
(Title Slide)
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It brings joy to a pastor’s heart when folks, like Rodney, don’t take 
a vacation from seeking peace, even when they vacation from 
Michigan’s snow and ice.

TR: But, pursuing peace is hard.  Almost all of us feel like we are 
on one side or the other of a critical issue . . .
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the tension between accountability and grace.

TR: I’m not just talking about our fallen proclivity of . . .
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blaming others.

TR: But, also, the challenge of exercising what has been called  . . .
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tough love.

TR: We want to show gracious love to others.  We know that is 
what God wants.  But how do we not slip into . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: This is not just a struggle for our day and age.  During WW2, 
one pastor-theologian defined and addressed cheap grace.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: In our day, another thoughtful author has said . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: We find ourselves agreeing and yet still confused.  But we 
must make some progress because . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Do we show grace or do we hold accountable?
-- Do we bail them out or do we let them stay in jail?
-- Do we pay off their bills or do we force them to take a loan?

TR: Let’s address this seeming tension between accountability 
and grace.
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Let’s begin by taking in hand the idea of accountability.

TR: In our sermon notes you can follow along and access my logic 
and reasoning as I’ve pondered this.
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First . . . READ SLIDE (highlighted)

TR: The Bible says . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: This is true for Christians as well, as 2 Corinthians tells us . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Looking to the end of the timeline of this earth as it now 
stands, John the Beloved Disciple writes of Jesus’ revelation . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: So . . .
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READ SLIDE (first two lines)

TR: Some complain that it is not fair or just that all sinners go to 
hell.  Aren’t some folks much worse than others?
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But Jesus says . . . READ SLIDE 
-- There are levels of punishment in hell, even as we’ll see in a 
moment that there are levels of rewards in heaven.

TR: We must firmly grasp accountability, even as Christians, 
because . . .
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READ SLIDE (first three lines)

TR: One of the critical passages that address this is Matthew 25 . . 
.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 34

18



READ SLIDE (top)
-- The reason the King gives for this inheritance is found down in 
verse 40 . . . READ SLIDE (bottom)
-- It is essential that we see that it is not just how we treat “the 
least” but “the least of my brothers”, which strongly implies the 
followers of Jesus.
-- We are told to go the extra mile and love even our enemies, but 
critical to separating the sheep from the goats will be how we 
treat those who profess faith in Christ.

TR: Likewise, Jesus then goes on to tell the fate of the goats in 

19



verse 41 . . . 19



READ SLIDE (top)
-- and the reason for this is captured in verse 45 . . . READ SLIDE 
(bottom)

TR: This accountability is strong . . .
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READ SLIDE (all lines)

TR: Our accountability level is so deep, no reasonable person can 
imagine that they could stand before a holy God and be declared 
to be free of sin.
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Solomon said . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Jesus said . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 35 continues

23



READ SLIDE 

TR: Our Savior also said . . .

24



READ SLIDE 

TR: It seems clear to me that we have to hold fast to . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: But what about . . .

26



. . . holding fast to Grace?

TR: In our notes we move down to the second section . . .
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READ SLIDE (first line)

TR: The Gospel, or good news, is all about Jesus coming and 
paying our debt through His death on the cross.  Because of what 
He did, we won’t face ultimate judgment.
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Jesus teaches in John 5 . . . READ SLIDE 
-- One cannot honor God if one does not honor the Son whom He 
sent.
-- But if we hear and believe the good news, we pass from death 
to life.

TR: The result of this is that . . .
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READ SLIDE

TR: So God’s grace, giving us what we do not deserve, paying the 
debt for which we are accountable, means . . .
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READ SLIDE (first two lines)

TR: Grace means no condemnation, but that doesn’t mean no 
accountability and discipline.
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Quoting from Proverbs 3:11-12, the author of the letter to the 
Hebrews says . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: A few verses later he continues talking about our parents as 
models of those who love and yet discipline .. . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The Biblical evidence tells us that . . .
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READ SLIDE (all lines)

TR: We will not face punishment, having to pay the price for our 
sins.  But we seem to be able to lose rewards.
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The time will come, according to the last book of the Bible, when . 
. . READ SLIDE 

TR: Probably the most important text on this issue is found in 1 
Corinthians  . . .

35



READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 14

36



READ SLIDE 
-- Salvation is by grace but there is still an accountability for 
Christians, as revealed by the discipline of God and the rewards 
He will give.

TR: As I put these together it seems to me . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Accountability and grace are not in a tug of war, even though 
it may feel like it sometimes.  They go . . .
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. . . hand in hand, if we welcome all of God’s truth.

TR: If you agree with this, then there is a critical question for 
those of us who want to be good parents and good leaders, 
whether formally or informally in the lives of others.
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READ SLIDE 
-- How can we become, as some have called it, “a velvet covered 
brick?”

TR: Let’s keep tracing the thought-flow in our notes.  
Accountability and grace are NOT mutually exclusive so . . .
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READ SLIDE (first line)

TR: When we pronounce judgment about another person’s 
motives, we become “judgmental.”

41



The Apostle Paul teaches us not to do this when he writes . . . 
READ SLIDE 

TR: Like, Paul says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We will all give an account, but judging others’ motives is not 
the kind of accountability God wants us to take in hand.

