
SERMON NOTES

WHEN GOD STARTS TALKING 
GENESIS 17 

Just because God is silent doesn’t mean He isn’t ______________. 

EXPERIENCING GOD: 

Encounters with God help _________________ his will for you life.  

Abraham encounter reminded him of three things. (17:1-3) 

	 Who God _____. (El Shaddai…) 

	 What God ____________. (Live before me/be blameless…) 

	 God’s covenant ________________. (Be your God…) 

UNDERSTANDING COVENANT: 

Biblical covenants usually consist of five basic elements. 

	 Covenant __________________ (17:4-5) 

	 Covenant ____________________ (17:6-8) 

	 Covenant ____________________ (17:9, 15-21) 

	 Covenant __________ (17:10-13) 

	 Covenant ________________ (17:14) 

God’s covenant to Abraham was a covenant of ____________. 

Receiving that covenant required a ________________. 

God has also made a covenant with US through _____________. 

(Gal 3:7) It also requires a response. What will yours be?
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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

WHEN GOD STARTS TALKING 
GENESIS 17 

1. Have you experienced a season where it felt like God was 
silent? Reflect on that time & discuss any lessons you learned. 

2. How does Abraham’s story challenge your understanding of 
waiting on God, especially when His guidance seems absent? 

3. God reveals Himself as El Shaddai, highlighting His power 
and sufficiency. Would that have mattered to you? Why so? 

4. God's command to "live before me and be blameless" is a 
call to integrity and surrender. What does this look like in 
practical terms in your daily life, work, and relationships? 

5. Reflect on the promises God made to Abraham How do they 
reflect God's grace, and what might these look like in light of 
the New Covenant we have under Christ? 

6. Discuss the significance, symbolism and implications of 
circumcision as the covenant sign. What about the signs 
under the New Covenant? (Baptism/Communion) 

7. How does this story illustrate the balance between God's 
grace and our response/obedience? 

8. How does the New Covenant in Jesus fulfill & surpass God’s 
covenant with Abraham? Discuss the implications of being 
part of this New Covenant community. 

9. Are there areas in your life where you need to trust God's 
promises more deeply? If so where and what promise? 

10. How does the concept of covenant community shape the 
understanding of our responsibilities towards one another? 
What does this look like under the New Covenant in Jesus?

DISCUSSION GUIDE 

WHEN GOD STARTS TALKING 
GENESIS 17 

1. Have you experienced a season where it felt like God was 
silent? Reflect on that time & discuss any lessons you learned. 

2. How does Abraham’s story challenge your understanding of 
waiting on God, especially when His guidance seems absent? 

3. God reveals Himself as El Shaddai, highlighting His power 
and sufficiency. Would that have mattered to you? Why so? 

4. God's command to "live before me and be blameless" is a 
call to integrity and surrender. What does this look like in 
practical terms in your daily life, work, and relationships? 

5. Reflect on the promises God made to Abraham How do they 
reflect God's grace, and what might these look like in light of 
the New Covenant we have under Christ? 

6. Discuss the significance, symbolism and implications of 
circumcision as the covenant sign. What about the signs 
under the New Covenant? (Baptism/Communion) 

7. How does this story illustrate the balance between God's 
grace and our response/obedience? 

8. How does the New Covenant in Jesus fulfill & surpass God’s 
covenant with Abraham? Discuss the implications of being 
part of this New Covenant community. 

9. Are there areas in your life where you need to trust God's 
promises more deeply? If so where and what promise? 

10. How does the concept of covenant community shape the 
understanding of our responsibilities towards one another? 
What does this look like under the New Covenant in Jesus?


