
(Theme Slide)
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Most of us don’t dress this way in the morning . . .
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(put on robe and hood)
-- we don’t put on the judge’s robe and certainly not the 
executioner’s hood.
-- And yet, many of us may find ourselves needing to take these 
off before the end of the day.

TR: How does this happen?
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The steps up to the gallows include being hurt, allowing that hurt 
to turn to anger, and ultimately to vengeance.

TR: We easily slip into the silly notion that it is our calling to “fix 
them.”  And we can mean that in a number of ways . . . 
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READ SLIDE 

TR: It is so easy to slip on the judge’s robe and find ourselves . . .
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. . . exercising the gavel of blaming others for everything or . . .
-- gloating when it seems God is disciplining them or we have hurt 
them back, “fixing” them, but good.

TR: Blaming and gloating may even slip into a spirit of . . .
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revenge.
-- We find ourselves wanting to get even.

TR: Today, the encouragement from God is to  . . . 

7



. . . remove the robe and hood from our closets.
-- Don’t donate them to Goodwill . . . burn them.

TR: The Biblical Peacemaker must resist slipping on the robe of 
being judgmental, and the hood of being vengeful.
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Rather, we must see what a Biblical Peacemaker’s Heart is all 
about.

TR: A brief glimpse of the kind of heart Jesus wants us to have is 
found in the letter to the Romans . . .

9



. . . page 1049 in the handout Bibles.
-- The earlier paragraph began with an overview statement about 
love being genuine.
-- This section, dealing with the even more difficult situations of 
deep hurt and anger, begins with the overview statement . . . 
READ SLIDE (verse 14)

-- After this intro, we see the first characteristic of a peacemaker’s 
heart . . . READ SLIDE (verse 15)

TR: When we allow ourselves to give in to the lure of the robe ‘n 
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hood, we allow our hearts to get hard, rather than . . . 10



. . . tender.

TR: If we are to be peacemakers, we must heed the verse . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: A peacemaker’s heart is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Cf. my often repeated prayer for my children . . . and for those 
in conflict.

TR: Remember the overview statement, Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Verse 17 builds on 
this . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: This reflects back to the Proverbs . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The biblical peacemaker’s heart is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Someone else doing wrong does not justify us doing wrong.
-- When we allow ourselves to become judgmental and even 
spiteful . . . we want to get even.
-- We want to fight fire with fire.
-- But that is beneath the dignity of an ambassador of Jesus . . . 
we act seek to act honorably.

TR: Verses 18-19 continue to challenge us in those days when the 
Spirit holds up a mirror and we see that we have taken on the 
Robe and maybe even the Hood.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Again, the Proverbs give us some backdrop for Paul’s words.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: We may be tempted to lay a trap for the other person but . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The peacemaker’s heart is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Isn’t it easy to think we can change others?
-- A huge moment of maturity is when we realize that we can only 
seek God’s help to change ourselves . . .
-- AND THEN, perhaps we will be able to INFLUENCE others to 
change.

TR: Being peaceful is not a passive thing, as verses 20-21 point 
out.
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READ SLIDE 
-- Maybe we’ve been good and not sought to reek vengeance on 
the people who have hurt us.
-- But we’ve stopped short of overcoming evil with good.
-- [heap burning coals]

TR: Actually, we sort of gloat when we see them fall.  Again the 
Proverbs speak to us . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Instead of being passive, or even gloating, a peacemaker’s 
heart is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- In contrast to these traits, folks who wear to robe and hood 
frequently tend to be . . .
-- . . . those who steel themselves, hardening their hearts so that 
they won’t be hurt . . . can’t be hurt;
-- they assume they are right, instead of humbly checking to see 
how they contributed to the conflict;
-- they dishonorably lose it in anger, saying things intended to 
hurt, to push buttons, to teach them a lesson.
-- they are people who practically believe that getting even is the 
same thing as justice.  They think they are in control and if they 
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are firm enough, harsh enough, demanding enough . . . that 
they can make people do what they consider to be the right 
thing.
-- those who wear the robe and hood tend to think they are 
fireproof and can use fire to fight fire.  Instead of initiating 
good to overcome evil, they are overcome.

