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I.  The challenge  of the tongue (1-2) 

A. A sincere warning 

• Paul also urges teachers to avoid dangerous speech  

     •1 Tim 1;4, 4:7, 6:4, 20;   •2 Tim. 2:16, 20; • Titus 3:9 

• Paul also reminds teachers to be humble in speech 

     •1 Tim 5:1-2   •2 Tim. 2:25, 4:2 • Titus 3:2 

 

B. A sincere confession 

• Consider Jesus’ warning—Matthew 12:33-37 

• Consider the warning in Proverbs 10:19 

 

II. The danger of the tongue (3-8) 

A. The danger of speaking too much 

• The poison of the tongue can be seen in the Garden—Rom 3:13 

 

B. The danger of not speaking (4:17, Pr 25:11) 

 

III. The abuse of the tongue(9-12) 

A. We like to sound good with spirituality 

 

B. We like to criticize people  

 

IV. How then should we speak?  

A. With the Imago Dei in mind 

 

B. With the goal of building up and edifying 

1. To the believer: Eph 4:25-29 

2. To the unbeliever: Col 4:5-6 

 

Questions to Reflect on: 

1. What does my speech tell me about my heart? 

2. What is my plan of attack? 
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A. A sincere _______________________ 

• Paul also urges teachers to _______________ dangerous speech  

     •1 Tim 1;4, 4:7, 6:4, 20;   •2 Tim. 2:16, 20; • Titus 3:9 
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B. The danger of _______________ speaking (4:17, Pr 25:11) 

 

III. The __________________ of the tongue(9-12) 

A. We like to sound good with ____________________________ 

 

B. We like to ___________________ people  

 

IV. How then ________________ we speak?  

A. With the Imago Dei in mind 

 

B. With the __________________ of building up and edifying 

1. To the ______________________: Eph 4:25-29 

2. To the _________________________: Col 4:5-6 

Questions to Reflect on: 

1. What does my speech tell me about my heart? 

2. What is my plan of attack? 
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