
11 “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 
for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will 
set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ 

20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he 
replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 
these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ”

Luke 15 
1 Tax collectors and other 
notorious sinners often came 
to listen to Jesus teach. 
2 This made the Pharisees 
and teachers of religious law 
complain that he was 
associating with such sinful 
people—even eating with 
them! 
3 So Jesus told them this 
story: 
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Stages of Rebellion 
Luke 15 

from “Rebel with a Cause” 
by Franklin Graham  

 
 “I developed almost a ‘prisoner of war’ mentality.  What kept me energized was 
a mindset that I would not be broken or brainwashed or conform to the rules . . . To 
my youthful mind, this was enemy territory.  And I wasn't going to surrender. 
 Whatever was expected of the student body, I wanted the opposite.  I took pride 
in my individuality and tried to see how far I could stretch the rules before getting 
reprimanded.  Many of these infractions were minor, but everything added to my 
rebellion.  Instead of getting my esteem from achieving from within the system, I got 
my thrills and identity from challenging the system.  I was following the classic pattern 
of every rebel.” 
 After a trip abroad . . . “the nearly boundless freedom it had provided had only 
heightened my rebellious attitudes.  I just refused to accept the idea that someone 
else had the right to police my personal life. 
 ‘Just whose business was it anyway, but my own?’ was my rallying cry.  I was 
repeating the pattern I had started at Stony Brook:  Push all the rules to the very edge, 
secretly break some - like no smoking or drinking - and make the faculty squirm 
because they know I'm violating the school's standards but they can't catch me. 
 I knew if I got caught, I could be expelled.  But at the time I really didn't care.” 
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~ increasingly uncomfortable with the rules
~ urge to get away

4

~ casting off all restraints is “intoxicating”
~ overwhelming sense of optimism

~ The wheels come off
~ Either repent or 
eventually “hit a wall”

Four Stages of Every REBEL

~ Restlessness reaches boiling point
~ Don’t care who you hurt (or how much) anymore


