Who Does God Say You Are? Understanding
Your True Identity in Christ

One of the most important questions you will ever answer is not "What do | do?" or "What have |
accomplished?" It is simply this: Who am 1? And more importantly, who does God say you are? The
answer to that question shapes everything about how you live, how you relate to others, and how you
see yourself when life gets hard.

Why Your Identity Matters More Than You Think

Many of us build our sense of self on what we do well or what we have been through. We define
ourselves by our wins or our wounds. But when those things shift, and they always do, we are left
without a foundation.

As pastor and author Tim Keller put it: "If our identity is in our work rather than Christ, success will go
to our heads and failure will go to our hearts."

That is a cycle worth breaking.

You Have an Enemy Who Wants to Erase Your True
Identity

Scripture is clear that Satan is not passive. He is actively working against you. Jesus describes Him
plainly in John 8:44:

"When he lies, he speaks out of His own character, for He is a liar and the Father of lies." - John 8:44
English Standard Version (ESV)

And in John 10:10, Jesus says:
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy." - John 10:10 English Standard Version (ESV)

Satan cannot create anything. But he is skilled at taking what God made for good and distorting it. His
most effective strategy may be convincing you that you are not who God says you are. If he can keep
you from living out your true identity, he has succeeded in hurting God by hurting God's children.

Three Ways Satan Attacks Your Identity

+ The opinions of others. People have spoken words over you your whole life, some true and some
not. Parents, coaches, partners, coworkers, even strangers. Satan uses those voices to pull you
away from who God made you to be.

+ The messages of culture. Social media, marketing, entertainment. The world constantly tells you
that you are not enough, that you should look different, live differently, or be someone else entirely.
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+ Your own pain. Resentment, shame, fear, and bitterness can all become lenses through which you
see yourself falsely. If Satan can keep you stuck in your pain, he knows you will miss your true
identity.

What God Actually Says About You: Six Biblical Truths

Scripture is filled with God's declarations about who you are. Here are six foundational truths that
every follower of Jesus needs to hold onto.

1. You Are Created

Genesis 1:31 tells us that after God made everything, including humanity, He looked at it all and called
it very good. You were not an accident. You were not a mistake. You were spoken into existence by a
God whose word carries infinite power.

"And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good." - Genesis 1:31 English
Standard Version (ESV)

Because you are a created being, your identity is not something you have to go discover or earn. It is
something given to you by the One who made you. Your identity is already received and will never
have to be achieved.

2. You Are Hand Picked

"For he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according
to the purpose of his will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the
Beloved." - Ephesians 1:4-6 English Standard Version (ESV)

You were chosen before creation itself. You are not God's second option. He did not reluctantly
include you. He delighted in choosing you, and He made a way for you to be holy and blameless
through Jesus Christ. That is not something you earned. It is something He gave.

3. You Are Redeemed

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us." - Ephesians 1:7-8 English Standard Version (ESV)

To be redeemed means that God does not waste your pain. Not a single failure, heartbreak, or tear is
thrown away. God takes what is broken and works it into something meaningful. Redemption is not
just a past event at baptism. It is a lifelong process of being reshaped into the image of Christ, of
being progressively rehumanized by the Spirit of God working in you every day.
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4.You Are Included

"So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the cornerstone." - Ephesians 2:19-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

You are not left out. You are not on the outside looking in. In Christ, you are a co-heir, a citizen, and a
full member of God's household. And God does not force His way in. He stands at the door and
knocks, gently and patiently, because He is, as Jesus described Himself in Matthew 11, gentle and
humble in heart.

5. You Are Secure

"For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." - Romans 8:38-39 English Standard Version (ESV)

"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." - Romans 8:1 English
Standard Version (ESV)

In Christ, you are not condemned. You are completely forgiven. God does not rehearse your failures or
hold grudges. Nothing you have done surprises Him, and nothing can cut you off from His love.

This security also changes how you treat others. When you know you are accepted, you can accept
others. When you know you are valued, you can value others. When you know you are forgiven, you
can forgive others. Security in Christ flows outward.

6. You Are Treasured

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them." - Ephesians 2:10 English Standard Version (ESV)

Three things determine the value of something: who created it, who owns it, and what someone was
willing to pay for it. You were created by God Almighty. You belong to Him. And Jesus stretched out
His arms on a cross and said, in effect, | would rather die than live without you.

You are not an afterthought. You are God's handiwork, His masterpiece, treasured and held as
precious.

The Real Problem Is an Identity Problem

Our struggles with anger, pride, fear, lust, or whatever fills in the blank for you do not ultimately come
from those issues alone. At the root, what we are dealing with is an identity problem. The enemy is
constantly working to convince you that you are defined by your performance, your past, or other
people's opinions of you.
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Tim Keller captures this well: "The Gospel shows us that our spiritual problem lies not only in failing to
obey God, but also in relying on our obedience to make us fully acceptable to God, ourselves and
others. Every kind of character flaw comes from this natural impulse to be our own Savior through our
own performance and achievement."

Proud personalities and discouraged personalities actually come from the same root: basing your
identity on your performance. The Gospel breaks that cycle entirely.

The Question You Must Answer Every Day

There are three questions worth sitting with:

+ Who am I?
+ Who am | becoming?

+ Who am | listening to?

The answer to that third question will either lead you toward freedom or toward bondage. You are
either listening to the voice of God, who calls you created, chosen, redeemed, included, secure, and
treasured, or you are listening to the enemy, the culture, or your own pain.

Only the Creator gets to define His creation.

Life Application

This week, choose one of the six truths from Scripture and write it somewhere you will see it every
day. On your mirror, in your phone, on a notecard at your desk. When the enemy whispers a lie about
who you are, respond with what God says. Not what you feel in the moment, but what God has
declared to be true.

Ask yourself these questions as you go through the week:

+ What lie about my identity have | been quietly agreeing with, and where did it come from?

+ Am | defining myself more by my wins and achievements or by my wounds and failures, and how is
that affecting the way | treat others?

* When | face a hard moment this week, whose voice will | choose to listen to?

Your identity in Christ is not something you earn or discover on your own. It is a gift, already given,
rooted in the grace of God through Jesus Christ. You are created, hand picked, redeemed, included,
secure, and treasured. Live like it.
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