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Sometimes “compromise” can be a good thing.
-- But at other times, compromise means that we have decided to 
take a short-cut.
-- That’s especially serious when we by-pass the narrow path of 
“trust and obey.”
-- Last week we saw 3 excuses compromisers use: “It is too hard. 
I’ll do it later.  I’ve got a better way.”

TR: This week we want to understand the CAUSES BEHIND THE 
COMPROMISES.
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We want to allow the history of the people of God in Judges to 
help us avoid the spiritual faceplants that come from making 
compromises of the bad sort.

-- I hope you’ve had a chance to print off the sermon notes or are 
using the app.
TR: Today we will be asking you to go back and forth in the notes. 
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We will first go through our Bible passage, noting the various 
points on the five lists on the left-hand side.  The insights do not 
just straight down the lists.  You will need to pay attention and go 
back and forth as you pay attention to the slides.

TR: In this second part of the introduction to the book of Judges, 
we will see again the . . .
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. . . repeated cycle.  REVIEW SLIDE

TR: Let’s begin in Judges 2:6 as we look at the CAUSES BEHIND 
THE COMPROMISES
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READ SLIDE 
-- This is a recap since chapter 1 told us that Joshua had already 
died.
-- What the author is giving us is the theological reasons behind 
the sinful compromises that led to the squandered blessings.  
Remember, the blessings that were left in the drawer.

TR: Things seemed to be going well throughout Joshua’s time of 
leadership.
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He ends up being buried within the boundaries of his inheritance.

TR: But verse 10 then tells us that . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- “that generation” is the elders who outlived Joshua

TR: As we try to diagnose the situation, we start a first list of 
observations.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Interestingly, though these verses are very similar to some in 
the book of Joshua, they add the word, “GREAT.”
-- Remember, when you see the word LORD in all capital or small 
capitals in your Bible, it is really the covenant name of God, 
YAHWEH.  
-- Even though most English translations follow the ancient 
practice of honoring the name of God by not pronouncing it out 
loud, the Bible does not forbid it.   It is more dishonoring to take 
the very character of YAHWEH in vain through our lives of 
compromised trusting and obeying THAN saying or writing His 
revealed name.
TR: Verse 11 goes on . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: What did this new generation that “forgot” do?
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READ SLIDE (Highlighted Only)

TR: They didn’t just abandon God . . .
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READ HIGHLIGHTS
-- The Baals – Means husbands, owners, lords
-- Various: Baal-berith, peor, gad, zebul, melqart
-- Son of El, the god of storms and rains
-- Ashtaroth = plural; also Ishtar, Anath; goddess of war and 
fertility
-- In a land where rain is not plentiful, where the fertile valleys 
were controlled by their enemies . . . it may seem that to get 
ahead one needs to be expedient and worship the so called gods 
of the land.

TR: The new generation didn’t just “forget,” they went further.  
Moving to our second list on our notes . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The same verses begin to show us how YAHWEH responded.
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READ HIGHLIGHTS

TR: Verse 14 continues
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READ SLIDE 

TR: What did the LORD do?  Moving down to our third list on our 
notes, we capture that . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- He was against them when they were on defense.
-- He was against them when they tried to go on offense.

TR: But this doesn’t mean God was fickle.  All this is just . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Adding to our first list . . . 
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READ SLIDE (Highlight only)

TR: As we keep moving down the text, we read in verse 16 . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Before we get to what YAHWEH graciously did again and 
again, note the now explicit spiritual adultery of the new 
generations . . .
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READ SLIDE (Highlighted Only)
-- This was not a brief fling . . . it was a full out affair . . . it was 
abandonment.

TR: But verse 18 is amazing, repeating some of verse 16
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READ SLIDE 
-- Remember the cycle:  When the people finally called out, He 
answered.
-- God is not unmoved by our tears, if they are truly tears of 
repentance and not just remorse.

TR: Our fourth list tells us . . .

21



READ SLIDE 

TR: The importance of the leader becomes obvious, as does the 
deteriorating condition of the people’s souls . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Back to our first list
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A new generation “forgets” and then . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: What did they forget?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: They forgot . . .
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. . . the covenant God had made with them and they with God.
-- READ SLIDE 

TR: Verses 20-21, that we just read, also tell us more about our 
3rd list . . .
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READ SLIDE 

-- We learned that YAHWEH mercifully saved, again and again, 
because He was moved to pity.  

TR: We see deeper into the ways of God at the end of chapter 2 
and the beginning of 3 . . .
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He did not drive out the nations . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: 3:1 continues . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: After verse 3 tells us the specifics of the nations, we read in 
verse 4 . . .
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. . . that these nations were . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Our final list, at the bottom of the column in our notes, 
captures . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: While the LORD even worked their defeats into something 
that had redemptive purpose, the hearts of the people continued 
to “Forget” what should never be forgotten.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: We finish our observations on the biblical text by adding one 
last item to our first list . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: There is a great danger right now of us . . .
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. . . drifting off into the thinking that this is dusty old history that 
has nothing to do with us.

TR: Nothing could be further from the truth.  So we move to the 
right side of our sermon notes . . .
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. . . to the applications.

TR: Making these applications is just what we are told to do by 
the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians.  
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READ SLIDE 
-- If we are so arrogant to assume that we will stand when they 
fell, we are doomed to fall as well.

