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(Title Slide)
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At this time of the year, most of us are putting on our sunglasses.
TR: And some of us may even be wearing those . . .
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. . . mirrored sunglasses.
TR: Unfortunately, in the spiritual realm, many are wearing glasses
that have been spray painted black on the outside, and are . . .
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. . . mirrored on the inside.
‐‐ All we see is our own reflection.
TR: In the language of the OT book of Judges . . .

R i g ht i n
Our Own
Eye s

R i g ht i n
G o d ’s
Eye s
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. . . we end up seeing what is right in our own eyes . . .
‐‐ . . . while being blacked out to what is right in God’s eyes – what
is really right.
TR: This is a big deal as we try to navigate through life. At the end
of his life, Moses said to the children of Israel . . .

Deuteronomy 29:4

But to this day the LORD has not given
you a heart to understand or eyes to see
or ears to hear.
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ESV

READ SLIDE
TR: We need to ask Him to give us eyes to see . . . wisdom to take
off our shady spiritual shades.

Matthew 6:22‐23

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if
your eye is healthy, your whole body
will be full of light, 23but if your eye is
bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness!”
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ESV

Jesus taught us . . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ How we look at things is critical.
‐‐ Blackened sunglasses with mirrored insides will leave us in great
darkness.
TR: We have much to learn from one of the most famous Judges,
known to even many who have never opened a Bible . . .

THE JUDGES
DELIVERERS
LEADERS

Shamgar
Elon

Barak

Gideon
Tola

Abdon

Ehud
Deborah
Samson

Ibzan

Jair
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Jephthah

Samson

Othniel

. . . Samson.
‐‐ He is part of the tribe of Dan, or at least the remnant of the tribe
that did not move up north.
TR: Understanding where the four chapters of Judges 13‐16 fit are
critical to us taking off the shades.

JUDGES

1 SAMUEL 7 ‐ Mizpeh

GROWS UP

1 SAMUEL 4 ‐ Aphek

Manoah and his wife

LIFE OF SAMSON
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40 YEARS PHILISTINE OPPRESSION

Biblical historian, Leon Wood, said that in likelihood there are
three events that put the life of Samson in context.
‐‐ the birth prophecy of chapter 13, to Manoah and his wife . . .
‐‐ the conquest of the Philistines and the taking of the Ark of the
Covenant in 1 Sam 4 . . .
‐‐ . . . which is probably when Samson begins judging.
‐‐ And when Samuel leads the victory over the Philistines in 1 Sam
7.
TR: So the four chapters I hope you’ve read cover . . .

Manoah and his wife

LIFE OF SAMSON
20 YEARS

GROWS UP
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JUDGES

40 YEARS PHILISTINE OPPRESSION

. . . the entire 40 year time of oppression by the Philistines.
‐‐ The first 20 are when Samson grows up. Chapter 13 is the
starting point.
‐‐ Chapters 14‐15 cover the time marked by the center red bar on
the chart.
‐‐ This is the time when Samson starts judging by creating havoc
with the oppressors.
‐‐ It seems that the 18 or so years when he judged are not given in
any detail . . .
‐‐ . . . but then chapter 16 covers the red bar to the right, the last
year or so of his service before his death.
TR: Geographically, remember the various areas of the land . . .

COASTAL PLAIN
SHEPHELAH (Low Hills)
MOUNTAINS
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WILDERNESS
JEZREEL VALLEY
NEGEV

NEGEV (Desert)

The Philistines controlled the COASTAL PLAIN and from there
oppressed much of the rest of the land.
‐‐ Samson is from the SHEPHELAH or low hills, the transition area
to the higher and more rugged elevations.
TR: Specifically . . .

Samson
Timnah
VALLEY OF SOREK
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ASHKELON
GAZA

Zorah

. . . most of the events of our four chapters takes place in one of
the four major valleys that run from the mountains through the
Shephelah to the coast plains.
‐‐ The Valley of Sorek, marking in yellow.
‐‐ When we zoom in a bit, we see the approximate location of
Zorah, which is where Samson was born.
‐‐ And we see that Timnah, mentioned in chapter 14, was only
about 4 miles west of Zorah . . . a long hour’s walk
‐‐ Note as well that Ashkelon and Gaza were down south‐west,
with Ashkelon about 24 miles away.
TR: Our study begins with a familiar refrain to those who have
been reading the Judges . . .