TR: But Biblical peacemaker’s ask God to take the robe and 
hood out of their closets.  Why?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Because . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Let me just run through a bunch of passages quickly . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 4
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Jesus said something similar as recorded in Luke 6
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READ SLIDE 
-- Most of us want others to give us the judgment of charity, to 
look at our motives through the lens of love.
-- When we hurt them, and they are confused with our actions, 
we want them to say, as some others have said . . .
-- “Why would a reasonable, rational, and decent person do what 
this person is doing?” (Crucial Accountability, p. 124)
-- And yet, many immature people put on the black outfit when 
they so quickly assume the worst about the motives of others, 
especially fellow believers.
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TR: James, the half-brother of Jesus warns us . . . 28



READ SLIDE 
-- I don’t want God’s judgment of me to be without mercy, do 
you?
-- We often get very hurt, angry, and even vengeful at people who 
struggle with different sins than we do.
-- We show mercy to the person who struggles with similar sins . . 
. because we “understand.”
-- But, THOSE sins are the act of unreasonable, irrational, and 
thoroughly evil people.

TR: In summary, a few chapters later . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Should our prayer not be that God would help us establish our 
hearts to be tender, humble, honorable, peaceful, and even 
initiating?
-- Biblical peacemaker’s take off the robe and hood because they 
don’t want to be liable to judgment themselves.

TR: But there is even a more compelling reason.  The robe and 
hood is . . .
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. . . NOT what Jesus, our Savior, wore.
-- For us to change from being judgmental and even vengeful, it 
will take more than just reading biblical commands and warnings.
-- It will take a love relationship with Jesus.
-- Only when He has captured our hearts will they be established 
in peace.

TR: Worship Jesus with me as you consider what Jesus wore 
during His earthly ministry . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: If there ever was someone who has the right to be 
judgmental, it would be Jesus, but His heart towards us is . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: I read this next verse each time I walk down the steps to our 
basement . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Have this mind in you . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: If anyone has the right to be arrogant.  To be haughty, To not 
associate with the lowly.  To be wise in His own eyes . . . it is 
Jesus.
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. . . but what we see is that God the Son humbled Himself.
-- When we are tempted to put on the robe and hood and hold 
our head back in judgmental arrogance . . .
-- . . . we need more than anything to see Jesus . . . not just 
washing feet, but dying on a cross so that our sins could be 
washed away.

TR: What amazes me about God, is that He is holy, always keeping 
the standards He asks us to keep.
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Jesus didn’t repay evil for evil . . . He always did the righteous 
thing . . . He was sinless, always pleasing the Father.

TR: He could ask, later in John 8 . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: When we are tempted to get down into the muck and sling 
mud, to give others a taste of their own medicine, we need to see 
Jesus who was always . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Jesus understood what Romans 12 says, we will not always be 
at peace with everyone . . . He said . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: There will be division in this world, but in the midst of the 
horrid reality, which makes us cry out for the soon return of our 
Savior . . . we worship Jesus for being . . .
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. . . the Prince of Peace.

TR: Let us not leave behind the worship of Jesus our Prince of 
Peace . . . THE Prince of Peace.
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Jesus’ garment was not one of vengeance.
-- His heart was peaceful.

TR: And this peaceful heart of our Savior was not overcome by 
evil, though the dark hours after the crucifixion may have looked 
that way.
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The resurrection declared that the cruel death on the cross, 
bearing the wrath of God against our sin, was for us.
-- READ SLIDE 

TR: Jesus, the ultimate Peacemaker, has a heart that is . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Why will some of us pray today that God make the robe and 
hood repellant to us?
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READ SLIDE 

TR: If we think that this is only a message for immature, baby 
Christians . . . that we’d never think of saying . . .
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. . . “I’ll fix them!”
-- We need to remember the great missionary, E. Stanley Jones, 
who was brutally attacked in the public press.
-- After being deeply hurt, he drafted a letter of response.
-- The Holy Spirit prompted him to share it with what would be 
equivalent of a great small group, his spiritual mentors.

TR: The response written on the letter . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- he had written . . . “the kind of reply you are proud of the first 
five minutes, the second five minutes you're not so certain, and 
the third five minutes you know you are wrong.”
-- through those simple words he was warned by the Holy Spirit 
that he would win argument but lose the man;
-- He tore up letter; weeks later received letter of apology

-- It will take time, my friends, for us to stop being so quick to pull 
out the judge’s robe. 
-- It will take time with Jesus, tender, humble hearts . . . 
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honorable . . . peaceful . . . Jesus . . . Who is initiating even 
this moment by His Spirit in our hearts.
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