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One pastor related a familiar story about an individual sharing 
their life’s challenges and their bad choices, but then adding, 
“But I had a terrible father.”
-- While it may sound like an excuse that we want to push people 
beyond, this wise pastor didn’t push.  He just asked another 
question.  

TR: A probing inquiry . . . 
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“How did you know he was a bad father?”
-- After all, when you grow up in a home, no matter how 
dysfunctional, isn’t that all you know?

TR: How did this person know their dad wasn’t one of the good 
ones?
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If they were old enough, perhaps it was because they saw TV 
shows from the 50’s, like “Father Knows Best.”
-- Maybe someone invited them to a sermon series or podcast 
about the “Traits of a Good Father.”

TR: They had seen the mugs and T-shirts that said “World’s 
Greatest Dad” and deep inside they knew they would never get 
that for their father.
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Perhaps they had seen the government sponsored billboards 
promoting “Good Fathers.”
-- Or perhaps it was because they were made in the image of 
God, and deep within they had a emptiness that they wanted 
filled with a good, good father.

TR: Don’t worry, I know how to use a calendar and I know that 
today is . . .
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. . . mother’s day.
-- But the Bible captures that God has always revealed Himself as 
a Father, no matter what our culture says about equality.
-- As we study God as Father in these next few weeks, it will be 
easier for the men, especially dads, to make the application to 
their lives.

TR: However, I believe what we will learn and re-learn is Who 
God is and how we all can reflect His attributes more clearly.  
Especially for parents . . .
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After all . . . READ SLIDE 
-- That’s the definition I came up with as I thought long and hard 
about what makes a mom or dad “good.”
-- [communicable] = like a communicable infection, one that can 
be passed on to others.  Versus IN-communicable, which cannot 
be passed on.

TR: The next three weeks, I want us to ponder through the 
Scriptures about our good, good Father in heaven.

7



As Jesus said . . . READ SLIDE 
-- God the Father, who is Lord, has hidden some things and 
revealed others.
-- Today, if we will allow ourselves to have the faith of a little 
child, we will have eyes to see and ears to hear.

TR: Are some of God’s attributes truly “communicable”, able to 
be passed on, to humans?
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Jesus tells us that they are when He says . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus did many miracles that proved He was Who He said He 
was, the Son of God.  But, He was truly human as well.
-- His life on this earth was a demonstration of the character and 
works of the Father.

TR: There are numerous attributes of God that we cannot share 
in, but I believe as those created in His image, we yearn to see 
what we can of Him in our parents.
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The Apostle Paul would even say that the family structure comes 
from the Father in heaven.  READ SLIDE 
-- How did that individual know that their dad was terrible?
-- There are probably many answers, but part of it is that they 
were created for a relationship with the heavenly Father . . . just 
like you and me . . .
-- . . . and they knew that their Dad was not a faithful reflection of 
Him.

TR: As I studied the many passages of the Bible that speak of God 
the Father, I realized that many of us as parents reflect a 
distorted view of God.
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I was tempted to take the plumb bob that our youngest son gave 
to me year ago and suspend it from the ceiling.
-- I was going to get it swinging and then let it swing back and 
forth throughout the entire service.
-- It would have driven many of us mad . . . and it would probably 
have been a distraction during our worship in song and prayer.
-- But, it would have illustrated the great difficulty we have in 
reflecting the attributes of God well.

TR: We tend to swing to one attribute or quality while we 
distance ourselves from some of the others.
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We become the fun, relational parent . . .
-- OR we swing and become “quite the disciplinarian.”  (Actually, 
who would buy that T-shirt?)

-- Today, as we ponder our good, good Father, I want us to get off 
the pendulum ride. 
-- God wants us to get off the simplistic answers to, “What is a 
good parent?”

