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A good exercise for all of us, as we seek to remember what’s 
really important in life, is to imagine what we might want written 
on our tombstone.
-- What would you want there, beyond your name and dates?

TR: While there are many things that come to mind, I would hope 
for all of us who claim to be Christ-followers that we could have 
something like this . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Or She preached Christ Crucified
-- You may pushback and say that’s only for preachers, like me.
-- Yet, in reality we are all to be heralds of the Gospel, both in 
word and deed.

TR: I think of what the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthian Church 
. . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- There seems to be a way to preach the gospel that empties the 
cross of Jesus of its power.

TR: Paul, a few verses later, says . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: He pulls together this train of thought, all in response to what 
he had heard about the divisions within the church body, when 
he says . . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- To preach Christ crucified . . . to know nothing except Christ and 
him crucified . . .

TR: What does that really mean?  How do we actually do that . . . 
whether we are preachers by vocation or not?
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Today, I would like to approach the cross of Christ by looking at 
some of the events leading up to Good Friday.
-- In Matthew 26 . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Please turn with me to this portion of God’s Word.
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It is found on page 922 in the Handout Bibles.
-- READ SLIDE 

TR: To understand what the disciples had to prepare for, it may 
help to think about what we know of the Passover celebration.
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The disciples would have brought the lamb they purchased to the priests in 
the mid-afternoon, so that the lamb could be sacrificed and the blood poured 
out at the base of the altar.
-- The household, usually a convenient group of about 10-12, perhaps from an 
extended family but not necessarily, would gather in Jerusalem.
-- It had to be in Jerusalem because the Temple was there and that was the 
only place for the lamb to be sacrificed.
-- After gathering, the meal was organized around four cups of wine, which 
was often very diluted.
-- Based on the blessings mentioned in Exodus 6, each cup was prayed over at 
the appropriate point.
-- Cf. Moments with Gary – family/small group Seder meal, celebrating the 
Passover from back in Moses’ day when the death angel passed over the 
households whose doors were marked with the blood of the lamb.
-- Jesus’ broke into the routine of the meal when he spoke of the bread and 
the third Cup of Redemption or Blessing as pointing to Him.

TR: With some of this in mind, let’s go back to Matthew 26’s account . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 23
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READ SLIDE 
-- Verse 24 portrays the tension between the sovereignty of God 
and the responsibility of human choice.

TR: The disciples were sorrowful asking, Is it I, Lord?”  But then . . 
.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Some have noted that Judas never referred to Jesus as Lord.
-- Jesus’ answer was blatantly direct, but enough so that it must 
have put Judas back on his heels.
-- Remember, for the parallel passages we know that the rest of 
the disciples did not pick up on the betrayer being Judas.

TR: Matthew skips over the foot-washing and the departure of 
Judas, but picks up the story at the breaking of the unleavened 
bread in verse 26 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Some Christians think that when we take Communion, as we 
will next week, that the bread and cup change into the actual 
body and blood of Jesus.
-- It is extremely unlikely that these disciples would have thought 
that, since Jesus, in body and blood, was reclining with them in 
the same room.
-- Clearly, Jesus is speaking of the bread and cup symbolically.

TR: It was the third cup in the Passover meal tradition that he 
took, the cup of redemption, as verse 27 tells us . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- The bread and cup was part of the meal, but Jesus was 
importing a new significance to the experience.
-- It had to do with blood of the covenant being poured out, even 
as the lambs’ blood had been poured out plentifully that mid-
afternoon.
-- And this pouring out was for the forgiveness of sins.

TR: It seems that Jesus did not drink the fourth cup, as He said in 
verse 29 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus, in refusing to take the fourth cup, is saying “Farewell” 
until the Kingdom of God comes in its fulness.
-- This looks ahead to the marriage supper of the Lamb that is 
shown to us in the Revelation of Jesus to John, the last book of 
the Bible.

TR: How does this account, of part of the events of Thursday 
night before crucifixion Friday, help us know how to . . .

15



READ SLIDE 
-- How do we, as we try to be gospel fluent in our daily lives, 
declare Christ crucified?
-- How do we preach Christ crucified as a parent?  As a fellow 
small group member?
-- How do we not empty the cross of its power?

TR: Using the text we just looked at a little deeper, I think there 
are at least three things we have to carve in stone.

16



First, we need to carve in stone . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus said, “My blood of the covenant”

TR: For the Jews who were seated around Him, I think they would 
have thought about the blood of the covenant Moses spoke of.
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In Exodus 24 we read . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus was saying that God was going to make a covenant with 
people through Jesus’ blood, His sacrifice of life.

TR: It would have been difficult for anyone familiar with the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Writings, our Old Testament, to not also 
think of . . .
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Jeremiah 31 . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Moses was used of God to make a covenant of blood with the 
people . . .
-- . . . but writing around 600 BC, Jeremiah spoke of a day coming 
when there would be a new covenant.

TR: Verse 33 continues . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- The new covenant would be something deeper that the Mosaic 
covenant.

