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Genesis 25:11 - After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at
Beer-lahai-roi.
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Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good/A)r
those who are called according to his purpose.
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Genesis 25:19-20 - These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham'’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac,

and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of
Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.
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Genesis 25:21-22 - And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the
Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceiveqf The children struggled together within
her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?ygo she went to inquire of the Lord.
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1 John 5:14 - And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us.
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Philippians 4:6-7 - do not be anxious about anythin ineverythingyoy prayer and
@u ith@anksgivin?let yo@s be made known to Godk An@
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
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Genesis 25:11, 19-34

Genesis 25:23 - And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from

within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the

younger.” LOWAT I YA(PRMA G — @y o HELPS S S8& Moo~ oF G20° ALAN .

Romans 9:6-15 SDBu‘c it is not as though the word of God has failed] For not all who are descended from Israel belong to
Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise
are copnted as offspring. For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year | will return, and Sarah shall have
a son}"And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they
were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue,

not because of works but becauge_of him who calls— she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is written,
i"%Vhat shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to

“Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated
Moses, "I will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have compassion.”
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Genesis 25:24-28 - When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her

womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau.

Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob.

Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac loved Esau
because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
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Genesis 25:29-34 - Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was
exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for | am exhausted!”
(Therefore his name was called Edom.) Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” Esau said, “l am
about to die; of what use is a wat to me?"” Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to
him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and
drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
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The Spurgeon Library | Jacob and Esau

(‘S[RMONS (HTTPS //WWW SPURGEON ORG/RESOURCE LIBRARY/SERMONS/) )

Jacob and Esau

1859

Jacob and Esau

“Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” — Romans 9:13

o not imagine for an instant that I pretend to be able

thoroughly to elucidate the great mysteries of

predestination. There are some men who claim to know
all aboul the matter. They twist it round their fingers as casily as if it
were an everyday thing; but depend upon it, he who thinks he knows
all about this mystery, knows but very little. [tis but the shallowness
of his mind that permits him to see the bottom of his knowledge; he
who dives deep, finds that there is in the lowest depth to which he
can attain a deeper depth still. The fact is, that the great questions
about man’s responsibility, free-will, and predestination, have been
fought over, and over, and over again, and have been answered in ten
thousand different ways; and the result has been, that we know just
as much about the matter as when we first began. The combatants
have thrown dust into each other’s eyes, and have hindered cach
other from sceing; and then they have concluded, that because they

put other people’s eves out, they could therefore see.
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Now, itis one thing to refute another man’s doctrine, but a very
different matter to establish my own views. Itis very easy to knock
over one man’s hypothesis concerning these truths, not quite so easy
to make my own stand on a firm footing. I shall try to-night, if I can,
to go safely, if I do not go very fast; for I shall endeavour to keep
simply to the letter of God’s Word. I think that if we kept more
simply to the teachings of the Bible, we should be wiser than we are;
for by turning from the heavenly light of revelation, and trustingto
the deccitful will-o’-the-wisps of our own imagination, we thrust
ourselves into quags and bogs where there is no sure footing, and we
begin to sink; and instead of making progress, we find ourselves
sticking fast. The truth is, neither you nor I have any right to want to
know more about predestination than what God tells us. That is
enough for us. If it were worth while for us to know more, God
would have revealed more. What God has told us, we are to believe,
but to the knowledge thus gained, we are too apt to add our own
vague notions, and then we are sure to go wrong. It would be better,
if in all controversies, men had simply stood hard and fast by “Thus
saith the Lord,” instead of having it said, “Thus and thus I think.” |
shall now endeavour, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to throw the
light of God’s Word upon this great doctrine of divine sovereignty,
and give you what I think to be a Scriptural statement of the fact,
that some men are chosen, other men are left,—the great fact that is

”

declared in this text,—” Jacob have 1 loved, but Esau have I hated.

It is a terrible text, and 1 will be honest with it if I can. One man says
the word “hate” does not mean hate; it means “love less:”—"Jacob
have I loved, but Esau have I loved less.” It may be so: but I don’t
believe itis. At any rate, it says “hate” here; and until you give me
another version of the Bible, I shall keep to this one. I believe that
the term is correctly and properly translated; that the word “hate” is
not stronger than the original; but even if it be a little stronger, it is
nearer the mark than the other translation which is offered to us in

those meaningless words, “love less.” I like to take it and let it stand

justasitis. The fact is, God loved Jacob, and he did not love Esau; he
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