Judges 13:1

And the people of Israel again did what
was evil in the sight of the LORD, so the
LORD gave them into the hand of the
Philistines for forty years.
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ESV

READ SLIDE
‐‐ As we read God’s WONDERFUL response to His short‐sighted
people’s foolishness . . .
‐‐ our goal must be to understand the AUTHOR/COMPILER’S
INTENTION . . .
‐‐ . . . and not just use the great moments in the story as
illustrations for whatever we want to teach.
‐‐ There is a great danger of MORALISTIC THINKING . . . don’t be
bad like strongman Samson.
‐‐ But is that really the point the author wants us to take away?
‐‐ Yes, it is an illustration of bad morals. But, is that the focal
point?
TR: I think we find clues in the “SEAMS” of the account. Like the
headings in a paper you write for school, helping the reader follow
along with your thought. This begins with 13:1, which we just read.

Judges 13:24‐25

And the woman bore a son and called
his name Samson. And the young man
grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25And
the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him
in Mahaneh‐dan, between Zorah and
Eshtaol.
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ESV

Then we have the end of chapter 13, which is really the intro
verses for chapters 14‐15 . . . READ SLIDE .
‐‐ This would start the first red bar on our chart and then transition
to the middle red bar.
TR: Then the compiler does something that really helps us
understand his thought‐flow . . .

Judges 15:20 & 16:31
20And

he judged Israel in the days of the
Philistines twenty years.
31Then his brothers and all his family
came down and took him and brought
him up and buried him between Zorah
and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his
father. He had judged Israel twenty
years.
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. . . he repeats a phrase that usually wraps up the accounts of the
previously covered judges . . .
‐‐ READ SLIDE (20) at the end of the center red bar OR the
beginning of the 20 years,
‐‐ AND the closing of our last chapter, after Samson’s death, in
16:31 . . . repeating “He had judged Israel twenty years.”
TR: Using these markers, let’s see the clarifying and magnifying
light that can be shed as we . . .

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13)

16

(14‐15)
(16)

. . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ . . . the WONDERFUL what?
‐‐ That’s what we’ll see in the three sections. Chapter 13, 14‐15, 16.
TR: With so much text I can only help us review the text, but please
read it if you haven’t already.

Judges 13:2

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the
tribe of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah. And his wife was barren and
had no children.
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We begin with the prophecy of Samson’s birth and ministry.
‐‐ READ SLIDE
‐‐ She is told to not drink alcohol nor eat unclean foods
TR: She was told that . . .

Judges 13:5b

No razor shall come upon his head, for
the child shall be a Nazirite to God from
the womb, and he shall begin to save
Israel from the hand of the Philistines.”
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ She tells her husband about the “man of God,” whose
appearance was “very awesome.”
‐‐ Manoah prayed to have the angel of God appear again and teach
them about what they were to do.
TR: The angel of God reappeared to the woman and she fetched
Manoah.

Judges 13:12‐13

And Manoah said, “Now when your
words come true, what is to be the
child’s manner of life, and what is his
mission?” 13And the angel of the LORD
said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the
woman let her be careful.”
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Manoah wants more information . . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ Manoah asks to prepare a young goat for a meal but the Angel of
Yahweh says he will only use it as an offering.
TR: Manoah prepares the offering and then asks the name of the
messenger and is told . . .

Judges 13:18

And the angel of the LORD said to him,
“Why do you ask my name, seeing it is
wonderful?” 19So Manoah took the
young goat with the grain offering, and
offered it on the rock to the LORD, to
the one who works wonders, and
Manoah and his wife were watching.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Remember, we are taking off our shades that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL.
‐‐[WONDERFUL] – One translation says, “for you cannot
comprehend it.”
‐‐ Related to the word used in Isaiah 9:6 of Handel’s Messiah fame .
. . “Wonderful Counselor”
‐‐The flame went up and the angel of the LORD went up in the
flame.
‐‐ They fell with their faces to the ground because they now knew
that it was the angel of the LORD.
‐‐ Manoah thinks he will die for having seen God (v. 22) but his
wife makes clear that such a conclusion doesn’t make sense.
TR: And that brings us to the end of chapter 13, our first section,
with what we previously read . . .

