
READ SLIDE 
-- Perfect peace . . . something almost all of us want.

TR: It is so important and so rare that we are planning . . .
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. . . the Peace Initiative, beginning in January.
-- Integrating sermons, workshops, daily readings, Scripture 
memory, prayer, and small groups working through thought-
provoking case studies . . . we will seek how to be peacemakers.
-- We’ll take 70 days in 7 ways to take serious strides toward 
becoming who the Lord wants us to be, individually, in our 
families, and in our church.
-- Our hope is that the Spirit would use it to overtake West 
Central Michigan and beyond.

TR: Peace is the message . . . 
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. . . the angel gave and the heavenly host sang about at the first 
Christmas.

TR: The message . . . 
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. . .  startled the shepherds . . .

TR: . . . and, in honesty, confused me as a young believer.  Perhaps 
you heard the account from the King James Version, when it said . 
. .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: WHY would we be joining the angels in declaring peace on 
earth?  Afterall . . .
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. . . there’s a lot of non-peace all over.
-- Whether the yellow vests in France or the tensions in extended 
families . . . 
-- . . . it doesn’t seem like there is peace on earth.

TR: One way to reconcile our conflict-ridden realities with this 
angelic declaration of peace on earth, is to do what one dad did 
as he dealt with the grief of his son being severely injured during 
the civil war.
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Verse after verse of his poem, that became a popular Christmas 
carol, wrestled with the reality of brutal conflict.
-- How could it be reconciled to “peace on earth?”
-- Second to last of the verses reads. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: So, how did Henry Wadsworth Longfellow deal with the 
seeming disconnect between reality and the declaration sent 
from God through the angels?

7



He looked from the ALREADY to the NOT YET, looking to Christ’s 
ultimate victory at His second coming . . . 
-- . . . when he wrote . . . READ SLIDE 
-- “Christmas bells” capture how one thoughtful person explained 
“peace on earth.”

TR: But there is another way . . . one that becomes evident with a 
peek at more recent translations.  One that made a lot of sense to 
me.
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The NIV reads . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: The ESV then reads . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- the NASB note helps us remember that “peace among men 
with whom He is pleased’ is literally translated “of good 
pleasure;” or “of good will”

TR: But this raises another question, doesn’t it?   How do we 
please God?
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It is important for us to figure this out, because the Lord Himself 
promises us peace . . . even as the angels sang about.

TR: The blessing at the end of 2 Thessalonians reads . . . 

11



. . . READ SLIDE 
-- I want peace at all times in every way.
-- I want it in its fulness when Christ returns and the Wrong 
shall fail and the Right prevail.
-- But I also want it now, at least in some measure.
-- And I realize it can only come from the Lord of peace himself.

TR:  Yet, it is . . .
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. . . only for those who please Him.

TR: Remember again what the angels sang about . . .

13



(READ SLIDE – verse 14)
-- We can have peace, even before the return of Christ, if we are 
one of those with whom God is pleased.

TR: And this peace can change everything.  To understand this 
better, I would like to share a simple parable with you . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: It begins with . . .
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. . . What comes out of the sponge . .  .
-- what we want
-- what is for those who please God

TR: What can come out of the sponge . . . as Hebrews 13 tells us . 
. . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: What can come out of the sponge?
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. . . being . . . READ SLIDE

TR: Even more comes out of the sponge when we please God . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: The Lord wants to give us incredible . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE . . . if we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases Him.
-- Note what John told us about pleasing God . . . we believe in 
the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another.

TR: When we please God, we can have peace and that can impact 
even those who are our enemies.  As Proverbs say . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- It is by God’s HESED, His covenant-faithful love and EMET, His 
faithful truth . . . our sins are atoned for when we turn away 
from evil and toward God.  
-- Peace with God . . . and then even peace with our enemies 
becomes a real possibility.
-- Won’t be fully true until the wrong shall fail and the right 
prevail, at the return of Christ.

TR: Who doesn’t want living water coming out of our lives . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Back to the parable of the sponge . . . what comes out of the 
sponge . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: For there to be water coming out of the sponge when it is 
squeezed, it must be put in.  But it is only for whom?
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READ SLIDE (verse 14 only)

TR: Water, including the refreshing water of peace, is . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Peace is not for everyone.  Isaiah the prophet said several 
times . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- True, full, biblical peace isn’t even available for everyone.