TR: Whether during the wilderness wanderings, as Paul directly 
refers to, or to the time of the Judges . . . we must not miss the 
application that . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Temptations are common to man . . . so let’s audit the pain of 
God’s people from over 3,000 years ago and learn THE CAUSES 
BEHIND THE COMPROMISES.

TR: Why?  Because what promoted these disastrous compromises 
and resulting defeats back then . . . still does today.
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READ SLIDE 
-- When we refuse to pick up and put on the lens of God’s 
revelation in His Word, we will fall into the compromises of life 
that lead to defeat, just like they did.

TR: We have an arrogant near-sightedness when we demonstrate 
. . .
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. . . a lack of HINDSIGHT.
-- The author to the Hebrews in the NT tells us not to neglect so 
great a salvation.
-- The new generation did not know the GREAT work of the LORD.
-- How easily we tolerate boredom with the great salvation and 
great Savior.

TR: We also forget . . .
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. . . the more recent stories . . . the testimonies of others and of 
our “rock stories”
-- we stop telling them . . . and we stop asking about them.

TR: Our stories usually have heroes in them.  People who led us 
in some way.
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It is easy to minimize how important good leaders are.
-- It is sad how quickly things deteriorated after the judges died, 
but they were an influence for good.

TR: What is the prescription for a lack of hindsight?

41



I think it is gratitude and worship.
-- This is hard for us as seen in our Thanksgiving celebrations that 
have almost no giving of thanks in them.
-- Even our world knows we should remember: Memorial day, 
remembering when the Nazi’s surrendered 75 years ago, 
Mother’s Day, etc. 
-- Cf. fund raising for Holocaust Museum . . . “Lest we forget” . . . 
and yet there are many who believe the slaughter of 6 million 
Jews did not happen.

TR: We are in greater danger of catastrophic compromise when 
we lack hindsight.  The arrogant short-sightedness is also 
witnessed in our . . .
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. . . lack of FORESIGHT
-- Like a bird is blind to the snare that encircles the tasty treat, so 
we can be presumptuous as well.
-- We imagine that our disobedience is “just a little white sin.”
-- Like a so-called harmless flirtation at work, we can’t see that it 
is the path to adultery . . . first in our hearts and then in our 
bodies.

TR: To say it in a different way . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The prescription if for us to take a good dose of being . . .
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. . . sober-minded. 
-- This often-repeated admonition means that we are to be clear-
headed. 
-- EX: Ask men to think through to the END of what giving into 
the temptation will mean.

TR: A presumptuous myopia, near-sighted when we look back . . . 
when we look ahead . . . and when we . . .
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. . . look within.
-- Because we are not really tempted by Baals and other idols, we 
think all this does not apply to us.
-- But these false gods were a temptation because these folks 
were looking for what would make for health and wealth for 
their families and themselves.
-- It probably seemed “expedient” for them to do what seemed 
to be working for the world around them.  It seemed to work for 
others.  Why wouldn’t it work for them?

TR: I’ve seen this lack of insight again and again when people 
decide to move.
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They arrogantly assume that they can be healthy without a good 
church.
-- They assume they have what it takes by themselves.
-- EX: Pastor who was almost burned out . . . 4 months later with 
more pressure now doing OK because allow others to speak into 
his life.

TR: BUT THE MOST PROFOUND APPLICATION for many of us is 
the insight of Bruce Wilkenson of Walk Thru the Bible.  He 
referred to the three generations of Moses, Joshua, and the New 
Generation as three chairs.
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READ SLIDE – it is not a perfect illustration but still very powerful.
-- The first chair are people who know God and have witnessed 
His great works.
-- The second chair are those who perhaps have not seen as 
much, but they are still faithful to God, at least outwardly.
-- The third chair is for those who haven’t seen the great works of 
God through Moses, nor have they conquered with Joshua.  They 
are a generation who grows up with the compromises of 
generation two.  They have seen the outward faithfulness and yet 
have witnessed the inner hypocrisy of their parents.
-- No one is born into the first chair.  It is always a choice of trust 
and obey.  Of repentance and faith.  Of turning away from our sin 
and turning to God in faith and belief.

TR: When I heard this illustration for the first time, now years 
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ago, I had a profound insight, at least it was for me . . .48



When I have presumptuous myopia, I lack INSIGHT . . . READ 
SLIDE 
-- EX: Being a first chair believer . . . but my kids weren’t going to 
be if they didn’t choose to be.
-- [good dad or mom] = only a 1st chair believer . . . otherwise you 
are setting your child up to start all the way in the third chair . . . 
or perhaps to leave the dinner table all together. 

TR: We don’t control our children or the next generation . . . but 
the best thing any of us can do for them is to . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Perhaps even today, if you are with your kids in person or by 
video chat, or perhaps you could give them a call . . .
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. . . and tell them of your decision to move chairs.  
-- You don’t want the easy chair, the recliner of the 3rd chair.
-- You don’t even want the armchair of the 2nd chair.
-- You are ready to take the simple chair of a servant . . . the first 
chair of knowing God and His great work . . . 
-- Perhaps you’ll even set up three chairs in your home and talk 
this through.
-- Help your children know that they will not be 1st chair without 
a conscious, deliberate, intentional choice.
-- Pray to that end for them and make it easier for them . . . take 
God’s prescription and see clearly with HINDSIGHT, FORESIGHT, 
and INSIGHT . . . then we will have eyes to see the CAUSES 
BEHIND THE COMPROMISES>
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