Judges 13:24‐25

And the woman bore a son and called
his name Samson. And the young man
grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25And
the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him
in Mahaneh‐dan, between Zorah and
Eshtaol.
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ESV

Samson is born and grows up blessed by Yahweh, whose Spirit
begins to stir him in the “camp of Dan”, describing the remnant of
Dan that did not move north, as we’ll see in our next study.
TR: Why must we ask the LORD to take off our shades? WHAT do
we want to see? WHO do we NEED to see?

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15)
(16)

READ SLIDE
‐‐ It seems likely from the way the text talks about the Angel of the
LORD, and then referring to Him as the LORD . . . that this is a pre‐
incarnate appearance of the second person of the Trinity.
‐‐ This is the Son of God merely appearing as a man . . . before He
took on forever humanity as was announced to Mary over 1,000
years later.
TR: The wonderful, incomprehensible Son of God Who initiates.
What does He initiate?

(13) Initiating Son of God
• Who initiates saving grace

23

. . . saving grace.
‐‐ What’s missing from the cycle? There is no record that they
cried out to the LORD!
‐‐ Whether you theologically emphasize God’s sovereignty or
human responsibility . . . whether Calvinist or Arminian . . . we all
agree that GOD WENT FIRST.
‐‐ God initiates salvation
‐‐ . . . and when we allow the world to tempt us to be fashionable
and wear their “shades,” we make religion about our works or
about our bargaining with God for a better life now or some kind
of life then.
TR: When our eyes can see the WONDERFUL initiating Son of God,
we see He graciously . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
• Who initiates saving grace
• Who ignores foolish
questions
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. . . ignores foolish questions.
‐‐ Manoah wanted more info.
‐‐ The Angel of the LORD said, “Be careful to do what I told the
woman.”
TR: When we wear the fashionable shades of the world, we
arrogantly assume we have the right to know everything. We must
remember . . .

Deuteronomy 29:29

The secret things belong to the LORD
our God, but the things that are
revealed belong to us and to our
children forever, that we may do all the
words of this law.
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READ SLIDE
TR: Even though He does not answer all of Manoah’s questions, He
is still gracious and . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
• Who initiates saving grace
• Who ignores foolish
questions
• Who strengthens faith with
signs
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Manoah and his wife were living in troubled times
‐‐ On the border with the Philistines
‐‐ . . . and Danites had mostly moved north
‐‐ When we wear the shades of the world, we complain and judge
God as being too slow . . . but our WONDERFUL God has gone first,
He has given us what we need to be faithful to Him in our day.
TR: The next two chapters cover a compressed time period marked
by . . .

Manoah and his wife

LIFE OF SAMSON
20 YEARS

GROWS UP
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JUDGES

40 YEARS PHILISTINE OPPRESSION

. . . the middle red bar. It really starts at the end of chapter 13
when we are told the Spirit of the LORD stirred him.
‐‐ This is when Samson begins to fulfill the word given by the
WONDERFUL INITIATING ANGEL OF GOD, Jesus the Son.
TR: This covers . . .

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15)
(16)

. . . chapters 14‐15.
‐‐ Looking especially for clues of the author/compiler’s intentions.
TR: While we expect things to start off very positive with the good
ending to chapter 13, that’s not what happens.

Judges 14:1‐2

Samson went down to Timnah, and at
Timnah he saw one of the daughters of
the Philistines. 2Then he came up and
told his father and mother, “I saw one of
the daughters of the Philistines at
Timnah. Now get her for me as my
wife.”
ESV

READ SLIDE
TR: His parents push back but . . .
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Judges 14:3e

But Samson said to his father, “Get her
for me, for she is right in my eyes.”
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ESV

READ SLIDE
‐‐ This is very similar to the summary phrase found in 17:6 and
21:25.
‐‐ Samson may be called of God but he was unfortunately a man of
his times.
TR: The editor then includes a critical verse for our understanding .
..

Judges 14:5

His father and mother did not know
that it was from the LORD, for he was
seeking an opportunity against the
Philistines. At that time the Philistines
ruled over Israel.

31

ESV

READ SLIDE
‐‐ the “he” is likely the LORD.
TR: On the way down into the valley to visit the gal from Timnah (I
guess that makes her a valley girl) . . .

