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If you’ve ever had to clean out a longer-term home of a parent 
who has passed away, especially one with hoarder tendencies, 
you understand how all the little things can make a huge mess.

TR: We’d like to just sweep all the tidbits under the rug, but then 
we hear in the back of our minds a common saying . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Even if we don’t want to be so negative and change the 
saying to . . .
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READ SLIDE . . . we admit that the details, the little issues, can 
easily make a big mess.

TR: As we talked about last week . . .
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. . . the teachings of the Bible vary in their clarity and importance.   
Some things we must . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Last week we wrestled through what the Bible tells us to do 
when we don’t agree about the Decide and Debate issues, where 
the Scriptures seem to give us either freedom to decide OR they 
are not absolutely clear and therefore we can debate them 
without having to divide over them.
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Some of the issues I mentioned back in early July and last week 
include things like . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: If you just joined us and missed the previous teachings, let 
me quickly review.
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We established for the Bible’s clear teaching that . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: We also were challenged in these areas of common 
disagreement to . . .
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DO IT . . . all for the glory of God, for the Good of others, and like 
Jesus would.

TR: Specifically we were challenged to ask these questions . . .
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These questions are found on the inside back cover of your 
worship flier.
-- READ SLIDE 

TR:  Whether we would consider ourselves weak or strong, we 
must ask ourselves . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: That leads into the final three questions . . .

10



READ SLIDE 

TR: With these questions in mind, I challenged us to not forget 
these insights, that apply these principles . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: As we try to figure out the DIE FOR to DECIDE spectrum, we 
must be especially careful with our corollaries that come from 
the axiomatic Biblical truthes.
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It is very easy to give the subordinate “THEREFORES” the same 
weight and force as what is clear and absolute in the Bible.

TR: All these considerations mean that to be successful in 
pleasing Jesus, we need to be on a . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. notion that this all doesn’t apply to you . . . just came to 
Christ . . . why make it so hard?
-- But as you read the Bible, like I did for the first time, you will 
read the Mosaic Law and other passages . . . and with a heart to 
obey God you will wonder if these teachings still apply to us.
-- EX: Folks visiting back with us on July 7 who came to faith . . . 
but were now struggling with these issues.

TR: Today, with a spirit of humility we want to recognize that all 
of us approach these questions for some sort of “faith position.”
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As the chart in your worship flier shows, we can come from a 
faith position of a person with stronger faith, weaker faith, or 
even severed faith.

TR: What I mean by these headings . . .
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. . . is captured in the OVERVIEW section of the chart.

TR: Based on the passages we looked at last week, I would define 
these three positions as follows . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Stronger = Understands not under the Mosaic Law; Not dragging 
around the luggage of their upbringing, experiences, and culture.
-- Weaker = May understand the theory of freedom in Christ, but their 
conscience convicts them and therefore they either need to abstain 
from certain things or do other things OR they need to violate their 
consciences.
-- Severed = captures the hard works the Apostle Paul said about those 
who believe obedience in things like circumcision is required to be 
justified . . . made right with God.

TR: I want us today to go through the list of “miscellaneous” and think 
through how people from these three faith positions might look at 
them.  And as we do, we will all be challenged by the Holy Spirit to 
decide what position we might be in.  Remember, last week I suggested 
that most of us are stronger or weaker depending on which issue.
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In our notes, we are skipping over the last two sections of the 
Faith Position Chart, and moving down to the lower chart.
-- On the inside back cover, you will find the references to the 
Scriptures in the slides that we will look at in a few moments.

TR: Let’s start with an issue that I did already address on the July 
7 message . . .
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. . . the issue of the Sabbath and special other holy days.

TR: We are told in Colossians . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR:  We previously looked at many more texts but suffice it to say 
. . .
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. . . that the STRONGER faith position understand that we do not need to keep 
the Sabbath, neither on the last day of the week, nor on the first day of the 
week in celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.
-- I wrote, “No, but . . . ,” because we can still learn from the pattern of God’s 
creation and the Law, understanding that a pattern of regular rest from work is 
wise.

