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Last week: Paul reaches Jerusalem 
 Received well; plots against him; “adhere to this ritual to show your connections to Jewish heritage” 
 Plan backfired, riot ensued, Paul being brought to the barracks 

Testimony is important! Inspire our worship and worship of  others. 

Acts 21:37-40 – SETUP 
• “As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, “May I say something to you?” And 

he said, “Do you know Greek? Are you not the Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four 
thousand men of  the Assassins out into the wilderness?”  

o Further false narratives/lies 
• Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of  no obscure city. I beg you, permit me to speak to the 

people.” And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the steps, motioned with his hand to the 
people. And when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language…” 

o Paul provides credibility, addresses crowd 

Acts 22:1-5 – OUR HISTORY/CONTEXT 
• “Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.” And when they heard that he was 

addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more quiet.  
o Hebrew language, relatable 

• And he said: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet 
of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of  the law of  our fathers, being zealous for God as all of  you are this 
day. I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, as the high priest 
and the whole council of  elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed 
toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. 

o Paul knew this place, knew this people – “back in the day” 
o Paul was also zealous for his traditions and the death of  Christians 

▪ Took show on the road to Damascus 
• Our history and context is powerful. 
• We all come from somewhere, and this informs our story/testimony 

Acts 22:6-10 – OUR HOLY ENCOUNTER 
• “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around 

me. And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ And I 
answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of  Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ Now 
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those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of  the one who was speaking to me. And I 
said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all 
that is appointed for you to do.’” 

o The moment things changed for us; life interrupted 
o Jesus confronted the sin – this is merciful – Jesus is most beautiful to us when our sin is evident to us. 
• The moment when we were found in our tracks and God burst in 

Acts 22:11-16 – OUR FIRST STEPS 
• “And since I could not see because of  the brightness of  that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with 

me, and came into Damascus. And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well-spoken of  by all the 
Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that 
very hour I received my sight and saw him. And he said, ‘The God of  our fathers appointed you to know his 
will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a witness for him to everyone of  
what you have seen and heard. And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling 
on his name.’” 

o In our first steps we are likewise taken by the hand – who helped you while still adjusting? 
o Ananias (well versed – Christ and Law) – disciples Paul, gave him steps to take, spoke life 
o This is discipleship 
• Who helped you with your first steps? Who do you need to help with theirs? 

Acts 22:17-21 – COMMUNING AND CALLING 
• “When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance and saw him saying to 

me, ‘Make haste and get out of  Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.’ And I 
said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another I imprisoned and beat those who believed 
in you. And when the blood of  Stephen your witness was being shed, I myself  was standing by and approving 
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and watching over the garments of  those who killed him.’ And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to 
the Gentiles.’” 

o Heard directions from the Lord while praying 
o Told to go, for his sake and for the sake of  the gospel. 
• We are called into more of  Christ and into the work he has given us to do. 

Theodore P. Ferris – “And then he went on to tell what happened on the way to Damascus. He had told it 100 times 
before. The details were not always exactly the same. Sometimes the emphasis fell in one place and sometimes in another. 
The details did not matter; the emphasis made little difference. It was the light that mattered, the lights that blinded him 
to everything else. It was the voice to counted, the voice that accused him of  persecution. Those were the things that he 
could never forget; those were the things that changed his life; those are the things to which he returned over and over 
again, in times of  doubt and uncertainty, in times of  suffering and mental anxiety. It was in that one brief  moment of  
time that eternity laid its claim upon him. It was in that one decisive experience that he found all the exclamations that 
he needed, all the strength that he required, and all the assurance that his human frailty demanded. 

It is the testimony of  personal experience that is the irrefutable argument. It is the power of  a life which is been changed 
that no cynic or unbeliever can withstand. When the world shakes for fear of  what may befall it, nothing can steady it so 
much as the simple, direct statement of  a man or woman who has seen the Lord and whose life is illuminated by the light 
of  the vision.”
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