Then the Spirit
of the LORD
rushed upon
him, and
although he
had nothing in
his hand, he
tore the lion in
pieces as one
tears a young
goat.
14:6a‐c

READ SLIDE
TR: A bit later . . .
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Judges 14:7

Then he went down and talked with the
woman, and she was right in Samson’s
eyes.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Note the repetition of what Samson’s eyes “saw” (the mirrored
lens showed him what was right in his own eyes)
‐‐ The wedding is arranged.
‐‐ He provides a feast in Timnah, the word suggesting a drinking
feast.
‐‐ Some would say Samson violated the Nazarite Vow by walking
through the vineyard, or by drinking at the party, but neither is in
the text.
‐‐ Some would say he violated it by touching the dead lion when he
scooped out the honey, but there is debate about whether
Numbers 6 forbids touching a dead human body or any dead body.
TR: The wedding feast starts and Samson toys with the 30
companions the Philistines assign to him.

Judges 14:14

And he said to them,
“Out of the eater
came something to eat.
Out of the strong
came something sweet.”
And in three days they could not solve
the riddle.
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He asks them a riddle . . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ This is going to cost the men two changes of clothing, including
their “Sunday Best” (though few people know what that is
anymore).
‐‐ So they pressure the Philistine “valley girl” with death threats to
her and her family.
TR: Verse 16 . . .

Judges 14:16a‐d

And Samson’s wife wept over him and
said, “You only hate me; you do not love
me. You have put a riddle to my people,
and you have not told me what it is.”
ESV

READ SLIDE
TR: She keeps the pressure on . . .
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Judges 14:17

She wept before him the seven days
that their feast lasted, and on the
seventh day he told her, because she
pressed him hard. Then she told the
riddle to her people.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ This strong man couldn’t stand up against the tears of a woman.
‐‐ Samson is angry and gives a ditty about “plowing with his
heifer.”
‐‐ Some say heifers weren’t usually used for plowing.
TR: And again, like with the lion, we read . . .

Judges 14:17

And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon
him, and he went down to Ashkelon and
struck down thirty men of the town and
took their spoil and gave the garments
to those who had told the riddle. In hot
anger he went back to his father’s
house.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Some 24 miles, down the coast, he kills 30 Philistines.
TR: He went back home in anger, not having consummated the
marriage. Chapter 15 continues this section . . .

Judges 15:1

After some days, at the time of wheat
harvest, Samson went to visit his wife
with a young goat. And he said, “I will
go in to my wife in the chamber.” But
her father would not allow him to go in.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Wheat harvest would be May/June
‐‐ And Samson’s wife had been given to his companion, who had
been his best man.
TR: Samson declares . . .

Judges 15:3‐4

And Samson said to them, “This time I
shall be innocent in regard to the
Philistines, when I do them harm.” 4So
Samson went and caught 300 foxes and
took torches. And he turned them tail to
tail and put a torch between each pair
of tails.
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READ SLIDE (verse 3)
‐‐ Perhaps last time his pride was at the root of what he did, but
this time he felt justified.
READ SLIDE (verse 4)
TR: The “foxes” were likely jackals . . .
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. . . who tend to travel in packs, making it a bit easier to capture
300 of them.
TR: A ruined crop angers the Philistines and after they found out
Samson’s motives . . .

Judges 15:6d‐8

And the Philistines came up and burned
her and her father with fire. 7And
Samson said to them, “If this is what
you do, I swear I will be avenged on you,
and after that I will quit.” 8And he struck
them hip and thigh with a great blow,
and he went down and stayed in the
cleft of the rock of Etam.
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. . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ [hip and thigh] = completely, perhaps from wrestling terms
‐‐ Then the Philistines raided further up the valley at Lehi.
TR: You’d think that the men of the area would rally to the
champion and the oppression would be broken, but instead we
find broken men who have no fight in them . . .

Judges 15:11

Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to
the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to
Samson, “Do you not know that the
Philistines are rulers over us? What then
is this that you have done to us?” And
he said to them, “As they did to me, so
have I done to them.”
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Samson gives himself to his countrymen, making them promise
not to kill him.
TR: But God wasn’t done using Samson for His purposes . . .