-- So, some STRONGER faith folks’ application may look the same as the 
WEAKER faith person . . . they don’t work one day a week but enjoy a day of 
rest and re-creation.
-- But, the WEAKER person does it because their conscience doesn’t give them 
the freedom to do otherwise.

-- A truly WEAKER person understands that the answer is “Yes, for me” . . .
-- while a person with SEVERED faith believes everyone who wants to be right 
with God MUST keep the Sabbath, and perhaps other special days.

TR: Working down the chart, we hit a huge issue in the first Century as those 
with a Jewish heritage mixed with Gentiles in the one Body called the Church.
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READ SLIDE 
-- This passage certainly makes clear how serious it is to force 
circumcision as a requirement for salvation.

TR: But the issue really wasn’t circumcision.  Earlier in Galatians 
Paul says . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: But in the Book of Acts we read that this same Apostle had 
different plans for another of the young men he worked with 
who would become pastors
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READ SLIDE 
-- This looks terribly inconsistent, unless you understand what 
the real issue is.

TR: Back on our chart . . .
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. . . it is clear STRONGER Christian would be adamant that 
circumcision is not required.
-- From the Galatians 5 passage we see the SEVERED faith 
position as saying one must be circumcised to be saved.

-- So, why did I put a “?” for the WEAKER faith position?
-- The Bible doesn’t present a case for being circumcised based on 
conscience.  It does make one, like with Timothy, to be 
circumcised for the sake of reaching the Jews.

TR: The next two rows in the chart move from circumcision to 
baptism.  While I’m not going to take the time today to explore 
the arguments for a baptism of believers, we must be aware that 
for much of church history and for many churches around the 
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world, the common practice is to baptize infants. 25



Numerous denominations practice infant baptism.  One reason 
for some of them is because they see this decision by the parents 
as the replacement for the act of circumcision under the Mosaic 
Law.  
-- There are no passages in the NT that teaches we should do this, 
nor any that demand that we do this.
-- Yet, in the room today are many who were baptized in a 
Catholic, Lutheran, or Reformed church . . . as an infant.
-- Do you need to be baptized again when you come to personal 
faith?  
-- All these groups realize that you need to own your faith and 
ought to be “confirmed” in it or make “a public declaration of 
faith.”
-- The EFCA declares we believe in water baptism, leaving the 
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decision to the believer.  If you are convinced that you have 
fulfilled what your parents baptized you into by your own 
faith . . . then fine.
-- While accepting that, we don’t perform infant baptisms 
because we save the water for if and when the child trusts 
Christ.  We don’t put pressure on the child at a certain age to 
declare their faith or mandate them to go through a 
confirmation class when perhaps there is nothing to confirm.

TR: The real rub, raising this DECIDE issue up to a DIVIDE over 
issue is when we wrongly believe in baptismal regeneration.
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Regeneration means “re-born” or “born again.”
-- There are folks who believe that a person is born again when 
they are baptized as an infant.  Lutheran theology tends to 
believe this.  Parents of young children who have not been 
baptized are warned about, “What will happen if they die before 
they come to personal faith?”
-- This is different that folks who believe baptism replaces 
circumcision as a “sign and seal” that the child is under the 
covenant because they are being raised by a believing parent.
-- There are others who believe that a person who has trusted 
Christ is not saved until they are baptized.  Trusting Christ is not 
enough, you also must declare it through water baptism.  One is 
not born again until they are baptized.
-- Obviously, “The waters that divide” is a good title to capture 
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how Christians have deal with this miscellaneous mess . . . 
though they would never call it that . . . because the decide or 
debate issue has moved up to a divide or even die for level.
-- EX: FSU campus minister who made this a huge issue.  For 
most students it was unclear what the issue was . . . because 
it is absolutely clear that it is God’s will that a believer in 
Jesus Christ be baptized near the time they come to faith.  
Matter of a fact, years earlier there was a person who had 
been part of the same campus ministry who was stunned 
when they asked my counsel about joining their staff.  I told 
them of the usual doctrinal position for the denomination 
and they had no idea that was their position.
-- NO, baptism is not required for salvation.  But neither is it 
an optional bonus step for only some Christians.
-- NO, you don’t have to be baptized again if you were 
baptized as a child and you believe you have fulfilled what 
your parents did in faith by placing your faith in Jesus. 
-- But, if you have children, they will ask questions of your 
consistency.
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TR: I know that was a side road, but I felt that circumcision, 
while a big deal in the first century, has now morphed into 
other things, like baptism.  How about the dietary restrictions 
of the Mosaic Law?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Romans says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- So, all foods are OK but we must look out to the interests of the 
weaker who may stumble by violating their consciences.

