
Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time
Ordinary Time is the long season that takes up three quarters of the church
year. This portion of Ordinary Time runs between Pentecost and Advent.
Ordinary Time has traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the
simple, ordinary day-in and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we
are all invited to order our lives around Christ's life and teaching.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the

Defender of the indefensible.

October 1, 2023 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost



Call to Worship: Psalm 92:1-4
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your name, O
Most High; to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness
by night - to the music, to the melody.
People: For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works
of your hands I sing for joy!

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Come Away from Rush and Hurry

Reading of the Law: Psalm 115:1-11
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your
steadfast love and your faithfulness! Why should the nations say, “Where is
their God?” Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. Their idols
are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not
speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do
not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do
not make a sound in their throat. Those who make them become like them; so
do all who trust in them. O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their
shield. O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.

Prayer of Adoration & Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to live
up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:31-32
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things?



Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Song of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

All Must Be Well
Ancient of Days

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through kindergarten are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 Samuel 14:1-2, 4-24

Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
As an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ in solidarity with his people, we declare the
substance of what we believe.

We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. We
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontus Pilate,
was crucified dead and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge
the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
(universal) church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sacrament of Communion
The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

This is My Father’s World

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

14:1 One day Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who carried his
armor, “Come, let us go over to the Philistine garrison on the other side.” But
he did not tell his father. 2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah in the
pomegranate cave at Migron. The people who were with him were about six
hundred men...

4 Within the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over to the Philistine
garrison, there was a rocky crag on the one side and a rocky crag on the other
side. The name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 5 The
one crag rose on the north in front of Michmash, and the other on the south
in front of Geba.

6 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let us go
over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work
for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few.” 7 And
his armor-bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart. Do as you wish.
Behold, I am with you heart and soul.” 8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will
cross over to the men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say to us,
‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will stand still in our place, and we will not
go up to them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up, for the
LORD has given them into our hand. And this shall be the sign to us.” 11 So
both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the
Philistines said, “Look, Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have
hidden themselves.” 12 And the men of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his
armor-bearer and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you a thing.” And
Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has given
them into the hand of Israel.”



Proclamation of God’s Word (cont.)
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer
after him. And they fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them
after him. 14 And that first strike, which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made,
killed about twenty men within as it were half a furrow’s length in an acre of
land. 15 And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among all the
people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled, the earth quaked, and it
became a very great panic.

16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the
multitude was dispersing here and there. 17 Then Saul said to the people who
were with him, “Count and see who has gone from us.” And when they had
counted, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not there. 18 So Saul
said to Ahĳah, “Bring the ark of God here.” For the ark of God went at that time
with the people of Israel. 19 Now while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult
in the camp of the Philistines increased more and more. So Saul said to the
priest, “Withdraw your hand.” 20 Then Saul and all the people who were with
him rallied and went into the battle. And behold, every Philistine’s sword was
against his fellow, and there was very great confusion. 21 Now the Hebrews
who had been with the Philistines before that time and who had gone up with
them into the camp, even they also turned to be with the Israelites who were
with Saul and Jonathan. 22 Likewise, when all the men of Israel who had hidden
themselves in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing,
they too followed hard after them in the battle. 23 So the LORD saved Israel that
day. And the battle passed beyond Beth-aven.

24 And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an
oath on the people, saying, “Cursed be theman who eats food until it is evening
and I am avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people had tasted food.

Pg. 235 (1 Samuel 14:1-2, 4-24 ESV)

Resources
Tim Chester, 1 Samuel For You
Kevin DeYoung, Just Do Something
Dale Ralph Davis, 1 Samuel
Tim Keller, Prodigal God

Discussion Questions
1. Prayerfully reflect on your heart, circumstances, relationships, etc. How did
you "come" into worship today?
2. Where did the gospel "dwell in you richly" in the service today? In the prayers?
In the singing? In the sermon?
3. Specifically, how were you led to turn from sin and trust in Jesus?
4. What is the one thing from the sermon this morning that you would most want
to pass on to someone else?

https://www.amazon.com/1-Samuel-You-Tim-Chester/dp/1909919578
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Do-Something-Liberating-Approach/dp/0802411592/
https://www.amazon.com/Focus-Bible-Samuel-Looking-Commentaries/dp/1857925165
https://www.amazon.com/Prodigal-God-Recovering-Heart-Christian/dp/1594484023


Sermon Series: I & II Samuel: God’s Presence
Sermon Title: Just the Right Amount of Courage
Date: October 1, 2023

I. JONATHAN’S FAITH
“Faith is better understood as a verb than as a noun.” – Frederick Buechner

II. SAUL’S FEAR
“Beware seeking to control God through your obedience.” – Tim Keller

III. THE SAVIOR
“Jonathan is more than an example; he is also a pointer to Jesus.” – Tim Chester



The Gospel of Mark is presented in a way that demonstrates the fulfillment of Old
Testament promises. Yahweh will come to pardon—and to rule over—his people.

