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1 Peter 1:13-16 - 13Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on 
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, 16since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

1 Peter 1:17-19 - 17And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

1 Peter 1:20-21 - 20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 
times for the sake of you 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

Leviticus 11:44-45 - “For I am the Lord your God. 
Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming 
thing that crawls on the ground. For I am the Lord who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. 
You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 
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A.W. Tozer - The greatest fact of the tabernacle was that Jehovah was there; a Presence was 
waiting within the veil. Similarly the Presence of God is the central fact of Christianity. At the 
heart of the Christian message is God Himself waiting for His redeemed children to push in to 
conscious awareness of His Presence. That type of Christianity which happens now to be the 
vogue knows this Presence only in theory. It fails to stress the Christian’s privilege of present 
realization. According to its teachings we are in the Presence of God positionally, and nothing 
is said about the need to experience that Presence actually… And the present generation of 
Christians measures itself by this imperfect rule. Ignoble contentment takes the place of 
burning zeal. We are satisfied to rest in our judicial possessions and for the most part we 
bother ourselves very little about the absence of personal experience.


Henri Nouwen - For most of my life I have struggled to find God, to know God, to love God. I 
have tried hard to follow the guidelines of the spiritual life - pray always, work for others, read 
the Scriptures - and to avoid the many temptations to dissipate myself. I have failed many 
times but always tried again, even when I was close to despair.

Now I wonder whether I have sufficiently realized that during all this time God has been trying 
to find me, to know me, and to love me. The question is not “How about to find God“ but “How 
am I to let myself be found by him?“ The question is not “How am I to know God?“ but “How 
am I to let myself be known by God“ And, finally, the question is not “How am I to love God?
“ but “How am I to let myself be loved by God?“ God is looking into the distance for me, trying 
to find me, and longing to bring me home. In all three parables which Jesus tells in response to 
the question of why he eats with sinners, he put the emphasis on God‘s initiative. God is the 
shepherd who goes looking for his lost sheep. God is the woman who lights a lamp, sweeps 
out the house, and searches everywhere for her lost coin until she has found it. God is the 
father who watches and waits for his children, runs out to meet them, embraces them, pleads 
with them, begs and urges them to come home.


