SEQUOIA NOTES
Today’s Sequoia Message...

Conduits of Blessing
With Ryan Dawson - Lead Pastor
September 10, 2023

¢ God has made us to be conduits & not containers. How can we grow to he
conduits of God’s bhlessings?

Psalm 134 (NLT) A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
1 Oh, praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,
you who serve at night in the house of the Lord.
2 Lift your hands toward the sanctuary,
and praise the Lord.
3 May the Lord, who made heaven and earth,
bless you from Jerusalem.

¢ Resolve to Praise God.
1 Oh, praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord...

¢ Recognize your God-given Purpose.

1 Oh, praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, you who serve at night in the
house of the Lord. [You priests of God, posted to the nightwatch in God’s shrine.
MSG]

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NLT) This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun. 18 And all of this
is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has
given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them.
And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when
we plead, “Come back to God!” 2! For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be
the offering for our sin,[a] so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

¢ Remember your Posture & Purity matters.
2 Lift your hands toward the sanctuary, and praise the Lord.

“Our heart will follow our habits”.

¢ Receive God’s Promise of hlessing.
3 May the Lord, who made heaven and earth, bless you from Jerusalem.

Gig Idea: Bless God & hless others hecause you have been blessed. )

“Life will flourish wherever this water flows.” Ezekial 47:9

The Translation of the Bible Scriptures used in today’s service are from the
New Living Translation (NLT), the New International Version (NIV),
and The Message (MSG).


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A17-21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28859a
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Last week we looked at Psalm 124 and how God is here to help us. What did
you learn and apply this week in regard to this?

Read Psalm 134. What is the Context for this passage? Where is this taking
place in the book as a whole (what comes before or after)? Who is the writer
and who are the recipients? Where does it fit in the Bible? What’s the theme
of this Psalm? What's the historical and cultural context?

Observation: What “jumps out” in this passages? What interesting details do
you observe? What questions come up about the passage? What is the major
theme in the passage?

Meaning: \What was the meaning for the original recipients? What meaning
is inferred in this passage for us as we live our lives?

Read 1 Peter 2:9 and 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. What do these passages tell us
about our role and responsibility as followers of Christ? What are the
implications for us today and for our Impact Communities?

Application: How is God speaking to you through Psalm 1347

What would it look like for you to live your life as a “conduit of God’s blessing”?
What would it look like for your Impact Community to live as a conduit of God’s
blessing?

In what ways do you need to respond to God today?
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