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Being a “bondservant” in NT times was different from many of the more recent

kinds of slavery:
* Bondservants were bound to serve their master for a specific period of time.
* People did not necessarily become slaves because of their race, nor were

they completely without legal rights.
* A person might become a slave as punishment for a crime or as a way to

pay off a debt.

1 Corinthians 7:21 (ESV): Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be
concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the

opportunity.)

1 Corinthians 7:23 (ESV): You were bought with a price; do not become
bondservants of men.
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1 Timothy 1:9-10 (NIV) --We also know that the law'is made not for the righteous

but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and
irreligious...for murderers... ...—and for whatever else is contrary to

the sound doctrine...

Philemon 15-16 (ESV): For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a
while, that you might have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more
than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more
to you, both-in the flesh and in the Lord
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Matthew 7:14 (ESV): For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to
life, and those who find it are
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Matthew 6:1 (ESV): Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from you
Father who.is in heaven.
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Proverbs 29:5 (ESV): A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet.
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Proverbs 22:29 (ESV): Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand
before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.
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Galatians 1:10 (ESV): For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God?
Or am | trying to please man? If | were still trying to please man, | would not be
a servant of Christ.
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Ecclesiastes 3:22 (ESV): So | saw that there is|nothing bettel than that a man
should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what will be
after him?
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Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (ESV): The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear
God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.
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