TR: Verse 34
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READ SLIDE 
-- God would not just “pass over” sins, in His forbearance, but 
pay for them through the substitutionary sacrifice of His Son.

TR: If we want to be remembered as people who preached Christ 
crucified, we need to carve in stone that we unashamedly . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We, without reservation declare that through the sacrifice of 
Christ, God became “the just justifier of the unjust.”

TR: Our glimpse into that Thursday night also calls to us to take 
up the chisel and carve into our lives that we . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. the reference to “the Son of Man.”

TR: The phrase Son of Man in this context might remind someone 
who knows their Bible of Daniel 9, but also of Isaiah 53
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The servant song actually begins at the end of Isaiah 52.
-- the five strophes or divisions of this poem help us see that we 
must choose.

TR: There is a way to look at the foretold suffering servant from a 
merely human point of view, emptying the cross of its power.
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The strophe is divided in perspective, then each section 
thereafter alternates in viewpoint.

TR: Will we look at the Son of Man from a worldly perspective or 
from God’s?
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Will we just see a disfigured servant OR focus on His prospering 
through the suffering?
-- Will we look on His suffering as “unbelievable” OR 
understanding that He was bearing our sin?
-- Will we look at the Suffering Servant going quietly to His death 
as dumb, in multiple senses of the word, OR as God’s designed 
way to bring people back into relationship with Him?

TR: Let’s look at the text itself.  On the slides, I’ll make the 
alternating sections using either red or green stripes on the left 
side.
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The “disfigured servant” is described . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: But, this servant will prosper . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Even the imagery of “sprinkling” may suggest Moses throwing 
the blood on the people when the Mosaic covenant was made.

TR: So the first strophe had both perspectives or view points . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Then we move to chapter 53
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READ SLIDE 

TR: verse 2
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 3

31



READ SLIDE 

TR: From a merely human point of view, a worldly perspective, 
Jesus’ death would be . . .
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. . . unbelievable.
-- Paul said the cross is a stumbling block to the Jews and 
foolishness to the Gentiles.
-- Early graffiti about Christians included this image of a crucified 
donkey.

TR: But from God’s vantage point, which we can share by faith, 
we look upon the cross so differently.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 5 continues . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: We preach Christ crucified when we look at Jesus’ death as 
the Lamb of God as . . .
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. . . bearing our sin.

TR: The world, including many other religions, look at Jesus’ 
death like it was a sad end to a good life.  After all . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 8

37



READ SLIDE 

TR: verse 9
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Jesus broke in to the routine of the Passover meal  . . .
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. . . so that the disciples could get their heads on straight, or at 
least their faith on straight.  
-- That they would, at least after the resurrection, understand 
that Jesus’ death was not a sad ending but the very heart of the 
purpose for His coming to earth and taking on human flesh.

TR: The Cross was not about a martyr’s dumb death, as the last 
strophe tells us . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: verse 11
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READ SLIDE 
-- As Romans 3 showed us last week, through Christ, the Suffering 
Servant’s death, God would justify, or account as righteous.
-- Jesus would pay in full for the iniquities.

TR: Verse 12
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READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus would win the victory in the apparent defeat at the Cross.

TR: Hallel-Yah . . . even as the Passover meal ended with the 
singing of the Hallel Psalms, probably 115-118, so we say Praise 
to Yahweh . . .
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. . . because we preach the Cross of Christ to be God’s designed 
death payment . . .  when He, in the Person of His Son, would 
bear the sin of many (as verse 12 says).

TR: To preach Christ crucified, we need to carve into stone the 
absolute commitment to . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- EX:  I try to help people understand that whether they have the 
Judgment of Charity or of Blame, it makes all the difference.  
How we look at things matters.
-- But, that is magnified in how we look at the death of Jesus.
-- I wonder how the Finnish artist, Jani Leinonen, looks at the 
Cross . . . considering he thought it appropriate to sculpt Ronald 
McDonald on a cross, mimicking the way most crucifixes portray 
Jesus. 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/01/15/sculpture
-ronald-mcdonald-cross-ignites-violent-clashes-
israel/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.dda9695bf51f)
-- Do we preach Christ crucified?

TR: I can think of at least one more way our glimpse with 
Matthew at Thursday night’s events challenges us.
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If we are to preach Christ Crucified, we must carve in stone . . . 
READ SLIDE 
-- Here we connect with what Jesus said, “Take and eat” and 
“Drink of it” . . . clearly pointing that each of us has to make a 
conscious decision to receive Christ.

TR: In John 6, Jesus was NOT talking directly about the Lord’s 
Supper or Communion, but he was talking about this personal 
appropriation.
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READ SLIDE 
-- We must keep central and foremost that those who do not 
appropriate by faith the sacrifice of Jesus, “have no life in” them.
-- Without the decision of accepting the Covenant Jesus made in 
the pouring out of His life blood, we will NOT have eternal life.
-- And, when we experience the resurrection, it will not be to 
eternal life but eternal death and anguish.

