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Free to Decline 
A. The prominence of Love (8:1-3) 

1. Corinth was city centered on Idolatry 
2. Paul reframes their question 
3. Knowledge vs Love 
4. Love is rooted in relationship with God 

 
 
B. The supremacy of God (8:4-6) 

1. Paul returns to the issue at hand Idolatry 
2. Our God is in a league of His own 

 
 

C. The centrality of self-denial (8:7-13) 
1. New believers could not interact with their old life 
2. Participation is not a mark of spiritual maturity 
3. True Christian liberty is the freedom to say no 

 
 
Conclusion 

• A guide to help us navigate Christian liberty 

1. Is it sinful? (1 Peter 1:15-16) 

2. Is my conscious conflicted? (Rom 14:23) 

3. Is it edifying to those around me? (1 Cor 10:23-24) 

4. Am I doing it to the glory of God? (1 Cor 10:31) 

5. Does it affect my witness? (Matt. 5:13-16) 

 

• Am I willing to love others at the expense of  my liberty?  
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