TR: We work closer to the heart of the issue with all of these 
miscellaneous messes when we read why the Apostle Paul care-
fronted the Apostle Peter in Galatians
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READ SLIDE 
-- The issue is the truth of the Gospel.

TR: We must not make absolute what the Bible does not.
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And that includes the freedom to eat certain foods.
-- The Jews would have struggled with their consciences, shaped 
by a lifetime of living under the clean/unclean distinctions.
-- Those of severed faith would not respond like Peter did . . . his 
actions were out of step with the Gospel, but he repented as Paul 
made that clear.
-- The severed faith group, also called the circumcision party, said 
we must become Jews first to truly become a Christian.
-- They were not only a bit out of step with the Gospel, they were 
trampling it underfoot.
-- If keeping the rules is a MUST to be justified by God, then we 
have something to boast about . . . we are no longer on the 
journey of humility.
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-- Today, in some conservative churches, the issue is not what 
we eat but what we drink.  The belief is that a true Christian 
MUST practice their own personal prohibltion.
-- I am a non-drinker . . . I believe it is the wisest choice for 
everyone . . . I’ve seen what drinking does to a person’s 
inhibitions, the same going for even legal drugs, and the 
result usually does not commend itself to the honor of the 
Lord . . . but I must not make absolute what the Bible doesn’t.
-- And if someone starts teaching that you can’t be born again 
and drink any alcohol, the next Sunday I will drink down a 
beer . . . because they are out of step with the Gospel.
TR:  Are you seeing the pattern?  Let’s consider what still is 
controversial or at least uncomfortable, though very common 
. . . tattoos. 
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READ SLIDE 
-- Don’t forget the context: (verses 26-27) "You shall not eat any 
flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell 
fortunes. You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar 
the edges of your beard.”

TR: The big truth we must not forget . . . we are not under the 
Mosaic Law . . . therefore the person with a STRONG faith 
position says . . .

32



. . . it is OK to get a tattoo.  
-- We may consider that it is unwise to do so for a variety of 
reasons, but unwise in my eyes is not necessarily sinful in God’s 
eyes.
-- Those of weaker faith, perhaps those who grew up with strong 
parental condemnation of tattoos, may be unable to have a clear 
conscience if they got one.
-- But they, hopefully, remember that it their conscience that 
restricts them personally, not all other believers.
-- The weaker brother or sister must differentiate themselves 
from the SEVERED faith position that declares a true believer 
MUST REMOVE any tattoos in order to be right with God because 
of what Leviticus 19 says.
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TR: According to one Final Expense Insurance website, the 
average cost of a funeral being $7-9,000, without cemetery 
plot, monument, or flowers.  If there is still a viewing, 
cremation cuts the costs, on average, to $6-7,000.  Direct 
burial or cremation cuts the costs much further.  But many 
Christians wonder whether it is OK to cremate? 
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Certainly the Bible has numerous examples of treating the body 
of the deceased with care . . . like REVIEW SLIDE

TR: But the Bible does not make absolute that we must bury 
someone in order to please God.
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Therefore the STRONGER will say you can do either . . . 
-- . . . BUT there’s a “BUT” – because the reason Christians 
historically buried their dead was in the hope of the resurrection 
of the very same body, then glorified at the return of Jesus Christ.
-- The WEAKER may say that their conscience won’t let them 
cremate.  But the STRONGER says, “I have the freedom, but I 
must consider what others are understanding I mean.”
-- John Piper argues that while we have freedom, in a society that 
more and more sees death as the end, the rites of Christian burial 
can communicate that we have a true hope for the further . . . a 
hope that is not just for our spirits but for a bodily existence that 
last into eternity in the New Heavens and New Earth.

TR: I hope you are staying with me . . . I know it is like drinking 
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from a fire hydrant . . . but it is the pattern of thinking that I 
really want you to take home. 35



An issue that seems ever-present is divorce and remarriage.

