    a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 
    and by its great might it cannot rescue. 
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
    on those who hope in His steadfast love, 
19 that He may deliver their soul from death 
    and keep them alive in famine. 
20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 
    He is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart is glad in Him, 
    because we trust in His holy name. 
22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 
    even as we hope in You. 

 
 

EPISTLE  Hebrews 11:1–16 
 

(The examples of faith exhibited by some of God’s people.) 
 

11 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things 
that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up 
so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now 
before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He 
exists and that He rewards those who seek Him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God 
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  
9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the 
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city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself 
received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered Him 
faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 
born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged 
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which 
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for He has prepared for them a city. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22–40 
 

(Jesus calls His disciples to make serving Him the priority.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22 And [Jesus] said to His disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap,  
they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value 
are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious 
about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so 
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after 
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek His kingdom, 
and these things will be added to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.  
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens 
that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps 
burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the 
wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 
37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say 
to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come 
and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 
blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into.  
40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Children of the Heavenly Father” Hymnal page 725 
 

1. Children of the heav’nly Father   3. Neither life nor death shall ever 
Safely in His bosom gather;    From the Lord His children sever; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven    Unto them His grace He showeth, 
Such a refuge e’er was given.   And their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 

2. God His own doth tend and nourish;  4. Though He giveth or He taketh, 
In His holy courts they flourish.   God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
From all evil things He spares them;  His the loving purpose solely 
In His mighty arms He bears them.   To preserve them pure and holy. 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB, p. 215 
 

Pastor: Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me 
as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on 
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the 
world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love 
shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil 
living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those 
who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ,  
Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death,  
in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified 
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands 
we commend all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be 
done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help 
us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our 
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, 
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our 
flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all 
his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, 
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Hymnal page 781, verses 1 to 4 
 

1. We give Thee but Thine own,   3. Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, 
Whate'er the gift may be;    And homes are bare and cold, 
All that we have is Thine alone,   And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.    Are straying from the fold. 
 

2. May we Thy bounties thus    4. To comfort and to bless, 
As stewards true receive    To find a balm for woe, 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,   To tend the lone and fatherless 
To Thee our first-fruits give!    Is angels' work below. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  Hymnal page 711 
 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us;   3. You have promised to receive us, 
Much we need Your tender care.   Poor and sinful though we be; 
In Your pleasant pastures feed us,   You have mercy to relieve us, 
For our use Your fold prepare.   Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,   Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have bought us; we are Yours.  Early let us turn to You. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,   Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have bought us; we are Yours.  Early let us turn to You. 
 

2. We are Yours; in love befriend us,  4. Early let us seek Your favor, 
Be the guardian of our way;    Early let us do Your will; 
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,  Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
Seek us when we go astray.    With Your love our spirits fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,   Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray.   You have loved us, love us still. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,   Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray.   You have loved us, love us still. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. 
Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
 
 

Pastoral Care: 
 Please contact – 
   Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613 
 
 

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor:  Pastor Frank Matthews 
Greeter:  Diane Oberlander 
Reader:  Christine Geltz 
Musician:  Christine Geltz 
Ushers:  Donald Lammerts 
 
 

Special Announcement 
 

Join us for worship today in the Fellowship Room, and stay for Bible Study afterwards. 
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PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY 
 

Tom Grabowski: Pray for a speedy recovery of his badly bruised eye from his recent fall. 
 

Judy Gunther: Pray for the continue healing of her knee as she deals with the pain. 
 

Pastor Frank Matthews: Various prayers for his friend, cousin, and his wife – Kim 
Jackson-Matthews 
 
 

Sunday Worship at Home 
 

Although the Lutheran Hour no longer airs on 
KBRT 740 AM, you can find other airings at: 
lhm.org/guide. 
 

Also, listeners can hear the weekly sermons 
whenever and wherever they are, and daily 
devotions are available which come in a daily 
email to read or listen to. Just go to: 
https://familytalktoday.com/programguidedaily. 

 

Or you can listen to Lutheran Hour podcasts any time by going to: 
https://www.youtube.com/@LutheranHourMin. 
 

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 you can view Worship Anew at: 
8:30 a.m. on Sundays. This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne Seminary in Indiana.  
 

You may also access or review the sermons online by going to: 

https://firstlutherantc.org/Media 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 

SUNDAY TODAY – AUGUST 10 
9:30 a.m. Fellowship time 
9:45 a.m. Bible Study and Sunday School 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 16 
8:00 a.m. Volunteers at Friends In Deed in Pasadena, CA 
 

 

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
 

DON LAMMERTS  AUGUST 15 
 

http://lhm.org/guide
https://familytalktoday.com/programguidedaily
https://www.youtube.com/@LutheranHourMin
https://firstlutherantc.org/Media

