
(Intro Slide)
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Many couples at least talk about having a “date night.”  But, 
why?
-- Is date night an end in itself?
-- Or is it an intentional step toward creating the time and 
space needed to develop and nurture a relationship?

TR: In the 400s before Christ, Nehemiah was leading the 
rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem.  But, why?
-- Was the wall an end in itself?
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Let’s turn in our Bibles and find out.
-- READ SLIDE 
-- The people had worked hard, but this work had been 
accomplished with the help of God.

TR: Nehemiah didn’t just stand back and admire his work and 
then head back to the Persian capital where he served the 
king.
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In chapter 7:2 we read . . . that he appointed faithful, God-
fearing leaders.

TR: and down in verse 5 . . .
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, , , READ SLIDE 
-- This accounts for the lists of names found in chapter 7.  
Especially ensuring the legitimacy of the priests.

TR: SO . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: But when we get to chapters 8 and 9, we see a historical 
example of WHY the wall was built.  What the ultimate hope 
was about.
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If I could give it a single word title, it would be “Revival.”

TR: But what is revival, or as our notes say it . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: For many of us, finding “revival” is as intimidating as 
looking for . . .
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. . . agates on the shores of Lake Superior.
-- To me the pebble beaches look like a source of frustration to 
find these treasures.
-- But, to people like our own Don Nunn, they look like treasure 
troves of opportunity.
-- For those of us who don’t know what we’re looking for, it 
seems really unlikely that we’d ever find a gem of a rock like 
the one shown on the inset.

TR: The same is true for a lot of people looking for “revival.”  
They imagine that this RE-VIVING, or bringing back to full life, 
can be . . .
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. . . scheduled and planned.

TR: Or that it can be . . .
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. . . cancelled due to illness or death.

TR: What should we be looking for?  What does the historical 
account in Nehemiah describe to us?
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Beginning at chapter 8 . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 3
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READ SLIDE 
-- Ezra and a number of others were on a raised platform.

TR: Down to verse 5
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READ SLIDE 
-- An active, even physical response to God’s Word – verbal, 
with hands lifted, with heads and even bodies bowed.

TR: After listing more names, the middle of verse 7 continues 
. . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- So the Word was read AND then the “sense was given.”  
This is like what I try to do when I preach.  You see it in the 
text and I try to help you understand and welcome the 
reading.

-- This scripture reading and sermon, lasted in the area of 
four hours plus. 

TR: The people’s response tells us what characteristics we 
should be looking for when we are looking for a biblical 
revival.  We should see . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Think about it.  People who are healthy, who are VIVED . . . 
that is, vital, always have an . . .
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. . . appetite.
-- When one is sick, often there is no appetite.  Nothing tastes 
good.  Why bother to expend all that energy getting that fork 
to our mouth?

TR: Nehemiah, and also the book of Ezra, give us the historical 
example of REVIVAL and its first characteristic . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE (repeated from before).
-- We don’t read and study the Bible just to read and study the 
Bible.
-- We have a profound hunger to know God and to please Him, 
and therefore we devour His written revelation to us.
-- Or at least we should.
-- I’ve tried to provide tools like the Daily Reading Plan to help . 
. . but I can’t give people the hunger.
-- But, when God revives a person, a church, a community-full 
of churches, there is always ravenous desire for the Word.

TR: There is also a second characteristic that we should be 
looking for.  Let’s pick it up in 8:9
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 10
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 13
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READ SLIDE 

TR: These verses contain a bonus lesson for us.  Namely . . .
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. . . “Brokenness is a path, not a destination.”
-- The people were broken by the Word of God.  It had laid 
them bare (as the book of Hebrews says).  
-- And they wept.
-- When the Spirit of God is reviving people, there is often a 
great deal of weeping, of tears running down our faces.
-- But God does not want us to stay at the place of weeping 
forever.  He wants us to get to great rejoicing.

TR: Verse 14 continues our search for a second characteristic 
that we should be looking for.
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READ SLIDE (Verse 14)
-- The Feast of Booths, a time to “go camping.”  A time to dig 
deep into the truth of God’s revealed Word and into our 
relationships with Him and each other.

-- And the people did what after they read . . . READ SLIDE 
(Verse 16a)

TR: And then for the days of the feast they did what, see 
verse 18 . . .
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READ SLIDE 

-- This 8th day, this day of solemn assembly, was a day to 
further make sure that God’s people were walking in step 
with what God had revealed to be His will.  

