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As we wrap up our study of Ephesians, I’d like you to engage your 
imaginations about what it takes for us to be built up as kingdom 
warriors.
-- Can you figure out what this wordless brief skit is trying to 
portray?
-- (Taking up a shield, it being hit by flaming arrows, feeling 
secure, but then the shield catches fire and it has to be discarded, 
then being hit by the next volley of flaming arrows)

TR: I hope you got the idea that I was portraying a soldier taking 
up their shield, like . . .
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. . . we have been told to do in Ephesians 6 . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: There are other lessons from the Apostle Paul’s use of the 
shield imagery . . . 
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. . . such as the importance of being TOGETHER, as these 
reenactors are portraying.
-- But that is not the main lesson that I want to focus on today.
-- (Review the skit)

TR: Paul emphasizes that the shield helps to extinguish the 
flaming darts.  This lends credence to the notion of the shields 
have a layer of leather on the outside.
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It was this leather that would be saturated with water, so that it 
could extinguish the flaming pitch on the arrow’s tips.
-- Today, I want to help you get water for your shields.
-- Remember, the shield is the shield of faith . . . of trust.

TR: I believe the evil one wants us to run into battle without any 
armor.  But if we do take up the shield of faith, he wants the 
leather to be dry, brittle, and flammable.
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Our shield of trusting God will be a door-shaped tinder box if we have 
limited or incorrect knowledge of God.
-- When Paul prays in 1:17, he asks . . . READ SLIDE 
-- When I’ve studied this prayer, I’ve previously focused on “the hope of 
our calling, the glory of our inheritance in the saints, and the 
immeasurable great power towards us who believe.
-- That’s all good, except those three all fall under “the knowledge of 
God.”
-- There is nothing more important than what we think about God.
-- While this week has allowed us to review the entirety of Ephesians in 
our personal and small group study, I don’t want to just review my 
outline of the entire letter.
-- Rather, I want to share one of the great lessons that God has spoken 
into my soul from our study.
TR: I want to share, in a sense, the water we need if we are to soak 
down our shields, so we can deal with the fiery darts, volley after 
volley.
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The first ladle full of water is . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Each of the three ladles-full come from a word the Apostle used 
repeatedly . . . a word that transliterated would be hyper-ballo.

TR: The first use is in describing the hyper-greatness of God’s 
power in 1:19
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as the Spirit gives us wisdom and revelation in knowing God . . . 
Paul prays we would have eyes to see . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 21
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READ SLIDE 
-- the immeasurable greatness of his power
-- the surpassing greatness of his power

TR: Paul elsewhere talks about this power of God in a 
benediction that resonates in the hearts of those who are 
kingdom warriors, more than conquerors as Romans tells us.
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READ SLIDE 
-- The prayer that went just before this statement of blessing, a 
benediction, asked God’s Spirit to strengthen the believers so 
that Christ could dwell in their hearts and ultimately that they 
would be filled with all the fullness of him who fills all in all.

TR: If you and I are going to have shields soaked with fire-
quenching water of the knowledge of God, we need to know . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- Think of some of the fiery arrows the evil one slings at us in moments of battle . . 
.
-- . . . perhaps there are other powers that are equal if not greater than God.
-- AW Tozer, p. 23 – it is very difficult to get a Christian who really knows God to be 
scared.
-- Considering how often we ARE scared, what does that say about our knowledge 
of God?
-- Or consider the flaming brand of starting to consider that God’s power is 
insufficient.
-- We find ourselves saying, “If God could do something, wouldn’t He?”   We slip 
into “small God” syndrome.
-- The leather on our shields is drying out when we are overwhelmed by the hyper-
greatness of God’s power that changed us from being dead, dead, dead to being 
alive together-with Christ.  And moving us from far, far, away as nobodies to being 
brought near as fellow citizens and partakers of the kingdom.
-- God’s power towards us who believe is not just great . . . it is hyper-great!  It is 
immeasurable.
TR: Our hyper word is used again, this time of . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Our shields’ leather is drenched by a second ladle of life-giving 
water.

TR: We read in chapter 2
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READ SLIDE 
-- the immeasurable riches, the surpassing riches, the hyper-
riches

TR: A few verses earlier we read of that grace
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READ SLIDE 

TR: this hyper-grace is glorious, as Paul told us in chapter 1
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READ SLIDE 

