
December 31, 2023 — First Sunday of Christmas

Season of the Cross: Gold for Christmastide
Christmastide runs from Christmas Day until Epiphany Sunday. It is a 
celebration of the birth and incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, true 
God and true man. While many Christians recognize Christmas as a 
celebration of Jesus' birth, the season is also a time to celebrate the 
incarnation, that is, God becoming human in the person of Jesus. This season 
is commonly referred to as the twelve days of Christmas.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 

opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 

Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Isaiah 65:17-19, 24-25
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice 
forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and 
her people to be a gladness. 

People: I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more 
shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.

Leader: Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain,”

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Joy to the World

Reading of the Law: Mark 12:28-31
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than these.”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Lord From Sorrows Deep I Call

Assurance of Pardon: John 14:1-7
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?…



…And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you 
would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.”

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

Christ Our Hope In Life and Death
When We See Your Face

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Revelation 21:1-5, 22-27; 22:1-5  (see insert)

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

We Will Feast In the House of Zion

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
 Both now and forevermore. Amen.

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the 
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its 
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will 
ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those 
who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night 
will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
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Resources
Christopher Watkin, Biblical Critical Theory
G.K. Beale & Mitchell Kim, God Dwells Among Us
Andrew Wilson, God Of All Things

Family Worship/Group Discussion Questions
1. Prayerfully reflect on your heart, circumstances, relationships, etc. How did 
you "come" into worship today? 
2. Where did the gospel "dwell in you richly" in the service today? In the prayers? 
In the singing? In the sermon?
3. Specifically, how were you led to turn from sin and trust in Jesus? 
4. What is the one thing from the sermon this morning that you would most want 
to pass on to someone else? 

https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Critical-Theory-Unfolding-Culture/dp/0310128722
https://www.amazon.com/God-Dwells-Among-Us-Essential-ebook/dp/B095BL9G66
https://www.amazon.com/God-All-Things-Rediscovering-Everyday/dp/0310109086/


Sermon Series: Advent 2023: Emmanuel
Sermon Title: Behold, Our Home!
Date: December 31, 2023

Intro: When are you nostalgic?

I.  LOOK AND SEE AND HEAR

II.  NEW CREATION RESOLUTION
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Announcements
Year End Giving: All gifts must be received in the church office, made online or 
postmarked by TODAY Sunday, December 31 to be included on your 2023 Giving 
Statement. 

15 Year Celebration: Hard to believe it's already been 15 years as a church family. 
Whether you were with us on day 1 at Winter Haven High School or if you've just found 
us recently -- we want you to celebrate with us. We're excited to invite you to our 15 
year celebration NEXT Sunday, January 7, 5pm at Venue 650.

Women’s Retreat: Ladies, registration is now open for our upcoming Women’s Retreat 
February 23-25, 2024. Please visit: redeemerwh.org/retreat to register. Join us as 
we “Behold our extraordinary God amidst everyday ordinary life.”

Men’s Groups: Men, there are two opportunities for you to plug in: Tuesday 
mornings from 7-8am in the Fellowship Hall to read the daily Community Bible 
Reading. And on Tuesday afternoons from 4-6 pm we'll meet at Grove Roots for 
casual drop-in fellowship. The group is breaking on 12/26 & 1/2.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer 
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you 
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the 
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 
contact Jonathan Winfree, jonathan@redeemerwinterhaven.org.

GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $18,961
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