
 

  



   What does the Bible say? 

This is one of those passages of scripture that is often 
misunderstood and frequently quoted out of context.  
Clearly, Paul is writing in response to questions that have 
been asked by the people of the Corinthian church.  They 
have developed a notion that Christian principles of sexual 
purity should be extended.  In other words, if a little sexual 
purity is good, then a lot would be even better.  This was 
not unique to the Christians in Corinth or even something 
new.  Ascetic philosophies had been around for centuries 
throughout the world and in Greek and Roman culture the 
Stoic teachings of Zeno based on abstinence from all 
worldly pleasures would have been well known to all of the 
people of the time. 

Paul’s response seems to recognize the prevalence of 
these philosophies but at the same to recognize the 
pitfalls of this kind of thinking.  You see, the same people 
who advocated this abstinence from all worldly pleasures 
were also of the opinion that loveless sex with prostitutes 
for a purely biological release was preferable to the 
intimacy that could be found in proper marital relations. 

Paul recognized that this is one of the dangers of this kind 
of philosophy.  He counselled that the ability to remain 
pure is a special gift from God and that not everyone has 
been gifted in this way.  For most people, it is better for 
them to find appropriate partners and to honor God with 
a Christian marriage.  Paul advises that this is better than 
allowing your physical urges to build to the point that you 
make unwise decisions because of your vulnerability to 
temptation. 2 



  



 