The origin of this pursuit goes back to God’s establishment of his good creation, as
he places Adam, Eve, and their offspring in a relationship with himself that is
creational (living in God’s creation), covenantal (living in light of God’s faithfulness
and commands), and kingly (living under God’s rule and in pursuit of the cultural
mandate). After the fall of mankind, God pursues his purposes especially by means
of his redemptive call of Abraham as the father of his people. Trust in God’s
provisions will mark the pattern of progressive redemption, including Israel’s
exodus from Egyptian slavery (Exodus 13–19) and the giving of the Mosaic law.
God’s pursuit also takes the shape of temporary mediators (judges and kings).

God keeps his promise alive that he will purify a people for himself by establishing
and ruling over a holy nation. That nation repeatedly fails in its calling and
experiences the disciplines of division and exile, but God never abandons his
people. Centuries after the return from Babylonian exile (cf. Ezra and Nehemiah),
John the Baptist announces in the desert—a place of preparation, purification, and
testing—the great intervention of Yahweh promised by the prophets. Thus, while
Isaiah 40 initially points to Israel’s return from exile, Mark makes it clear that the
prophet was ultimately pointing to the coming of Jesus.

As Mark continues his account, Yahweh surprisingly “comes in sandals” in Jesus,
through whom we ultimately see the divinity the prophets had promised. Yahweh
thus comes in the earthly presence of the eternal Son to begin fulfilling the messianic
kingdom expectations of the Old Testament. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, initially
proclaims the kingdom of God, then later inaugurates it through his death and
resurrection. Through these actions that ultimately conquer sin and the effects of
the fall, Jesus turns out to be the eternally ruling, messianic King.

The ultimate purpose of Mark in the context of God’s unfolding redemptive-
historical pursuit of his people is to testify to Jesus’ summons of grace—that is, his
summons to discipleship. Discipleship in Mark represents nothing less than God’s
ultimate restoration of his universal people to the original creation-design and
purpose—namely, to “walk with God” and to be restored as true image-bearers of
God. This restoration gradually overcomes the marks of the fall, based on Christ’s
substitutionary atonement, healing, example, and teaching. Jesus’ sovereign call to
surrendered discipleship redresses Adam’s sinful independence and disobedience.
Discipleship is not merely a certain code of conduct for the disciples. Being a
disciple of Christ means joining the people of God in God’s creation, coming under
his eternal covenant and kingly rule, and living in dependence on God rather than
independence from him. We ultimately see that discipleship in Mark flows from
dependence upon the Master’s captivating and exemplary person, formative
teaching, and atoning work.

In short, the Gospel of Mark shows that Jesus comes as the fulfillment of Old
Testament hopes and promises that God would graciously restore his wayward
people. Mark’s Gospel is just that—gospel. It is good news.



redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849
Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwhc

GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $16,223

Announcements
Person of Jesus: Join us for POJ on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30pm (thru
Nov 15) childcare provided. This is a time to slow down and look at the way Jesus
loved. Seeing the pattern - and power - that he has given us to love in the same way.

Women’s Retreat: Ladies, registration is now open our upcoming Women’s Retreat
February 23-25, 2024. Please visit: redeemerwh.org/retreat to register. Join us as
we “Behold our extraordinary God amidst everyday ordinary life.”

Men’s Groups: Men, there are two opportunities for you to plug in: Tuesday
mornings from 7-8am in the Fellowship Hall to read the daily Community Bible
Reading. And on Tuesday afternoons from 4-6 pm we'll meet at Grove Roots for
casual drop-in fellowship.

Renew Polk Worship: On Sunday October 29, Renew Polk will be hosting a
combined worship gathering at Trinity Presbyterian Church at 5pm. This evening is
an opportunity to hear updates on how God is moving in and through church plants
here in Polk County while also praying for the gospel to continue to bear fruit in our
area. The guest speaker will be Mission to North America coordinator Irwyn Ince. We
hope to see you there!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
(flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a

part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Jonathan Winfree, jonathan@redeemerwinterhaven.org.

https://redeemerwinterhaven.org
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://facebook.com/redeemerwhc
https://redeemerwinterhaven.org
https://redeemerwh.org/retreat
https://redeemerwh.org/newsletter
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://redeemerwh.org/worship