TR: In the heat of spiritual warfare, when our souls are being 
assailed by the prince of darkness and his troops, we need a 
shield that has been soaked by . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- How often does the arrow fly from the accuser’s bow?  When life is hard and 
we’re struggling, we hear the whisper in our ear, “If God really forgave you, life 
would be easier than this, wouldn’t it?”  “If God really pardoned your sin, you 
wouldn’t be facing the consequences of your sinful choices, would you?”  
-- A different bolt may come from the crossbow of evil that suggests that we 
may have started are walk with God by grace, but now we have to finish it by 
grunt.
-- A third one that often sets my shield of faith ablaze is “Don’t you deserve 
better than this?”
-- I forget that Ephesians 2 says, “so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ.”
-- I usually have pictured us being the trophies of God’s grace . . . but I think 
this text suggests that all of what I’ll experience in eternity will be drawn on 
the bank of God’s immeasurable riches of grace.
-- Everything I have every had or will have comes by grace.  
-- Tozer: Not act like there are Protestant Saints (p. 46-47) by thinking that 
some others are in a position to have more powerful prayers.
-- EX: hyper-riches of His grace . . . even for me, God’s chief idiot.
TR: There’s a third time the same word is found in Ephesians.
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This time it is about the hyper-knowledge of God’s Love.

TR: This is found in our memory passage for the past several 
months.
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Paul prays that the Ephesians might be strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit in the inner person . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: There are numerous references to love, another one found in 
chapter 2 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- God has loved us with a great love . . . a love that reached to us 
when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, when we were 
dead, dead, dead!

TR: As I said last week, in the moments of greatest spiritual battle 
the evil one will try to destroy us by making us think, even for a 
moment, that perhaps God doesn’t love us . . .
-- or that He doesn’t love us that much.
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I wrote in my journaling notes . . . READ SLIDE 
-- In a world where commercials have people saying “I love it” 
about trucks . . . how easy is it to misunderstand or minimize the 
love of God.

TR: Many of us can think of people who have walked away from 
the faith, who have dropped their shield like it was a hot potato, 
because they didn’t douse the leather with the water of . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- God’s love is surpassing, unmeasurable, unfathomable . . . so 
much so that we can’t even know it all or know it fully.

-- For some it is not until they have teenagers who say, “Mom, if 
you really loved me, you would let me . . . “   It is not until that 
moment when their own children doubt their love when they 
won’t indulge them,, that they realize they have done the same 
thing with God.

-- The evil one tries to make us lose the judgment of charity 
toward God . . . to question His real motives . . . 

TR: When our shields of faith have only been sprinkled with the 
quickly evaporating alcohol of our random opinions about God, 
rather than . . .
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. . . the unsearchable riches of Christ . . . our shields are in 
jeopardy of the flames from the Destroyer’s arrows.
-- The word UNSEARCHABLE is different than our hyper-words, 
but the idea is similar . . . it is beyond!

TR: Tozer said of Martin Luther . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- It is good theology . . . the good and right knowledge of God . . . 
that waters our shields.
-- It is what makes us humble and yet bold in our relationship 
with God.

TR: It is a relationship, a true knowing and not just a knowing 
about, that Paul points to throughout Ephesians.
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The closing greeting reads . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Theme ideas are captured . . . peace, love with faith, grace
-- This love is from God for those who love God

TR: In the battles of life, for our very souls, we wonder how we 
could have and maintain a . . .

24



. . . love incorruptible.
-- Numerous scholars want to take the word INCORRUPTIBLE or 
IMMORTAL and make it refer to the GRACE of God.
-- But almost all translations make the word one that describes 
the love we have . . . an UNDYING love.

TR: Some say . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- While our assurance rests in God’s sovereign hold of us, we 
dare not let go of our responsibility to have a LOVE 
INCORRUPTIBLE.

-- Such love is only possible if we have LOVE WITH FAITH . . . that 
is, if our shields of faith have been soaked with the hyper-
power/grace/love of God.

TR: In the midst of our temptations, even this week, consider my 
journal entry . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- I think it is because the leather on my shield is drying out.
-- I need to study AND to have the Holy Spirit take that study 
from my head to my heart.

TR: I need the knowledge of God.  Paul writes to a different 
church . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- The danger in hanging around people who walk in the futility of 
their own thinking . . .
-- The danger in being in a drunken stupor, literally or figuratively 
. . .
-- . . . is that we have no knowledge of God.

-- I do not want to be a pastor who needs to be ashamed because 
we all do not have a clear knowledge of God.

TR: Today, very simply, I want you to get hyper about the hyper 
power/grace/love of God.
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To many of us find ourselves feeling like we are boxed in by the 
walls of our circumstances.
-- We feel we have no choice but to give ourselves over to sinful 
choices to protect our interests.
-- Like the wall by the AI DuPont Institute that I passed several 
times per week growing up . . . a high wall with glass embedded 
in the top . . . we feel like we don’t have a choice.

TR: But the words for today are . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Literally, the word is OVER THROW . . .

TR: When we feel boxed in, we need to make sure our shields of 
faith, our trust in God, is watered with the life-giving truths that 
God’s power, grace, and love are . . .
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READ SLIDE.
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