TR: Rather, I believe God wants us to welcome the imagery of a 
portrait artist.
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SLIDE IS BLAND (Move to prop of easel)
-- Our lives, especially as parents, our to be a FAITHFUL PORTRAIT 
of God’s communicable attributes.
-- To get a picture that even begins to capture the beauty of God 
means that we have to KEEP LOOKING BACK to Him.
-- It is not a quick glance and then creating a PICASSO-LIKE 
DISTORTION that has the eyes, ears, nose, etc. but in such 
distortion that no one would be able to even guess who it is a 
portrait of.
-- When we stop looking at Him, over and over, we will invariably 
start PAINTING AT THE EXTREMES OF THE PENDULUM SWINGS . . 
.
-- . . . we will create a CARICATURE of the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and earth is named.

TR: One of those pendulum swings seems to be betwixt . . .
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God as glorious AND God as gentle.
-- Perhaps you would choose different summary words, but let’s 
use these for today.

TR: Let me help us follow that shape of God’s attributes by first 
looking at . . .
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. . . God the Father, as GLORIOUS.
-- I’m going to take us through a bunch of Scriptures, listed in the 
notes. 
-- My goal is to help us capture that God the Father is glorious 
and worthy of reverent respect.

TR: Scripture reveals that God is . . .
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. . . the Father of glory . . . Paul’s prayers for the Ephesians 
includes . . . READ SLIDE 
-- That is what we need today . . . actually, Who we need . . . the 
Holy Spirit to give us wisdom and revelation . . . to open our eyes 
and ears.
-- That the Spirit would help us look around the easel and see 
Who God really is.

TR: Our good, good Father is the FATHER OF GLORY . . .
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. . . and it was by His own glory that He raised Jesus Christ from 
the dead.  READ SLIDE 
-- It is that the glory of the Father that raises us to walk in 
newness of life.

TR: The glory of God the Father is one of brightness and light, as 
James says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- God our Father is glorious,
-- He is the giver of all the good gifts any of us enjoy,
-- He is the One in Whom there is no darkness . . . for His 
character is perfectly consistent . . . always!

TR: This glorious Father is Who David in the Old Testament looked 
to . . .

18



. . . and the One Who Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of the 
prophecies, looked to.
-- We read . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Jesus’ Father, our heavenly Father, is our God.  He is the Rock 
on which we can place our feet.
-- In Him we have a glorious foundation of stability in the midst of 
the storms of life.

TR: God the Father is the One Who has glorious knowledge.
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Speaking of the timing of the return of Jesus, which we long for 
today, Jesus says . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Again, Jesus, this time after the resurrection and just before 
His ascension, says . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- Our good, good Father has a glorious authority and a glorious 
knowledge.

TR: In the mystery of God’s sovereignty and our responsibility, 
Peter would write . . .
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about the “elect exiles” that they were chosen according to . . . 
READ SLIDE  (begin in verse 2)
-- Nothing surprises our God . . . He is glorious in knowledge.

TR: Our all-knowing, authoritative Father, is the One Whose 
approval matters.
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Jesus would tell us that God the Father is the One Who sets His 
seal on Christ Himself.  Therefore we should seek the food that 
endures to eternal life, Jesus Himself.
-- Jesus would go on to say that the work of God is “that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.” (v. 29)

TR: These references to God the Father range over various things, 
but for me, when taken together, they speak of His glory.
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And that is why Jesus taught us to pray . . . READ SLIDE 
-- God is glorious and so we show reverence, a deep respect for 
Him, if we look around the easel and see Him for Who He really 
is.

TR: And yet, as we keep looking at Him, we also realize that our 
portrait must include the other side of the pendulum swing . . .
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. . . God our Father is GENTLE.

TR: The awesome God, Who knows the beginning from the end, 
Who decides how the history of the world unfolds, Who is the 
Father of lights and glory . . .
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. . . is also the God from Whom comes peace and love with faith, 
as it says in Ephesians 6.

TR: The gracious gentleness of God is reflected in the opening 
greeting of so many of the NT letters of the Apostle Paul . . .
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We read again and again . . . READ SLIDE 
-- God our Father is the source of grace, giving us the good things 
that we don’t deserve, and peace, that wholeness and harmony 
of Shalom.

