
  
WHEN LIFE TUMBLES IN 

AND GOD IS SILENT 
THE BOOK OF JOB 

 

Has anyone ever given you “the silent treatment”?  Have you 
ever done the same? 
 

Job 23:8-10 (ESV) - 8 “Behold, I go forward, but he is not 
there, and backward, but I do not perceive him; 9 on the left 
hand when he is working, I do not behold him; he turns to 
the right hand, but I do not see him. 10 But he knows the 
way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as 
gold. 

      What does the Bible say? 
We live in a world where there is constant noise and very little 
silence.  We are surrounded by the noises of life from the low 
level hum of computers and appliances to the ubiquitous 
interruption of ring tones and alerts from our phones.  We 
have actually become uncomfortable with silence.  When the 
power goes out, the background noises that we tune out 
suddenly become noticeable by their absence.  When 
someone calls for a moment of silent prayer and reflection, 
we shuffle uncomfortably.  Even in the middle of a church 
service, we are uncomfortable with silence. 
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Silence is especially painful when it is the silence of God in 
our lives.  When God is silent we can simply become upset 
with God, we can become confused, and we can start to 
doubt. The truth is that we just don’t know what to do with 
God’s silence. There is some sort of anguish in our lives, 
we are suffering and in pain. And it seems that we have 
been praying to God for a very long time, to help us with 
our problems, and all that we are met with, is silence from 
God. Then we begin to question if God has given up on 
us or has stopped listening to us and our prayers. 

The Old Testament story of Job, is a reminder of crying 
out to God for answers and receiving silence. Job cried 
out to God for the first thirty seven chapters of the book 
of Job and God finally answered him in chapter 38. God 
said, “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off its 
dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring 
line across it?” (Job 38:4-5). That is God’s way of 
reminding us that God continues to be in charge of this 
universe even when we don’t hear him. 

Often, God is not silent after all; we are just not tuned into 
hearing him. We are surrounded by background noise and 
countless distractions. God is trying to communicate with 
us, but we can’t hear him because we have blocked him 
out. Our minds are tuned to other things instead of 
listening to what God is saying. It is in those moments that 
we can hear that still, small voice of our creator God. And 
it is in those moments that we can receive answers to our 
worries or concerns. 2 



  



 