TR: What freedoms do we have, and which ones don’t we have?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: V. 9
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READ SLIDE 
-- The Mosaic Law allowed for divorce.  There were some who 
interpreted that a man could get rid of his wife for almost any 
cause.
-- Jesus clearly sided with those who were much more narrow in 
their understanding.
-- If the marriage bond was not broken through physical adultery 
via sexual immorality, to divorce (in the eyes of the State) means 
nothing in God’s eyes and therefore to remarry mean that one 
commits adultery.

TR: The Apostle Paul adds what most evangelical scholars agree is 
a second ground for divorce and remarriage . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The STRONG faith position understands that there are . . .
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two grounds for both divorce and remarriage.
-- Many with WEAKER faith would say that they are allowed to 
divorce but never to remarry . . . at least that is what their 
conscience allows.
-- Those who are at the SEVERED end of the spectrum believe 
that divorce is the unpardonable sin.

TR: The next 6 can be taken together.  The “holy kiss” is the 
command in 5 different NT letters about how to greet one 
another.
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Foot-washing is what Jesus did in the upper room before He was 
betrayed.

TR: Head-coverings for women and short-hair for men were an 
issue in Corinth . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: A few verses later . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Lifting up holy hands was Paul’s desire . . .
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READ SLIDE (first section) . . . and the Apostle also directed, even 
as Peter does elsewhere, that fancy braided hair, jewelry and 
expensive clothes were not really how the godly women should 
adorn themselves.

TR: All of these last items have something in common
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They deal with physical actions that carry symbolic meaning.
-- The STRONGER in faith agree that the intent of the command is 
still binding on us.
-- And if the culture is the similar, so is the specific physical 
action.

-- The WEAKER’s conscience would not allow them to practice a 
cultural equivalent themselves, and often they believe everyone 
should probably still do these.
-- But the SEVERED faith says, to not do these means that a 
person is not justified, that is, right with God.

TR: Some of us may be tearing our hair out, crying quietly, “Who 
cares?”  But folks who are on a journey of humility under the 
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Word need to think these things through.  God is in the 
details. 45



I’ve seen folks strain at these issues, making a miscellaneous 
mess

TR: all the while . . .
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. . . swallowing camels.
-- One man made judging others’ view of baptism the big deal of 
the day . . . 
-- . . . only to renounce faith in Jesus himself not long afterward.

TR: It is not that the little issues don’t matter . . . 
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Jesus said . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: I don’t want to be a blind guide to you, so let me take you 
back on our notes page . . .
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. . . to the top chart . . . looking at the danger of each of the faith 
positions.

TR: The danger for the STRONGER . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The WEAKER . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: They tend to . . .
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. . . make absolute their own flow of logic.

TR: In the greatest danger are those in a SEVERED faith position . . 
.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: In the midst of the miscellaneous mess . . . what is the 
corrective we need to hear?
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Paul shared it in Galatians . . . READ SLIDE 
-- In the midst of one of the most vocal controversies of the first 
century, circumcision and dietary laws, Paul says the real issue is 
whether we have by faith died with Christ and raised with Him to 
new life.  
-- We are not made right with God by keeping any rules.
-- We are made alive through faith in the Son of God.

TR: The next verse brings so much into focus . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- cf. some who have said that in the OT they were saved by 
works of the Law . . . but then why did Jesus have to come to die?

TR: And this dividing issue of circumcision . . . what of it . . .

55



READ SLIDE 
-- What counts?

TR: For those taking notes . . .
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. . . we’re now down at the bottom of the first chart.

TR: What is the corrective . . .
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. . . the only thing that counts is “faith working through love.”
-- Those who really have no faith, but are trusting their own 
works of righteousness to provide all or some of their 
righteousness . . . they need FAITH in the Son of God.
-- The WEAKER, who has faith, needs more faith, to trust what 
the Bible says and retrain their conscience.
-- But the STRONGER need to be sure that their robust faith is 
working through love, consider the impact of their actions of 
liberty on others, both the weaker and the lost.

TR: In the next chapter, the conclusion of the matter . . .
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READ SLIDE 
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