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The Call 
1 Peter 3:8-9 - Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do 
not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain 
a blessing. 

The Promise 
1 Peter 3:10-12 - For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the 
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

Our Reality 
1 Peter 3:13-17 - Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who 
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil. 

THE CALL 1

Do not forget what has been 

formed in you. 

Submission summarized with our 
call to have the character and the 

mind of Christ 

(Philippians 2)


Why does this matter? 
Our character and conduct matters 

when the going gets tough

When you are united with God, 
he takes our suffering and he 

does something with it. 

When we are separated from 
God, we are left to build a life 
with the broken pieces of our 

suffering. 

How does this work?

BURDEN & BLESSING

THE CALL 2

Do not return what is given to you. 

You are called to bless instead.


Not just because God said so, 

so you can get blessing in return.


Walking with and like Jesus.

Love life 
See good days 

Speak no evil or deceit 
Turn from evil and do good 

Seek peace and pursue it

God’s attention and affection are 
for those who do good. 

Back is turned against those who 
do evil.

We love to justify our responses to 
hardship, but God doesn’t do this. 

Our conduct matters, and it is why 
we need to have a cultivated heart. 

This is the spiritual law of gravity. 

Image bearers image God well the 
more our lives look like the life of 

Jesus.

Walk through If there is so much 
blessing tied up in 

obedience to God in spite 
of circumstance, then we 

need more robust 
discipleship. 

Teaching to observe. 

Sermon on the mount.

IF WE SUFFER FOR DOING GOD, WE ARE BLESSED
IF WE SUFFER FOR DOIN EVIL, WE ARE BURDENED.

HAPPENS

→
IF WE SUFFER FOR DOING GOD, WE ARE BLESSED
IF WE SUFFER FOR DOIN EVIL, WE ARE BURDENED.




