
Genesis 35:1-15 The Better Way, Part III 
Do You Hear Your Name?

August 22, 2021

INTRO 

RETURN TO YOUR FIRST LOVE 
Genesis 35:1-4 - 1God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who 
appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with 
him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. 3Then let us 
arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my distress and 
has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that 
were in their ears. Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree that was near Shechem. 

REMEMBER HIS FAITHFULNESS 
Genesis 35:5-8 - 5And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did 
not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the 
people who were with him, 7and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because there God had 
revealed himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8And Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died, and she was buried 
under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth. 

RECEIVE YOUR TRUE NAME 
Genesis 35: 9-15 - 9God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10And God 
said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he 
called his name Israel. 11And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of 
nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I 
will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.” 13Then God went up from him in the place where 
he had spoken with him. 14And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He 
poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15So Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken 
with him Bethel.

Genesis 28:20-22 - Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 
and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.”

Matthew 22:34-40 - But when the Pharisees heard that he had 
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets.”

Hebrews 12:1-2 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Corinthians 6:12 - “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. 
“All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 - Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you, and that we 
may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. And 
we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of 
God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

Oswald Chambers - We are not made for 
the mountains, for sunrises, or for the 
other beautiful attractions in life— those 
are simply intended to be moments of 
inspiration. We are made for the valley 
and the ordinary things of life, and that is 
where we have to prove our stamina and 
strength. Yet our spiritual selfishness 
always wants repeated moments on the 
mountain. We feel that we could talk and 
live like perfect angels, if we could only 
stay on the mountaintop. Those times of 
exaltation are exceptional and they have 
their meaning in our life with God, but 
we must beware to prevent our spiritual 
selfishness from wanting to make them 
the only time.
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Who Does God Say I Am?
Below is a list of biblical affirmations about our identity in Jesus Christ that is derived 
from a few selected passages in the New Testament. This is just a portion of the many 
truths about who we have become through faith in God’s Son, but it is a powerful 
inventory to review from time to time.

I am a child of God.
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name. (John 1:12)

I am a branch of the true vine, and a conduit of Christ’s life.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. . . . I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing. (John 15:1, 5)

I am a friend of Jesus.
No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made 
known to you. (John 15:15)

I have been justified and redeemed.
. . . being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 3:24)

My old self was crucified with Christ, and I am no longer a slave to sin.
. . . knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin. (Romans 6:6)

I will not be condemned by God.
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 
8:1)

I have been set free from the law of sin and death.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. (Romans 8:2)

As a child of God, I am a fellow heir with Christ.
. . . and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. (Romans 8:17)

I have been accepted by Christ.
Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7)
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I have been called to be a saint.
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours. (1 Corinthians 1:2; cf. Ephesians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; 
Colossians 1:2)

In Christ Jesus, I have wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption. (1 Corinthians 1:30)

My body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who dwells in me.
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? . 
. . Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and that you are not your own? (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19)

I am joined to the Lord and am one spirit with Him.
But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. (1 Corinthians 6:17)

God leads me in the triumph and knowledge of Christ.
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through 
us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. (2 Corinthians 2:14)

The hardening of my mind has been removed in Christ.
But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant 
the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. (2 Corinthians 3:14)

I am a new creature in Christ.
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

I have become the righteousness of God in Christ.
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

I have been made one with all who are in Christ Jesus.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

I am no longer a slave, but a child and an heir.
Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 
(Galatians 4:7)

I have been set free in Christ.
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)



I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)

I am chosen, holy, and blameless before God.
. . . just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 
and blameless before Him. (Ephesians 1:4)

I am redeemed and forgiven by the grace of Christ.
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

I have been predestined by God to obtain an inheritance.
In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will. (Ephesians 1:10b–11)

I have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise. 
(Ephesians 1:13)

Because of God’s mercy and love, I have been made alive with Christ.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved). (Ephesians 2:4-5)

I am seated in the heavenly places with Christ.
. . . and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. (Ephesians 2:6)

I am God’s workmanship created to produce good works.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10)

I have been brought near to God by the blood of Christ.
But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. (Ephesians 2:13)

I am a member of Christ’s body and a partaker of His promise.
. . . the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers 
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Ephesians 3:6; see also 5:30)

I have boldness and confident access to God through faith in Christ.
. . . in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. (Ephesians 
3:12)



My new self is righteous and holy.
. . . put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness 
and holiness of the truth. (Ephesians 4:24)

I was formerly darkness, but now I am light in the Lord.
. . . you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of 
Light. (Ephesians 5:8)

I am a citizen of heaven.
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:20)

The peace of God guards my heart and mind.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7)

God supplies all my needs.
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 4:19)

I have been made complete in Christ.
. . . in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
authority. (Colossians 2:10)

I have been raised up with Christ.
Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1)

My life is hidden with Christ in God.
For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:3)

Christ is my life, and I will be revealed with Him in glory.
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 
glory. (Colossians 3:4)

I have been chosen of God, and I am holy and beloved.
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 3:12)

God loves me and has chosen me.
. . . knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you. (1 Thessalonians 1:4)


