
(Theme slide for this message)

Story of going through Yemen security easily because of God’s 
grace and because I was listed as a “minister.”

TR: One of my personal values is that I carry myself with the 
decorum befitting an ambassador of the King of Kings.
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While I may not actually carry an ID card, I am a minister of 
reconciliation.

TR: And if you’ve asked Jesus to be your Savior and Lord, you too 
are an ambassador for Him.
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The question for all of us is whether we are EFFECTIVE 
ambassadors with the right message from the King of Kings.
-- What does it take for us to be effective for Christ?

TR: Since we are a church UNDER THE WORD, we go to the Word, 
keeping our finger on the text.
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We first want to make observations and seek understanding of 
God’s message through the Apostle Paul to the original readers in 
1st century Corinth. 
-- This corresponds to the first section of our notes.

TR: When we start at 2 Cor. 5:11 . . .
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. . . we immediately have to put on the brakes.
-- When we start out with a LINKING WORD, like THEREFORE, we 
need to look back to what it is linking to.

TR: Let’s put it in reverse and look at verses 9-10 before we move 
on.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Last week we saw that we cannot ultimately lose, because our 
salvation assures us of our futures with God.
-- But these verses showed us that a requirement of courage is 
that we have the assurance that what we do matters.
-- We looked at 1 Cor 3 and saw that even after coming to faith, 
we can build in a way that lasts or a way that burns up.
-- While there may not be a literal video review of our lives, we 
will receive rewards AND suffer loss.
-- Jesus cares about everything we do.  And He will review it with 
us at the judgment seat.

TR: Because we know this . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: In my outline . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- [fear of the Lord] = reverent awe, the beginning of wisdom, 
that which keeps us from sin, 
-- To blow off what the Bible clearly teaches in this passage, is to 
blow off God . . . it is the opposite of true godly reverent fear.
-- Knowing that he would have to give an account, Paul 
THEREFORE persuades others about the Gospel truth.
-- [persuade] = to strive to convince, to prevail upon, to win over

TR: Verse 11 continues . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Even as it did earlier in the letter, it could seem that Paul is 
making much of himself.
-- That is not his goal, rather he is reminding the Corinthians 
about what they already know of him . . .
-- . . . so that they can respond to the false teachers that have 
come in and who are running down Paul credentials as an apostle 
. . .
-- . . .  AND even worse, the Gospel he presents.
-- Remember, these interlopers were all about letters of 
recommendations and fancy oratory.

TR: They were all about appearances and perhaps Paul and his 
companions seemed a bit crazy to them.
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Verse 13 continues . . . READ SLIDE 
-- [beside ourselves] = Mark 3:21 - His family heard about all 
these things. They went to get him because people said he was 
crazy.

TR: So, the reverent fear of God that Paul has, motivates him to 
persuade others of the Gospel . . .
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. . . but he does so from a good heart and a right mind . . .
-- even if some think that they are a bit “crazy.”
-- Paul is giving them something the Corinthians should be able to 
boast about concerning their spiritual father who planted their 
church – true integrity!

TR: Paul’s persuasive ministry also comes out of his love for Jesus 
and Jesus love for believers . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- [love of Christ] = either Paul’s love for Jesus OR Jesus’ love for 
them . . .
-- . . . second option better because Paul goes on to talk about 
how Jesus manifested the love He has . . . by dying for them.
-- [died for all] = sufficient atonement
-- [therefore all have died] = those who trust Jesus have so been 
identified with Him that they have died to this world.

TR: Even in the midst of some interpretive challenges, don’t miss 
the big idea . . .
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Paul ministered because he was controlled, constrained, hemmed 
in by the love of Jesus.
-- All of us, including Paul, who have trusted Christ by faith have 
died . . .
-- . . . and we no longer live for ourselves.

TR: Since Christ died for all . . . we then read in verse 16 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- [according to the flesh] = looking at things by merely their 
outward appearance

TR: Christ died for all . . .
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. . . THEREFORE . . . READ SLIDE 
-- How amazing . . . IF ANYONE IS IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW 
CREATION.

