
 

06/25/21 

 

Making A Masterpiece! 
 
John 15:1-2 (NASB95) “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  
 
Many look forward to a haircut. A manicure is something many pay to receive. For gardener pruning is a must.  
 
Hebrews 12:5-7 (NASB95) and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY 

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE 

SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline?  
 
I. Two types of Pruning  

Godly Pruning is the same as discipline.  
 

1. Godly  
Hebrews 12:5-7 (NASB95) and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “MY SON, DO NOT 

REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE 

DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 
 
3463 μαστιγόω (mastigoō): vb.; 1. beat with a whip, flog, scourge 2. punish, chastise 
 
John 15:1-2 (NASB95) … and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 (NASB95) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them.  

 
2. Self-pruning 

Hebrews 12:1 (NLT) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off 
every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has 
set before us.  
 
Ephesians 4:22-23 (AMP) Strip yourselves of your former nature [put off and discard your old unrenewed self] which 
characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts and desires that spring from delusion; And be 
constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude],  
 
There are things you can do to strip off that which hinders you; however, there are some things only God can prune 
but you must let Him do it! 
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II. The benefit of Pruning 

John 15:5 (NASB95) “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from 
Me you can do nothing.  
 
John 15:7 (NASB95) “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  
 
Hebrews 12:7 (AMP) You must submit to and endure [correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son 
is there whom his father does not [thus] train and correct and discipline?  
 
Hebrews 12:11 (AMP) For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a 
peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness—in 
conformity to God’s will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God].  

 
Galatians 5:22 (The Message) But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way that 
fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with 
things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves 
involved in loyal commitments,  

 
III. What keeps fruit from growing 

A person’s attitude will be built on one or two things: either their own personal experience or the Word of God. 
 
Oswald Chambers: Experience is a doorway, not a final goal.  Beware of building your faith on experience or your life will 
not ring true and will only sound the note of a critical spirit. 
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Hebrews 12:5 (AMP) And have you [completely] forgotten the divine word of appeal and encouragement in which you are 
reasoned with and addressed as sons? My son, do not think lightly or scorn to submit to the correction and discipline of the Lord, 
nor lose courage and give up and faint when you are reproved or corrected by Him;  

 
Hebrews 12:12-13 (NKJV) Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight paths for 
your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.  
 
1 Peter 4:12 (NKJV) Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you;  
 
Fiery Trial: 4451 πύρωσις [purosis /poo·ro·sis/] 1 a burning. 1A the burning by which metals are roasted and reduced. 1B by a 
figure drawn from a refiner’s fire. 

 
1 Peter 1:6-7 (NKJV) In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 
that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to 
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  
 
Proverbs 25:4 (AMP) Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth [the material for] a vessel for the silversmith 
[to work up].  
 
2 Timothy 1:7 (AMP) For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He 
has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.  
 