Judges 15:14

When (Samson) came to Lehi, the
Philistines came shouting to meet him.
Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon
him, and the ropes that were on his
arms became as flax that has caught
fire, and his bonds melted off his hands.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ This is the third time we’ve run into “The Spirit of the LORD
rushing upon” Samson.
‐‐ Clearly these two chapters go together.
TR: Samson . . .

And he found a
fresh jawbone
of a donkey,
and put out his
hand and took
it, and with it
he struck 1,000
men.
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15:15

READ SLIDE
‐‐ We MAY WONDER IF all this was a function of Samson’s anger
and spirit of vengeance, or ultimately controlled by the LORD.
TR: Verse 18 provides the answer . . .

Judges 15:18‐19a

And he was very thirsty, and he called
upon the LORD and said, “You have
granted this great salvation by the hand
of your servant, and shall I now die of
thirst and fall into the hands of the
uncircumcised?” 19And God split open
the hollow place that is at Lehi, and
water came out from it.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Samson gives God the glory
‐‐ He calls himself the servant of God
‐‐ The blessing of God was not just strength to fight, but water to
refresh.
TR: With that brief overview of chapters 14‐15, why must we pray
that the Lord . . .

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15) Providential Saving God
(16)

READ SLIDE
‐‐ [providence of God] = His sovereign control of all things, causing
them to work together to accomplish His divine will.
TR: Remember, the WONDERFUL SON OF GOD initiated this saving.
He called Samson even before he was conceived. He is the . . .

(14‐15) Providential Saving God
• Who stirs young Samson to fulfill his
calling
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Remember at the beginning of the judgeship, at the end of
chapter 13 . . . the Spirit stirred.
TR: What is even more amazing to me is that this Sovereign Saving
God is the One . . .

(14‐15) Providential Saving God
• Who stirs young Samson to fulfill his
calling
• Who saves using Samson despite:
a wandering eye, a haughty eye,
a blind spot for love, an angry eye,
a vengeful eye
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ a wandering eye = going down to Timnah and wanting the
woman who was right in his eyes
‐‐ a haughty eye = who wants to prank the men at his wedding
with a riddle
‐‐ the blind spot for love = who gives in to the woman’s tears and
pressure . . . “You don’t love me!”
‐‐ an angry eye = that goes to his father’s home HOT
‐‐ a vengeful eye = that does to them what they did to me (even
though that’s exactly what they said).
TR: But the text says the Spirit rushed upon Samson. This
wonderful saving God is the . . .

(14‐15) Providential Saving God
• Who stirs young Samson to fulfill his
calling
• Who saves using Samson despite:
a wandering eye, a haughty eye,
a blind spot for love, an angry eye,
a vengeful eye
• Who strengthens Samson to fulfill
his calling
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ With victories “hip and thigh” and at the wrong end of a
donkey’s fresh, and therefore strong, jawbone . . .
‐‐ we can see how Samson “begins to save Israel from the hand of
the Philistines (13:5).
‐‐ He may not have led an army, but he seems to have kept them so
off balance that they are at least distracted from exerting more
oppressive measures against the people of God.
TR: How wonderful of God that . . .

God uses flawed people to
accomplish His work.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ If not, none of us would have a place or purpose in His kingdom.
TR: We live in a day when people are toppling monuments,
because they believe these heroes of old were flawed. I
understand their desires, but . . .

There is only One un‐flawed
hero, Jesus Christ!
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ The world’s fashionable shades make us look at the wrong
standard of what is wonderful and what is not.
‐‐ What is wonderful is the grace of God who INITIATES salvation
and PROVIDENTIALLY brings it about, even using flawed people to
do His work . . .
‐‐ . . . though His saving work was done by the only unflawed
person ever to walk the earth, Jesus the Christ.
TR: There is a third reason we must pray for ourselves and our
protectorate to be able to . . .

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
(14‐15) Providential Saving God
(16)

READ SLIDE . . . and, then lastly, from chapter 16
TR: . . . which covers the last . . .
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Manoah and his wife

LIFE OF SAMSON
20 YEARS

GROWS UP
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JUDGES

40 YEARS PHILISTINE OPPRESSION

. . . year or so of Samson’s life, the end of his judging Israel for 20
years, near the time of the end of the Philistine oppression.
‐‐ 15:20 ‐ And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty
years.
TR: Some 18 or so years have passes quietly. The author has
decided not to tell us much about them. But he does tell us that
Samson, now about 40 years old . . .