TR: To preach Christ crucified we must always be calling people to 
accept Jesus . . . to participate in His blood, as Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 10 . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Perhaps it would help us understand more clearly, if we chisel 
a bit deeper so that the contrast is more apparent.
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If preaching Christ crucified is about declaring, looking, and 
keeping central and foremost . . . what would just preaching 
“Christ” look like?
-- I put Christ in quotes, because this is not really what the 
Messiah was all about.
-- Not in line with the prophetic words or types of the Old 
Testament, nor in the explanatory words of Jesus on the night He 
was betrayed.

TR: To preach “Christ” in this way is to . . .
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. . . empty the cross of its power.

TR: Instead of declaring that this is how God made a new 
covenant with us, we suggest that . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Some say that faith is what is important.  As long as we have a 
sincere belief, we’ll be OK.
-- But faith and belief in the Bible are concepts whose strength 
depends upon in what the faith and belief is placed.

TR: Many of us have seen bumper stickers that have some 
version of this image . . .
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But to preach Christ crucified means, that while we may co-exist 
politely with other religions in this life . . .
-- we will not co-exist with followers of other religions and beliefs 
in eternity.
-- There is no other way to get right with God that through His 
One and Only Son, Jesus Christ.  It was only through Jesus death 
that God made the New Covenant available to us.
-- So, you see, that there are many so called Christians who have, 
in reality, stopped preaching Christ crucified, even though they 
would claim to be followers of Jesus.

TR: We empty the cross of its power when we merely preach 
“Christ” as . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- The other major world religions would “like” Jesus if He were on 
Facebook or some similar app.  Well, at least they would like some of 
His brilliant teaching.
-- They imagine they can “accept” Jesus, without the cross.  They forget 
that the four Gospel accounts center on the cross.  There is rejoicing in 
the resurrection because it declares that God has accepted Christ’s 
pouring of our His blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  But the bulk of 
the text are pointing to and reviewing the events surrounding the 
Cross.
-- Jews in the first century, Muslims in our day, find the cross a 
stumbling block.
-- Gentiles, and the worldly wise in our day, find the idea of God 
demanding payment for sin through a substitutionary sacrifice as 
foolishness.
-- But, a “good teacher” does not interrupt the Passover meal to make 
it all about His death the next day.

TR: If we want to empty the cross of its power, we only need to become 
a church . . .
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. . . that is focused on merely “helping people.”
-- Again, I use quotes.  Christ crucified helps people in the most 
important way possible.
-- But many churches having fallen into the temptation to imagine that 
we are here to merely meet the felt needs of people.
-- “What does the community think it needs?  That is what the church 
should be about.” Or so say some.

-- It has happened again and again.  Organizations and groups, even 
churches, begin by living out the Gospel truth by loving our neighbors.
-- It begins by meeting social needs so that the Gospel can be heard.
-- It ends by meeting social needs, while emptying the cross of its 
power.

TR: A famous example is the following founding mission statement.  
What organization said this?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The school that was started to ensure a trained clergy for 
New England’s churches was . . .
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. . . Harvard.
-- I doubt many today would consider that this most academically 
prestigious school preaches Christ Crucified any longer.

-- As your pastor I want to help you in practical ways, with your 
parenting, your finances, your strategic vision, and certainly your 
relationships.
-- That’s what the Peace Initiative was all about . . . or was it?

TR: The hope for peace in our families, church, and communities . 
. . not just a shallow coexistence, but true Shalom peace . . . will 
only be found if we “lay Christ as the only foundation.”  If we 
preach Christ Crucified . . .
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Christ, the power and wisdom of God.
-- In my flesh, I want to come with “words of eloquent wisdom” or 
“lofty speech.”
-- I once confessed to you all that I want to come across as “wise, 
insightful, profound, practical, creative, easy to listen to, stimulating, 
motivating, even inspiring; persuasive, penetrating, almost irrefutable, 
learned, well-read, pleasant, engaging” . . . 
-- BUT those aspirations will keep me from being Christ’s witness.
-- These are the evidences of a self-centered mindset, that is always 
asking, “How did I come across?”
-- It is the mindset that keeps us from sharing the Gospel because we 
think we don’t know enough or can’t share eloquently enough.
-- But, if the power in Jesus, and Him crucified and raised again, then 
even my stumbling over words will not really be a stumbling block.
TR: The Spirit reminds me, and perhaps He has done the same for you 
as well, that at the end of the day, I want that people, but even more 
so, God Himself, would put this epitaph on my tombstone . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- If you died next week, would anyone say of you, “He/she 
preached Christ crucified?”
-- If an employee were asked about your personal mission 
statement, would it have chiseled in stone anything about Jesus 
as THE way, truth, and life?
-- If your children were asked, “What’s most important to them?”  
What would they say?

-- For someone to say, “You are the best school ever,” but you do 
not know, nor have you made known, Jesus Christ as crucified 
and raised from the dead . . . is a wasted tombstone.
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