> REDEEMER

WINTER HAVEN

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
City Church opens wide its doors with a welcome from King
Jesus the mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies,

the Defender of the indefensible.

Ephesians

RICHES OF GRACE

March 6, 2022 — First Sunday of Lent

Season of the Cross: Purple for Lent

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days through
Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where He
fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of repentance and fasting, of
preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with anticipation to His death
and resurrection.



Call to Worship

We read God's Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity. For there the
Lord has commanded the blessing.

ALL: As one, we come! To bless the Lord, whose love has made us one.

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace

Reading of the Law: Ezekiel 37:21-28

While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

Then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, | will take the people of
Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them
from all around, and bring them to their own land. And | will make them one
nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over
them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into
two kingdoms. They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and
their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But | will save them
from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and
they shall be my people, and | will be their God. "My servant David shall be king
over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules
and be careful to obey my statutes. They shall dwell in the land that | gave to
my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their
children’s children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be
their prince forever. | will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an
everlasting covenant with them. And | will set them in their land and multiply
them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My dwelling place
shall be with them, and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. Then
the nations will know that | am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my
sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”

Confession of Sin

In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord’s love
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.

God of love and justice, we long for peace within and peace without. We
long for harmony in our families, for serenity in the midst of struggle. We
love for the day when our homes will be a dwelling place for your love.
Yet, we confess that we are often anxious. We do not trust each other,
and we harbor violence...



...We are not willing to take the risks and make the sacrifices that love
requires. We put up walls to protect ourselves, but only serve to lock us
in with our own selfishness. Look upon us with kindness and grace. Rule
in our homes and in all the world; show us how to walk in your paths,
through the mercy of our Savior. Amen.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance

In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.
Give Me Faith

Assurance of Pardon: Galatians 3:23-29

We read God'’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until
the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until
Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has
come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons
of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham'’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Song of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God'’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Good and Gracious King
The Love of Christ

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God's mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Announcements & Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through kindergarten are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God'’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Ephesians 2:11-18

Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

As an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ in solidarity with his people, we declare the
substance of what we believe.

We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. We
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontus
Pilate, was crucified dead and buried; He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to
judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic (universal) church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sacrament of Communion

The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

Song of Response & Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

We Will Feast In the House of Zion

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh
by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And
he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

Pg. 976 (Ephesians 2:11-18 ESV)

Resources
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
Eugene Peterson, Practicing Resurrection

Family Worship/Group Discussion Questions

1. Prayerfully reflect on your heart, circumstances, relationships, etc. How did
you "come" into worship today?

2. Where did the gospel "dwell in you richly" in the service today? In the prayers?
In the singing? In the sermon?

3. Specifically, how were you led to turn from sin and trust in Jesus?

4. What is the one thing from the sermon this morning that you would most want
to pass on to someone else?

Sermon Discussion Questions

1. Describe a situation where you felt like an outsider. How did it affect your
behavior?

2. How does being a "insider" change the way you behave?

3. If Christ is our peace, why do you think the church has such a long history of
being a war-zone? What's the disconnect?

4. Where do you need the Spirit to "kill the hostility" between you and someone
else? Or, between you and some other group of people?

5. Do you have a story of how the gospel caused you to become friends with
someone you would not naturally like or enjoy? (If you don't have a story like that,
you should!)


https://www.amazon.com/Life-Together-Exploration-Christian-Community/dp/0060608528/
https://www.amazon.com/Weight-Glory-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060653205/
https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Resurrection-Conversation-Petersons-Conversations/dp/0802869327

Sermon Series: Ephesians: Riches of Grace
Sermon Title: Christ Our Peace
Date: March 6, 2022

I. OUTSIDE LOOKING IN

We are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the door.” — C.S. Lewis

Il. CHRIST OUR PEACE

"Peace is not a strategy, not a program... it is a Person.” — Eugene Peterson

I1l. INSIDE LOOKING OUT

"Love the outsider, for you were an outsider” — Deuteronomy 10:19 (NLV).



Lenten Devotional
“THE BOW”

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 9:8-17 (ESV)

The Lenten season has historically been a time of solemn reflection on the
human condition. Ash WWednesday reminded us that human life is fragile —
for dust we are, and to dust we shall return. But we learn quickly that the
human condition is marked not merely by fragility, but by depravity. In fact,
by the time of Noah, human corruption and violence had become so
pervasive that God was said to be grieved to his heart and filled with regret.
That the all-powerful God could be portrayed as regretting the creation of
man powerfully conveys the sinfulness of sin.

Yet what pierces is that the Bible is not speaking about the human heart
abstractly. No, it is speaking specifically about my heart, the sinfulness of my
sin and, indeed, the divine regret as to how | have lived.

Yet, in the midst of the gloom and in the aftermath of the storm of God's
judgment, we see hope shine through. Noah looks up and sees against the
gray clouds the dazzling glory of the rainbow emerging where sun and storm
meet. And there in the clouds he sees the bow of God's wrath laid aside in
the promise of peace.

And that great promise is that no matter how dark our sin might grow, God
will not turn his face against us again. Instead, God would sooner point the
bow of his wrath upward, towards heaven, at his own Son, than unleash his
wrath upon us again. And on the cross, where the sun of God's love and the
storm of God's wrath would meet again, Jesus would die in darkness so that
the brilliance of the glory of God's saving plan would shine forth into our
hearts. All this without a hint of divine regret.

PRAYER
Lord, help us to share your sorrow and grief at our sin. During this season, grant
us the courage to look honestly into the gloom of our sin so that we might see

anew the brilliance of your glorious promise and grace to us in Christ. In Christ'’s
Name, Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC's Daily Lenten Devotional

Visit redeemerwh.org/lent for more resources



Announcements

Marriage Conference: Save the date for Saturday April 23, 9am-3pm, for our
marriage conference with Ray & Jani Ortlund. Visit redeemerwh.org/rsvp to register.

Person of Jesus Study: Heart for Winter Haven is hosting a community wide Person
of Jesus Study on the 2" & 4t Wednesdays of each month from 12-1pm lunch is
provided. Their office is located on the second floor of the BB&T Building downtown.

Spring BUILD: We are continuing our midweek BUILD classes on Wednesday at
6:30pm. We're meeting weekly through March 16.

Men’s CBR: Our men’s Community Bible Reading Group has resumed on Tuesdays at
6:30am.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what's happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,
Polk County, and the world.
Church Planting

One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk
(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
(flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups

We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary “church” experience for all who are a
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, contact
Jonathan Winfree, jonathan@redeemerwinterhaven.org.

MISSION GOAL: $50,000
FUND . RECEIVED: $7,211

redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849

Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwhc
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