TR: Foolishly, people contrast the God of the OT and the God of 
the NT, but that is not accurate at all.  They say “The God of the 
OT would smite you” but “the God of the NT would embrace and 
forgive you.”
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In the last of the books of the Torah, Moses’ books, the Law, we 
read . . . READ SLIDE 
-- The awesome God, Whose glory was like a pillar of fire and 
smoke, gently carries His people, as a man carries his son.

TR: Our good, good Father extends His gracious provision to those 
who seem to have lost their protection in this world.
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The psalmist speaks of those who were most vulnerable, the 
orphans and widows, when he says . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: God our Father, cares for the little ones . . .
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. . . as Jesus said . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Our Savior tells us that God the Father takes care of His 
children through angelic beings who have constant and open 
communication with Him.
-- This doesn’t necessarily mean every one has a personal 
“guardian angel,” but that God the Father is always graciously 
and gently caring for us . . .
-- . . . even when we can’t fully see how He is doing that.

TR: God our Father, our good, good Father, yearns for us, even 
when we have wandered away. 
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In the last book of the OT, we read . . . READ SLIDE 
-- God wants to spare us, if only we would be obedient to do the 
work He wants us to do . . . to believe in the One He sent, Jesus.

TR: God our Father is gentle . . .
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. . . He shows compassion to us . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: The parable Jesus told of the prodigal son, coming to his 
senses and returning home to his father, is not just about the 
son’s repentance . . .
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. . . but of the father’s compassion.
-- Those who stop looking at God the Father and then try to draw 
Him for their children will PRODUCE A CARICATURE . . .
-- . . . they IMAGINE HIM WAITING STERNLY, in all His glorious 
holiness, until the returning son grovels.
-- But that is not our good, good Father . . . HE RUNS TO US WHEN 
WE RETURN TO HIM.
-- As the TESTIMONIES AT THE BIG 5 YOUTH meeting last Sunday 
night declared . . . this Father even pursues us.

TR: A good parent’s life should be a portrait of the communicable 
attributes of God . . .
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Jesus taught us . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: If our parenting has painted a harsh picture of God, as One 
Who is glorious and demands respect, but Who is not . . .
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. . . as it says in 2 Corinthians . . .”the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort” . . . then our paint brush has captured only part of 
the spectrum of the colors of God’s incredible attributes.
-- READ SLIDE (begin with verse 4)
-- God our Father may use angels to minister to us . . . but He 
Himself is the One Who comforts us in our affliction.
-- God MAY USE OTHERS TO SHARE HIS COMFORT, especially 
those who He has previously comforted, BUT IT IS OUR GOOD, 
GOOD FATHER WHO GENTLES HOLDS US.

TR: Today, as we move back and forth from the portrait we are 
painting to looking closely at the One Who is the Model, we 
realize that what we all really want is . . .
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. . . to know . . . READ SLIDE 
-- I think back to a Systematic Theology I worked through many 
years ago.  Millard Erickson summarized the attributes of God as 
“God is great and God is good.”  He then went on to say that God 
is good in two senses of the word.  He is good in that He is holy 
and righteous.  AND, He is good in that He is merciful and loving.

TR: What I realized was that we don’t want a . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- that is, a Father Who is gentle, merciful, loving but is not glorious in 
righteousness and holiness, Who holds history in His hands.

-- That is WHAT M. VOLF THOUGHT HE WANTED, until the civil war broke out 
and he saw the slaughter of people before his eyes.  He knew that a God Who 
is not gloriously holy, Who has a righteous wrath against such evil, would not 
be the heavenly Father he sought.  (Dyck, Taming Tigers, p.59)

-- In the Bible, the glory of God is presented as so overwhelming on Mount 
Sinai, that the people of Israel wanted to run away.
-- It is so powerful, that the priests can’t even do their jobs when Solomon 
dedicates the Temple.

