
Psalm 139:7-10 - Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If 
I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings 
of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead 
me, and your right hand shall hold me.

Genesis 28:15-16 - Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it.”

Introduction i'where Is God?
"

No incest today
7. I Love you
c.) Enough to say hard things
(a) Today , encourage . you

2. God is always w -th you

(E) If God is present
everywhere , why do I
sometimes feel He is so
far away ?

(a) Distinguish
i. God's omnipresence

- He is away there , eren
when awareness is not

2 . God's manifest presence
- Our awareness of His
preference

t

- Moses burning bush - Disciples
e-Fiery furnace in Daniel in the storm

3. Important to know He isalways
w/ us , even when not felt



Gen. 17:1 - When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said 
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless

Genesis 3:8 - And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.

Exodus 25:8 - And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.

1 Cor. 3:16 - Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?

1 Kings 8:11 - so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.

Jer. 29:12-14 - Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You 
will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, 
declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all 
the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place 
from which I sent you into exile.

Matthew 1:23 - “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

Revelation 21:3 - And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God.

(3) History of God's Presence:

i. Present in Eden

a. He was with Abraham §
the patriarchs

3
.
He was present in the
ark as they sojourned .

4. Present in the temple
as they established themselves

s . Present in exile &
captivity

a- Present in Jesus

a. Present in Holy Spirit

on . Present in Heaven



Matthew 7:13-14 - “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads 
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.

Galatians 5:22-24 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

I. God is withyou , even
whentheplace ishard

Gi -5)

1. Avoiding hard places is not
in our control (1)
c) We spend so much time trying
to protect ourselves & those
we Looe from hard things

(2) You cannot control or avoid

ending up in hard places

(3) IF you make that objective
you'll conflate hard places
with a hard God .

, . When things seem hard ,
God seems absence

2. God can produce flourishing in
-very hard place (2-5)

A God uses all the hard for
all the good

(a) No matter how painful , He
can make it fruitful .

(3) what might He betrying to
do in your life right now ?



Joshua 1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

James 1:12 - Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test 
he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him

# God is with you , even whenthe choice ishard
(v6- 10)

1. Hard places make hard choices (6-7)
4) When things are hard

,
so

is faithfulness .

② It's so much easier to
compromise our convictions
because we just wantto
make the hard a little easier
sometimes .

③ The longer the hard goes on,
the greater the temptation
to compromise

i. Give in a. Quit/Leave
3. Marriage -1. Holiness

2. Hard choices reveal hard hearts (8-10)
C) you can only know if something
is a conviction when compromise
is more appealing thanthe
conviction , initially

② Is your hope in Jesus or
in circumstances Jesus
brings about ?

1-
"

Man
,
the Lord was sogood .

. .

"



Hebrews 13:5 -...He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

WILLIAM COWPER - Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, But trust Him for His grace; Behind a 
frowning providence, He hides a smiling face.

Psalm 23:1-4 - The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

VI.God is with you, even when perspective is hard
(v11 - 23)
1. Outcome obscures perspectiveGu -20)
(a) Sometimes seems silent , butnotabsent

(a) Just ecause you can't
see it

,
doesn't mean it

isn't happening .

③ Just because you can't
understand it, doesn't mean
their isn't a divine purpose

④ And just because you can't
sense Him

,
doesn't mean He

is absent .

(18th Cen - Engi Poet/Hymnodist)

2. Perspective overrides outcome (21-23)

c) What does it look like to
believe that every time

life
gets hard & the easy choice
seems tempting?

(a) What if the hard place &
all the hard choices associated
with it

, yields the most
redemptive thing ever ?

③ Joseph & Jesus



Matthew 28:19-20 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Exodus 33:18-19 - Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my 
goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.

2 Corinthians 13:14 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Conclusion
1 So . . - what's hard right now?

c) The place/season you're in?

(a) The choices in front of you?

(3) Perspective? Is it hard to
see what God is doing?

L . you don't need His glory , you
just need His goodness1f④

Read : Ex .
33 : 13 - 16

c) For Christians
,
God goes

with us by the Holy Spirit

! Obedience always includes
presence

VIDEO : Uncertain Times