Judges 16:1

Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw
a prostitute, and he went in to her.
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ESV

READ SLIDE
‐‐ He has probably been a thorn in the side of the Philistines for
close to 20 years.
‐‐ He visits the most southern of the 5 key cities of the Philistines.
‐‐ Deep into their territory, the Philistines see this as the
opportunity to kill him and plan to take him when he leaves the
walled city in the morning.
TR: But Samson . . .

Judges 16:3

But Samson lay till midnight, and at
midnight he arose and took hold of the
doors of the gate of the city and the two
posts, and pulled them up, bar and all,
and put them on his shoulders and
carried them to the top of the hill that is
in front of Hebron.

55

ESV

. . . READ SLIDE
TR: There is no mention of the Spirit of the LORD rushing on him,
but he still has the strength to . . .
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. . . rip up the gates and haul them either toward Hebron, or
perhaps all the way to Hebron,
‐‐ which was some 40 miles away.
‐‐ The same wandering eye and lustful passion of his youth had not
been tamed.
TR: The last year or so of his life is marked by further self‐
destruction.

Judges 16:4‐5

After this he loved a woman in the
Valley of Sorek, whose name was
Delilah. 5And the lords of the Philistines
came up to her and said to her, “Seduce
him, and see where his great strength
lies, and by what means we may
overpower him, that we may bind him
to humble him. And we will each give
you 1,100 pieces of silver.”
ESV
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ I calculated a value of over $30,000. They really wanted Samson
out of the picture.
‐‐ Remember in the first year of his judging . . . how the valley girl
from Timnah had pressed him with her tears . . . so THIS NEW
VALLEY GIRL from further down the slope PRESSES HIM.
‐‐ Samson PLAYS WITH HER, even as he played with the wedding
companions and the riddle.
‐‐ He fools her three times.
TR: But she was unrelenting . . .

Judges 16:15‐16

And (Delilah) said to him, “How can you
say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not
with me? You have mocked me these
three times, and you have not told me
where your great strength lies.” 16And
when she pressed him hard with her
words day after day, and urged him, his
soul was vexed to death.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Side point: Ladies, please understand that you have great power
over your husbands and boyfriends. Be careful.
TR: Samson finally tells her the truth, about his lifelong Nazarite
vow, and she has his head shaved.

Judges 16:20

And she said, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson!” And he awoke from his
sleep and said, “I will go out as at other
times and shake myself free.” But he did
not know that the LORD had left him.
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And in one of the saddest verses . . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ Wearing the shades of the world . . . Samson became BLIND TO
THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL THINGS
‐‐ . . . whether the LORD was with him or not.
TR: With no great strength . . .

And the Philistines seized
him and gouged out his
eyes and brought him
down to Gaza and
bound him
with bronze
shackles.
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16:21a‐c

READ SLIDE
‐‐ Some of us think that the author gave this account to say . . .
don’t hang around valley girls!
‐‐ Guard your heart! And such things are true.
TR: But what I believe his goal was includes that we would see
something . . . someone WONDERFUL. Look at verse 28 . . .

Judges 16:28

Then Samson called to the LORD and
said, “O LORD God, please remember
me and please strengthen me only this
once, O God, that I may be avenged on
the Philistines for my two eyes.”
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Blinded and brought out to entertain . . . READ SLIDE
‐‐ This verse includes calling to God as Yahweh, Adonai, and
Elohim.
‐‐ The hero of the story is not Samson but the Lord God.
‐‐16:30d ‐ So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than
those whom he had killed during his life.
TR: We must pray that the Lord help us to . . .

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15) Providential Saving God
(16) Gracious Merciful God

READ SLIDE
TR: Don’t miss the plot of the story by getting so wrapped up in the
story’s characters.

(16) Gracious Merciful God
• Who Shows Mercy despite:
Eyes that still wander
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Who is WONDERFUL? Not Samson but the Gracious Merciful God
Who shows mercy despite . . .
‐‐ Eyes that Still Wander – cf. going down to Gaza and finding a
prostitute.
‐‐ cf. the sins that so easily beset in our youth often will often still
be a challenge in our later years . . . especially in the age range of a
mid‐life crisis.
TR: Another pattern of sin for Samson was his . . .