TR: This ministry of persuading others of this new creation Gospel 
is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- God is the reconciler . . . the One Who brings us back into 
relationship with Himself.
-- To do that, the debt of our trespasses, our sins, somehow 
needed to be paid . . . which was through Christ.

TR: The beginning of verse 20 tells us the results of this great 
news . . .

16



READ SLIDE 

TR: Verses 18 into the beginning of 20 told the Corinthians that . . 
.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. the 8 Simple Drawings . . . “God’s Work – Our Choice.”
-- Paul didn’t, nor do we reconcile people to God.  We just seek to 
persuasively declare the great news.

TR: Having received this ministry as ambassadors, Paul then lives 
out what he has been talking about and says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- [implore] = beg, plead with, beseech,   (CF GET DOWN ON 
KNEES)
-- [be reconciled] = passive, it is the work of God 
-- verse 21 then gives a powerful summary of the good news.

TR: We finish up our outline, with Paul saying . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: If that is where we end the sermon, I may have TAUGHT but I 
really haven’t “PREACHED.”  I haven’t modeled for you how the 
Holy Spirit loving meddles in our lives.
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So we need to prayerfully move to how the passage applies to us 
today.

TR: We need to use the text to take out the application to 
become an EFFECTIVE ambassador for Christ.
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The question for all of us is whether we are EFFECTIVE 
ambassadors with the RIGHT message from the King of Kings.
-- What does it take for us to be effective for Christ?

TR: Since we are a church UNDER THE WORD, we go to the Word, 
keeping our finger on the text.  Asking the Spirit to help us 
examine ourselves.
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We need to ask ourselves if we have . . . READ SLIDE 
-- We don’t like talking about the FEAR OF THE LORD . . . but it is 
the beginning of wisdom, 
-- , . . it keeps us away from sin, 
-- . . . it makes us realize that what we do after coming to faith 
really does MATTER!

TR: We can say we have that kind of reverence, but the proof is in 
how we answer this question . . .

23



READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. changing all of these “application questions” from YES-NO 
to TELL ME HOW-WHEN

TR: A second qualification is . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: While I can desire to carry myself with the decorum befitting 
an ambassador of the King of Kings, I must never . . .
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. . . be appearances-focused.
-- READ SLIDE 
-- John Maxwell: Success is being respected most by those who 
know you best.
-- “I will walk with integrity of heart within my 
house;” Psalms  101:2b ESV 

TR: A third qualification is . . .
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Do I have the . . . READ SLIDE 
-- If you remember what we said about our text, a right mind is 
from the perspective of God, not the world.

TR: By that I think the text encourages us to ask ourselves . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. Tozer quote in Swindoll – (Living Insights, 1&2 Corinthians, p. 361 from 
Keener): 
“A real Christian is an odd number anyway.  He feels supreme 
love for One whom he has never seen, talks familiarly every day 
to Someone he cannot see, expects to go to heaven on the virtue 
of Another, empties himself in order to be full, admits he is 
wrong so he can be declared right, goes down in order to get up, 
is strongest when he is weakest, richest when he is poorest, and 
happiest when he feels worst.  He dies so he can live, forsakes in 
order to have, gives away so he can keep, sees the invisible, hears 
the inaudible, and knows that which passeth knowledge.”

TR: Even with the question of [love of Christ], it seems clear that 
a qualification for an effective ambassador is a . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Remember, [heart] = seat of government of our lives 
(reasoning, emotions, will)

TR: A reflection question would be . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- I changed the questions from AM I . . . to HOW AM I.
-- Cf. the proof of how we actually live is much more important 
than what we say.

TR: The interviewer is also going to check for the . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: That is, how do you and I look out to those who don’t know 
Christ yet?
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READ SLIDE 
-- We all struggle with this . . . saying things like,“people who 
struggle (with sins that we don’t struggle with) . . . why can’t they 
just win over those temptations?”
-- Effective ambassadors don’t say someone else’s NO for them.

TR: Rather, they seek to clearly and persuasively present  the . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The message entrusted to us is one of reconciliation.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Why is division in the body of Christ . . .
-- Why is an unwillingness to work toward reconciliation in 
marriage and friendship so disturbing to me?
-- Because our theme message is reconciliation . . . Gospel fluency 
means that we speak reconciliation.

