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Acts 13:44-52 (NLT)  The following week almost the entire city turned out to 
hear them preach the word of the Lord. 45 But when some of the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were jealous; so they slandered Paul and argued against whatever 
he said.  46 Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It was 
necessary that we first preach the word of God to you Jews. But since you have 
rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will offer it to the 
Gentiles. 47 For the Lord gave us this command when he said:  ‘I have made 
you a light to the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the farthest corners of the 
earth.’” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the 
Lord for his message; and all who were chosen for eternal life became 
believers. 49 So the Lord’s message spread throughout that region. 50 Then the 
Jews stirred up the influential religious women and the leaders of the city, and 
they incited a mob against Paul and Barnabas and ran them out of town. 51 So 
they shook the dust from their feet as a sign of rejection and went to the town of 
Iconium. 52 And the believers were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.


• God’s Word Draws.

44 The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach the 
word of the Lord. 


• Opposition Will Come.

45 But when some of the Jews saw the crowds, they were jealous; so they 
slandered Paul and argued against whatever he said. 50 Then the Jews stirred 
up the influential religious women and the leaders of the city, and they incited a 
mob against Paul and Barnabas and ran them out of town. 


• Receptive Hearts Respond. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It was necessary that 
we first preach the word of God to you Jews. But since you have rejected it and 
judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will offer it to the Gentiles. 47 For the 
Lord gave us this command when he said, ‘I have made you a light to the 
Gentiles, to bring salvation to the farthest corners of the earth.’”


48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the Lord for his 
message; and all who were chosen for eternal life became believers.


Isaiah 49:6 - 6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 
I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to the ends 
of the earth.”


• Driven Forward by the Spirit.

49  So the Lord’s message spread throughout that region.    52  And the 
believers were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.


51 So they shook the dust from their feet as a sign of rejection and went to the 
town of Iconium.


     Big Idea – God’s Word draws, divides and drives us forward.


Reflection Questions:


1) What draws you to God’s Word? 


2)  Do you create space in your life to hear from and respond to God’s Word?


3)  How can you help create environments where others have the opportunity to 
hear God’s Word?


4)  How do you respond when people oppose or reject God’s Word?


5)  How are you partnering with the Holy Spirit to advance the Gospel? 

The Translation of the Bible Scriptures used today is the New Living Translation (NLT) 
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1) What was your earliest encounter with the Gospel?  How did you respond? 


2) Read Acts 13:44-52. What is the Context for these passages? Who is the 
writer and who is the recipient? What is the purpose for writing? What has 
happened prior to these passages? 


3) Observation: What do you notice about this passage? What caused the 
original audience to become jealous and reactive?


4) What is the Meaning of this passage? Why do you think Luke included this in 
his narrative? 


5) Read Isaiah 49:6. Why is it significant? How do you feel when you see the 
cohesiveness of God’s Word?


6) Application: How will you apply this message?   What role do you personally 
play in sharing the Gospel? 


7) Have you ever experienced rejection? How did you handle it? What is one next 
step is God asking you to take today?
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