(16) Gracious Merciful God
• Who Shows Mercy despite:
Eyes that still wander and
have a blind spot for love
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Eyes that still have a blind spot for love – cf. Delilah’s pressing
him, “How can you say you love me?”
‐‐ If we take all this to mean that God’s gracious mercy allows us to
allow “sin to abound so that grace will abound even more” . . .
then we are looking at the text with our crazy worldly shades on.
‐‐ In Judges we see how people did what was right in their own
eyes . . . and we do that about LOVE all the time.
‐‐ Certainly, there is the example of the danger of putting our head
in the lap of and our hearts in the hands of someone who is not
truly seeking God.
TR: How did God show mercy to Samson?

(16) Gracious Merciful God
• Who Shows Mercy despite:
Eyes that still wander and
have a blind spot for love
• Who Strengthens Samson to
finish strong in his calling.
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READ SLIDE
‐‐ Cf. Samson ended his life blind, but he ended his life “on
purpose” with his calling.
‐‐ And this was not because he deserved it, but because of the
gracious mercy of Yahweh.
‐‐ It was because of this grace that he made it into the Hall of Fame
of Faith in Hebrews 11.
‐‐ Even though most of us want to pull his monument down.
TR: If you had asked me to give a quick overview of Samson before
digging through the text . . . I would have said something about a
strong man with weak impulse control. A sad, love‐starved bull in
a china shop kind of guy.

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15) Providential Saving God
(16) Gracious Merciful God

But when the Spirit helps us take off the shades, my vision changes . . .
‐‐ Cf. our desire to have people say, “I want to be like . . . “
‐‐ Cf. our desire to have someone want to name their kids after us.
‐‐ BUT, when we take off the shades, our real desire is that others would
say, “I want to know Gary’s God!”
‐‐ “I want to know more about this WONDERFUL initiating, providential,
gracious, merciful, saving God!”
‐‐ If all you see right now is darkness OR the reflection of what you think
is right in your own eyes . . .
‐‐ . . . I want to pray that the LORD help you remove your shades.
‐‐ We don’t deserve it. But He hears the honest, humble cry of those
who truly seek Him, even as He heard Samson.
(Next Slide = Same)

“Take off the shades” that keep us from
having eyes to see the WONDERFUL . . .

(13) Initiating Son of God
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(14‐15) Providential Saving God
(16) Gracious Merciful God

(Same Slide as Previous)
If you thought you would hear a moralistic message of try harder
and do better . . . then you’ve missed the point.
‐‐ Works‐religion is of the devil. It is what we see in our reverse
mirrored glasses. It is what is right in our own eyes.
Let me put it this way . . . Imagine who you would go back to after
pulling “A Samson” sized sin . . .
‐‐ to the person who focused on your flaws . . .
‐‐ OR the person who focused your faith on God’s grace?
TR: My prayer is that . . .

Matthew 6:22‐23

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if
your eye is healthy, your whole body
will be full of light, 23but if your eye is
bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness!”
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. . . that our eye would be healthy and therefore our whole being
would be full of light.
Closing Prayer

DISCUSSION/REFLECTION QUESTIONS (1 of 2)

1) Read Matthew 6:22‐23. Gary used an illustration
about crazy spray‐painted sunglasses that were mirrored
on the inside. How could you connect that with the
teaching of Jesus in these verses?
2) Did the timeline of the scriptural record of Samson’s
life help you put the four chapters into an outline that
made sense of the author’s intention? How so?
3) If you have to share 2‐3 stories from your last 20
years, what would they be? Would they include some of
your “flawed moments?” Why did you choose these?
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DISCUSSION/REFLECTION QUESTIONS (2 of 2)
4) Who was the hero of each of your stories? When we have
our worldly glasses on, does the hero tend to be the Lord or
us?
5) If you are at least 35‐40, would you agree that our
besetting sins of youth often remain a challenge later in life,
like Samson’s wandering eye and blind spot for love? What
should we be/do in light of this tendency?
6) Spend some time worshiping Jesus as the Wonderful,
Incomprehensible One. What would happen if your heart
were flooded with confidence and assurance of His
initiating, sovereign, gracious mercy?
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