TR: Rather . . .
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READ SLIDE (first two lines)

TR: Many professing Christians spend a lot of time judging the 
world around us, those who are not believers.  But that is not our 
job either.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Grace within the church does not mean we forget about 
accountability for our methods, for our behaviors.
-- As a parent, when we discipline a child, it should be for specific 
methods of what they did or left undone.  We are not in a 
position to judge their hearts.
-- Certainly we yearn to shepherd their hearts but that doesn’t 
mean we are the ultimate judges of them.

-- But we are told to judge those inside the church.  I don’t think 
this is “judgmental” because it focuses on observable methods 

45



and not on what we assume are their motives.
TR: We may want to throw up our hands and say, “Who am I 
to judge?” but this command of Scripture carries a profound 
weight with it.

45



READ SLIDE (all lines)

TR: Near the end of John’s Gospel, Jesus says this . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Accountability and grace are NOT mutually exclusive . . . they 
are not having a tug of war.
-- They go hand in hand, even for those who profess faith in Jesus, 
who have said they have believed and received salvation and are 
therefore no longer under condemnation.

TR: Still, we need more details of how we are to take in hand 
BOTH accountability and grace.
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I think we have to admit . . . READ SLIDE (first line)

TR: It certainly was not easy for the Apostle Paul in dealing with 
the folks at Corinth . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Paul wrote the painful letter, he even regretted it because it 
was stern.  
-- Perhaps he feared that it might be too much accountability and 
too weak on grace.
-- Holding another believer accountable is hard . . . can we just 
admit that?
-- Many of us would rather just we the favorite uncle with candy 
in his pocket . . . sweetness wrapped in cheap grace.

TR: But we are called to love stronger than that.  We need a tough 
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love. 49



READ SLIDE (first two lines)
-- When we hold accountable, we are not seeking to punish.
-- What we seek is godly grief.

TR: The verses that follow-up Paul’s statement, regretting the 
painful letter for a time, reads . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Paul addressed the professing Christians who were publicly 
sinning, seemingly without even any shame.  His brief regret, 
wondering if he had been too strict in accountability, turned to 
joy when . .. 
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. . . he saw the evidences of godly grief.
-- Worldly grief or sorrow is a remorse of getting caught, of facing 
accountability, of losing privileges.
-- Godly grief states with the repentance of the heart that only 
God can see . . . but ALWAYS becomes evident through a changed 
life.
-- In seeking peace, we must keep the fifth commitment and 
EXPECT ACCOUNTABILITY for these fruits.

TR: Our holding each other accountable is . . .

52



READ SLIDE (just third line).
-- We may want to imagine that holding others accountable is a 
bonus step of obedience for super-Christians.

TR:  But, in that same passage in 2 Corinthians, Paul says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Certainly Paul wanted the person publicly sinning to repent and 
demonstrate that in the fruits of repentance.
-- Certainly Paul wanted the one who suffered wrong at the hands 
of this other believer to be vindicated.
-- BUT, Paul says that his key objective was to give a way for the 
Corinthians to reveal their heart for him by submitting to him.
-- We must parent and lead with accountability AND grace, not 
just for the sake of our kids and others, but for our own sakes.
-- Remember, we do not control others’ responses.  We can’t 
MAKE our kids turn out OK.  We can’t MAKE others repent.
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TR: But we can take in hand . . . 
54



READ SLIDE 

TR: Let me review briefly . . .
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. . . as we consider how accountability and grace go hand in hand.

TR: What we have seen tells us that the answer is NO to both of 
these questions . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The end of Romans 5 and the beginning of chapter 6 point to 
the error of answering yes to either of these . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Accountability by itself means that we get what we deserve, 
and that means hell for all of us.
-- But “where sin increase, grace abounded all the more.”

TR: Does that now mean we can just hold on to this abounding 
grace and let go of accountability? Chapter 6 begins . . .

58



READ SLIDE 
-- If our parenting or our leadership roles as teachers, bosses, 
team captains, coaches, elders, small group leaders . . .
-- . . . are marked by a tug of war between accountability and 
grace . . . 

TR: . . . someone will end up . . .
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. . . in the mud hole.

TR: To wrap up, let me give you five fingers of truth that can help 
us go hand in hand, full of grace and truth, like Jesus.
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First . . . READ SLIDE 
-- If we won’t submit to accountability, it is a method that 
revealing something wrong within us.

TR: Second . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- If we run from accountable while shouting “no condemnation,” 
we are probably just running around in our prison cell of sin.

TR: Third finger of truth . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- When we have fallen short of the accountability . . . do we 
humbly confess or arrogantly excuse?

TR: Fourth finger . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: And finally, the opposing thumb to that last statement . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Those who presume upon grace are in bondage and stuck in 
their mud of sin.
-- Those who do not take in hand BOTH accountability and grace 
towards themselves and others, that is, they don’t expect 
accountability . . .
-- . . . will almost certainly not have lasting biblical peace in their 
relationships, whether at home, at church, in their ministries, and 
elsewhere.

TR: Oh, God, help me to be a humble sinner who truly receives 
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Christ’s grace.  To be willing to be held accountable.  To make 
my progress, though imperfect, evident to all.
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