God Is Not a Celestial Vending Machine

The “Yes,” “No” and “Wait” of Prayer

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of
these surpassingly great revelations, there was given
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to tor-
ment me.

8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away
from me.

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me.

10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weak-
nesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in diffi-
culties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the
weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift
of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Psalm 66:18
If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not
have listened;

Proverbs 21:13
If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will
cry out and not be answered.

Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have separated you from your God;
your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will
not hear.

James 4:1-3

1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you?
Isn’t it the whole army of evil desires at war within you?
2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and Kill
to get it. You are jealous for what others have, and you
can'’t possess it, so you fight and quarrel to take it away
from them. And yet the reason you don’t have what you
want is that you don’t ask God for it.

3 And even when you do ask, you don’t get it because
your whole motive is wrong—you want only what will
give you pleasure.

2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.

James 5:16

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a
righteous person has great power and wonderful results.