-- CF. person saying my theme message is reconciliation.
-- “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons 
of God.”

TR: The application has one last category. Do we as candidates for 
an effective ambassadorship have the . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Constrained by the love of God and motivated by the 
reverent fear of God, Paul . . .

35



. . . sought to persuade of the truth of the Gospel and then 
implored others to respond.
-- READ SLIDE 
-- “Is there anything that would keep you from trusting Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior right now?”

-- Do we have the RIGHT STUFF?  The right accountability, 
motivation, mind, heart, out-look, message and urgency?

TR: All this matters, but what is THE MOST IMPORTANT THING for 
an ambassador to do?  
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To communicate clearly the RIGHT MESSAGE from the King.

TR: Reviewing our passage we are reminded that . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Remember back to verse 15 . . .
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“him who for their sake died and was raised.”
-- If our theme-message is not centered on the empty cross of 
Jesus Christ, we have changed the King’s message.
-- We are so tempted to make the message one of tolerance, 
acceptance, even a worldly version of love . . . that we leave out 
the cross.
-- In 1 Cor. 1:23 Paul said that the cross was the stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles.

TR: When someone regards Christ according to the flesh, they 
may agree with the world when it says . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We may feel we need to apologize for God and be His defender.
-- cf. TV shows that present most smart people as being anti-
religious.
-- But they have no answer for the problem of evil.  
-- They have no hope to give us.

TR: But as an ambassador for Christ I remind you . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Our message must be focused on the empty cross of Jesus.

TR: Secondly, we are not faithful messengers if our message is 
not . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Think back again to verses 16-17
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Paul once looked at Jesus from a merely earthly perspective.
-- Until God opened his eyes to truth of the work of salvation 
through the suffering of the Savior.
-- Our message is one of hope for Jew, Gentile . . . and you!
-- You are not beyond the reach of God’s new creation work 
through Jesus.

TR: The world may say . . .
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READ SLIDE (top)
-- But the Gospel message we have been entrusted with says . . . 
READ SLIDE (bottom)
-- Cf. woman who would not believe that her husband had 
trusted Christ . . . “He’ll never change!”
-- I understand wanting to see the fruits of repentance in order to 
rebuild trust, but when we distort the Gospel message and 
thereby distort our filters for how we regard others . . . we are 
not good ambassadors.

TR: This empty cross focused, hope-filled outlook of the effective 
ambassador’s message is . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Look again at verses 20-21
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READ SLIDE 
-- How does this reconciliation work?
-- What does it mean that God made Christ to be sin . . . even 
though he knew no sin?

TR: The false ambassadors of God will listen to the world’s 
mockery of what Jesus has done.  The world says things like . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- “It’s God’s job to forgive . . . what’s the big deal?”
-- “If He can’t overlook our little foibles, then He must not be 
much of a God?!”

TR: The Effective Ambassador, persuasively presents what the 
true Gospel is all about.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The Ambassador’s message is one of the humility of Christ . . . 
even His humiliation.  The cost of our salvation is something we 
take too lightly.
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A true ambassador tells of the humility of the King.
-- What we celebrate especially at Christmas is the incarnation . . 
. the taking on of flesh by the eternal Son of God.
-- God the Son became fully human while remaining fully God.
-- His humility led him to become one of us.
-- He lived here using the same equipment we have available to 
us.

TR: But our text isn’t focused on the incarnation, but on the . . .
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. . . cross.
-- It was on the cross that the God-Man, Jesus, became sin.
-- It is because of that carrying of our sins that He was able to 
become our Savior.

TR: The end of verse 21 points further to this JUSTIFICATION that 
our notes mention . . .
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God reconciles our accounts by . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Elsewhere in the Bible, this great exchange is called . . .
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READ SLIDE 

-- Today I desire that we humbly reflect on whether we are being 
the effective ambassadors God has called us to be . . .
-- I hope we’ll take some time to use what we called the 
“application questions” to reflect on us AND our message.

TR: But I am constrained by the love of Christ to end this message 
with Paul’s own words . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- I plead with you, I beg you, with all sincerity I ask you . . .
-- . . . be reconciled to God. 
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