TR: Chapter 9 picks it up.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 3
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READ SLIDE 
-- In the days of a true, God-given revival, we read of people 
willing to seek God like this.  

TR: Certainly we see underlined the characteristic of a 
profound hunger for the Word, but we also see modeled for 
us . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: There is a responsiveness.  It is the opposite of what 
preachers see in times when there is little or no life in the 
people . . .
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. . . that is, non-responsive pupils.
-- Just like when a doctor uses a small light to see if our pupils 
will respond to the light, so our response to the Word is a 
characteristic that models either the presence or absence of 
health.

TR: These are the two characteristics . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- EX: Judy’s note of apology after 40 years could be a 
harbinger.

-- SO, now we have some idea of what to look for on the 
pebble beach of our days.  

TR: But, why should we have hope that revival can come again 
to West Central Michigan and beyond?
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After all, I’ve been praying for it for 35 years and we have only 
seen sprouts of life, here and there, in the field of our work.
-- We have yet to see a true bumper crop of spiritual vitality 
when there are articles in the Grand Rapids Press talking about 
how God’s Spirit is changing the very fabric of our counties.

TR: My hope for revival, stimulated by the account in 
Nehemiah, is not rooted in my abilities or hard work.
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It is not in my ability to lay on a good hell-fire and brimstone 
gilded guilt trip.
-- This church sign may be funny . . . but it speaks of people 
who are perhaps inadvertently communicating that they really 
don’t have much hope that the AC thieves would ever be born 
again.  They have condemned them to hell even before the 
final bell of death has rung.
-- NO, our hope is not in brow-beating our culture around us.

TR: As we find out where our hope truly lies, would you be like 
the people of Nehemiah’s day and stand for this extended 
reading of God’s Word?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

-- (Ask the congregation to be seated)

TR: Why can we have hope?  Why should we never give up 
hope for revival, both covering many miles and individuals 
within those miles?

47



Because . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: In spite of all God goodness . . .
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. . . Nevertheless . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: And, so, what did God do?  He did not make an end of 
them or forsake them.  Rather . . . 
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we read . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: We have hope for revival because God doesn’t abandon 
us, He . . .
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. . . disciplines those whom He loves.
-- If anything is going to break through hard, stony hearts . . . it 
will be the wise discipline of God. 

TR: Our hope rests in God.  That He disciplines and that . . .
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. . . His mercies are new every morning.
-- I hope you caught that along the way.
-- Our hope for a revival is beyond just scheduling some special 
meetings, it is in the very character of God.

TR: Review with me a bit of what we just read.
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READ SLIDE (only heading)
-- What is God’s “NAME?”  Not just YAHWEH but all the aspects 
or attributes of His character and being.

-- God’s glorious name, our only hope for revival, is . . . READ 
SLIDE 

TR: Why is God’s name exalted above all blessing and praise?
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Because . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Our hope rests in the wonderful truth that He is . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Why do I still have hope, and even a more renewed hope 
than ever, for revival?
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Because the bringing back to fullness of the abundant life for 
the church rests on God.

TR: He is the God who can make . . .

56



. . . water come from the rock, as in the days of Moses.

TR: He is the God of Whom it was foretold in Ezekiel . . .
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. . . that He would remove our heart of stone and give us a 
heart of flesh.

TR: As our hope rests in God’s character, in a sense we can do 
nothing.  But, that isn’t fully true.
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Our text does model several things we can do.

TR: We don’t need to be . . .
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. . . twiddling our thumbs, impatiently waiting.

-- Perhaps you would be willing to stand again.

TR: Look at 9:32
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: (continue reading)
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READ SLIDE

-- Please be seated.

TR: What can we do?  What must we do?
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We must . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Secondly, going back to what we read earlier . . .
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in verses 27 and 28 . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: While we cannot schedule revival, we can do what God 
has allowed Nehemiah and Ezra to model for us . . .
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READ SLIDE (2nd point)

TR: Tying all this back to what we are to look for in a revival, 
today God’s call to us is simply to . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Perhaps Judy’s note is a harbinger.
-- But, I refuse to try to manipulate you in to responding.  
-- If God has spoken to you today, I invite you to cry out to Him.  
-- And, if He so moves you, come and bow your heads and 
worship the LORD with your face to the ground. 
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