
SEQUOIA NOTES


Today’s Sequoia Message…


Helping the Young Grow in Wisdom & Favour 

With Ryan Dawson - Lead Pastor 

November 20, 2022  


How do we help the young experience a life of flourishing?  


Luke 2:41-52 (NLT) Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 
Passover festival.42 When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival 
as usual.43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at 
first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other travellers. But when he 
didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives 
and friends.   45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
search for him there.  46  Three days later they finally discovered him in the 
Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking 
questions.  47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers.   48 His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to 
him, “why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, 
searching for you everywhere.”   49  “But why did you need to search?”  he 
asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t 
understand what he meant. 51 Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. And his mother stored all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus 
grew in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and all the people.  


• Raise children to love God & to prioritize Christ-centred community. 


“There is a world of difference between raising your children in church and 
discipling your children in Jesus.”  Jackie Hill Perry 


• Recognize that you will make mistakes. 

v. 43-44   “After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at 
first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other travellers. But when he 
didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives 
and friends.”


2 Corinthians 12:8 (NLT) “My grace is all you need.   My power works best in 
[your] weakness.” 


• Realize that God has a plan even when you don’t understand it.   

v. 46 – 50   “Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting 
among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.   48 His parents 
didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done this 
to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.”  49 “But 
why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant.”


• “The Father has our kids even when we feel we have lost them.”   


John 3:16-18 (MSG)   “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, 
his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by 
believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the 
trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how 
bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in 
him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the 
death sentence without knowing it.” 


• Remain hopeful.  


							Big Idea:  Entrust yourself and your children to the love of the Father.  


How would the Lord have you respond to His word today?  


The Translation of the Bible Scriptures used in today’s 10:10 service 

are from the New Living Translation (NLT) and The Message Bible (MSG).  
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1) Last week we talked about a new heart and new spirit from Ezekiel 36:22-27.  
What has God been saying to you through this message?  What were you able 
to apply from this message?  


2) Take time to have one person explain and the practice the 3 Circles Gospel 
Presentation or share their testimony.  


3) Read  Luke 2:41-52  What is the Context for this passage?  Where is this 
taking place in the book as a whole (what comes before or after)? Who is the 
writer / speaker and who are the recipients?  Where does it fit in the Bible?  
What’s the theme of this chapter, or passage?  What’s the historical and 
cultural context?   


4) Observation:  What “jumps out” in these passages?  What interesting details 
do you observe?   What questions come up about this passage?  What do we 
see about the way Jesus was raised as a child?  What do we learn about Mary 
and Joseph?  


5) Meaning:   What was the meaning for the original recipients?  What does it 
mean for us today?  What does this reveal about helping the next generation 
love and serve God with their whole lives?  


6) Read 2 Corinthians 12:8 and John 3:16-18.  How do these passages 
encourage you and challenge you as a parent or mentor?  


7) Application:  How is God speaking to you through these verses and through 
this message?   What specific action step is God asking you to take in light of 
this teaching?   What principles do you need to pass on to others this week?  
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