TR: When we squeeze the sponge of the wicked . . .
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. . . there is no peace that comes out because there is no peace 
that have been put into them.

TR: All this is confirmed with great clarity by Romans 8 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We imagine that only the wicked cannot experience or have 
peace.

TR: But the apostle Paul explains why the squeezed sponge 
would come out dry . . . because . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- We want peace, don’t we.  
-- We want, when squeezed, that equipped servanthood, 
powerful prayer, and even being at peace with our enemies 
comes pouring out.
-- Until we put peace into the sponge,  we won’t get peace and its 
corollary blessings out of the sponge.

-- This advent, we need to keep our mind stayed on the Messiah, 
the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
and the Prince of Peace.  
TR: And, we need to rejoice with fresh joy the peace we have 
with God . . . 
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In a sense, God has filled our sponge

TR: as Romans 5 says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Through Jesus we have access to God’s grace by faith.
-- We can have peace with God.
-- We can have this peace because we have been justified by 
faith.
-- Romans 5:1-11 is about rejoicing and exalting in God’s good 
provisions through Christ.

TR: We rejoice in God because of peace with God . . . because 
we have now received . . .
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. . .  reconciliation . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: The way to peace with God . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Peace comes through Jesus.  The way to please God is 
through faith in Jesus.  For . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The way to put the water of peace into the sponge is 
through Jesus . . . 
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. . . specifically by faith.
-- When we are asked, “Do you think you’ll go to heaven?”  Our 
answer reveals so much about us . . . whether we trust Christ or 
ourselves (even partially).
-- We are justified by faith, not works.

-- How confused we are about so much.  EX: Man dealing with the 
unknown status of a loved one trapped in a mine, “This is worse 
than hell.”
-- The mouth speaks the overflow of the heart.  (see Matthew 
15:18)

-- Perhaps the reason there is so little peace, even within 
churches and professing Christians, is because we are really just 
dry sponges.
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TR: The parable of the sponge has a moral . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We can’t get out what isn’t in.
-- And if what comes out is quarreling and hostility, animosity, 
resentment, bitterness . . . that has to make us wonder what 
bucket the sponge has been soaking in, doesn’t it?

TR: Stew Thompson reminded me of a T-shirt that I first saw 
many years ago.
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READ SLIDE 
-- When there is no Jesus in the sponge, no peace comes out 
when the sponge is squeezed.

TR: But, when we . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: The way many of us seek for peace is . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- For those of us who have pleased God by faith in His Son Jesus, 
have been justified, and are now at peace with Him.

-- The challenging reality for those who hear this, who claim to 
have put their faith in Christ, but whose squeezed out water has 
mire and dirt, like Isaiah described the wicked is . . .
-- How can this be?  Can clean water and dirty water come from 
the same sponge?
-- Or as James asks, “Can salt water and fresh water come from 
the same spring?”

-- We now are challenged to daily walk in this truth.
-- The Christian life has a definitive beginning, when we put our 
trust in Christ.  It also has a daily continuing.
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TR: 1 Thessalonians tells us . . . 

39



READ SLIDE 

-- Peace is for those who please God . . . who put their faith in 
Christ and then who walk in that faith day by day.
-- In order for living water to come out when we are squeezed, 
we must choose to soak in His peace and grace.
-- We must be refreshed again and again by the joy of being at 
peace with God, of the great exchange of justification, of the 
glories of reconciliation.

-- If we are never moved to tears, if our voice never has a catch, 
if we are never silent in wonder, if we never explode in song . . . 
perhaps we are not minding our mind. 
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-- Perhaps we have allowed our minds to spend time in the 
bucket of worldly flesh.

-- But if we please God through faith, receive Christ, and then 
do what we’ve been instructed more and more . . .

TR: . . .then, when the sponge is squeezed, that final moment 
when Christ returns . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE (read but in past tense)
-- We today take hold of this benediction today by faith . . . we 
WAITHOPE it.

TR: The parable of the sponge . . . in slang it is . . .
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. . . peace in and then we get peace out - (Hand gesture – peace in 
THEN peace out (bump chest twice and make peace sign)

TR: This Christmas . . . 
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. . . READ SLIDE 

-- “Peace in . . . Peace out”

-- “What comes out of the sponge must be put into the sponge”

(Transition to communion: Use Hebrews 13:20 – “Now may the 
God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant”)
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