TR: God our Father is not just gentle, though He is the gracious source of true 
peace and grace.
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God our Father is good, in the sense of His glorious holiness.
-- Perhaps we are flippant in our approaching God because we 
have allowed too much time to pass as we’ve painted our 
portrait, without looking around at Who we are painting.
-- As one author says, “we have enough friends.”  We need a 
glorious, awesome Father.

TR: Isn’t it true that many of us are not good parents because we 
only want to be “good parents” and not “good, good parents?”
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Matt Chandler has said that the cross is only awe-inspiring, if we 
first have been awed by the glory of God (Dyck, p.29).
-- The author Dyck says, “we won’t be lifted by his love until we 
are humbled by his holiness.” (p.3)
-- like a painter who holds up their brush to help them orient 
their portrait, we must make sure that we see, and therefore can 
show to others, that God is a good, good Father.

TR: If we truly have eyes to see and ears to hear, we will respond 
in two ways.
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His gloriously holy and sovereign nature invites us to READ SLIDE ,
-- even as His compassionate gentleness beckons us to READ SLIDE .

-- THINK ABOUT OUR OWN PARENTS.  Don’t most of them fall in line 
with the plumb bob at one of its extremes?
-- Either powerful but harsh OR compassionate yet weak.
-- Or perhaps BACK AND FORTH between the too à confusion.

-- How do we know that our EARTHLY DAD . . . AND MOM . . . WERE 
NOT ALL WE REALLY WANTED? 
-- Because too often they reflected only some of God’s attributes, and 
even then they were DISTORTED LIKE A PICASSO.

TR: Today I invite you worship our good, good Heavenly Father . . . and 
this week we worship Him by seeking to reflect His glory and 
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We cannot share God’s incommunicable attributes, so the 
fullness of His glory we will never have.  But, our role as parents 
is worthy of honor, an obedient respect.
-- We read in Ephesians 6 . . . READ SLIDE

-- Parents are worthy of respect, that is, honor . . . even if they 
are not perfect . . . because of their office (salute the office, not 
the officer).
-- BUT, especially fathers need to be careful that they do not 
provoke their kids with a lack of gentleness.

TR: We remember what one wise person said to Dads, but easily 
applied to moms as well . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- So, what should we do if we have had ears to hear and eyes to 
see?

-- Certainly, we should go home and have a conversation with the 
kids.
-- Actually, a pastor friend told me that only 10% of church-going 
folks have any spiritual conversations with their kids apart from 
Sunday morning.

-- So . . . let’s tell them about the God we keep looking to and 
trying to draw a portrait of through our lives.

TR: But, let us also remember, as one artist tried to portray . . .
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. . . we are incomplete parents and therefore we will do an 
incomplete job in “completing” our children.
-- All of our children will be disappointed in us.
-- Perhaps we pushed our glorious authority OR we spoiled them 
with our gentle compassion . . .
-- . . . or perhaps we confused them by moving back and forth like 
the pendulum.

TR: Our hope with our kids is that, together with us, we all could 
see this benediction become a reality . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: How can we be good parents, when we can’t perfectly reflect 
the communicable attributes of God? 
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BLANK SLIDE - (move to the easel)
-- We can humbly admit to them the mistakes we have made, 
asking their forgiveness even as we have asked for God’s.
-- We can call them to not only look at our painting, but to peer 
around the easel WITH US as see God as He has revealed Himself 
to us.
-- To see Him as the good, good Father.
-- (Prayer)

TR: And to make today really special . . .
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. . . as mother’s day . . . I invite you to use the sample affirmations 
and apologies, whether as a parent or as a child, to pursue peace 
. . .
-- . . . so that with one voice your family may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

-- One dad shared how powerful it was when their adult child 
came to him and his wife and apologized for not respecting their 
authority, asking for forgiveness.
-- Review other apologies 

-- This is what our Good, Good Father would want.
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