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THE MOST HIGH GOD IS ABLE TO
HUMBLE THOSE WHO WALK IN PRIDE
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Discussion questions
N for your small group

\ Tied with our Vision Launch:
embers to share any of their stories of how God has
been using them TO MAKE THE MOST of the
‘opportunmes to serve and to spark spiritual conversations
IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

Spend time thanking God for each one.

Tied to today’s sermon

O What confused you in the message? What were you excited to
learn? How did God speak to you through the message?

O What would be “markers” that you would look for as you try to
separate a strong self-identity in Christ from a prideful self-
secured identity? Does the way the world talks about self-
esteem show that they understand the difference between
these two? Explain.

O Is there a good sense of “pride?” If so, how would one not
‘cross the line” and become arrogant?

O “Grace taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved.”
How is it merciful of God to discipline our pride? Why does He
oppose the proud but give grace to the humble?

O Gary took us through the progression from “l am the best” . . .
“Do the best you can” . .. “Do the best you can and God will
make up the rest” . . . “God will help you and then you must
do the best you can” . .. all the way to, “Admit you can’t and
by faith trust in Christ alone from beginning to end.” Which
of these “options” are a manifestation of some level of arro-
gant pride? Have you trusted by grace alone through faith
alone in Christ alone?

Contact Pastor Gary deBock at Gerhard.deBock@trinityinfo.org
Text your questions to 231.580.8007
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DANIEL4 ™

HE IS ABLE TO HUMBLE

BABYILON

“know that the Most High rules
the kingdom of men
and gives it to whom he will”
(fromvv. 17, 25, 32)

(1-3) HUMILITY , doesn’t command, others to
worship Him

(4-18) PRIDE keeps people from seeing the
message from God

(19-26) HUMILITY causes us to speak the truth in

(27-33) PRIDE keeps people from to the word
from God . .. so that they must His hand.

(34-37) HUMILITY grasps that God is , and we are !

SERMON NOTES ALSO AVAILABLE IN OUR APP
TRINITY FELLOWSHIP EFC—SUNDAY— SERMON NOTES
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In preparation for next week’s teaching:

Next week we will consider how Daniel and his friends
are models for us, living for God in a hostile culture,
MAKING THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY.

Read Daniel 5. This chapter deals with the last year of Belshazzar’s
reign. Nebuchadnezzar reigned from 605-562. Nabonidus from 556-
539. Belshazzar was a co-regent from 550-539.

When the text says “father” (vwv.2,11,13,18) it may mean
“predecessor.” Belshazzar wanted to emphasize his tie to the golden
age of Nebuchadnezzar. In verse 10, the reference to the “queen”
seems likely to refer to the “queen mother”.

To what incident do verses 20-21 refer? Is Belshazzar held accounta-
ble to have learned from history? Are there lessons your parents or
grandparents learned from God that you are not actively remember-
ing?

In verse 23 we see reference to the vessels from the Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Look back to chapter 1 and find where they are mentioned there.
What does Belshazzar’s treatment of these vessels tell us about the
level of honor he gave to the Most High God?

In verse 30 we read about Darius. History makes clear that Cyrus was
already king of Persia. Some try to reconcile this by saying Darius was
Cyrus’ Babylonian throne name. Others think that Darius was the gen-
eral who headed up the conquest and was put in charge for a year or
so.
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DANIEL4 ™

HE IS ABLE TO HUMBLE

BABYILON

“know that the Most High rules
the kingdom of men
and gives it to whom he will”
(fromvv. 17, 25, 32)

(1-3) HUMILITY invites, doesn’t command, others to
worship Him

(4-18) PRIDE keeps people from seeing the obvious
message from God

(19-26) HUMILITY causes us to speak the truth in love.

(27-33) PRIDE keeps people from listening to the word from
God . .. so that they must feel His hand.

(34-37) HUMILITY grasps that God is God, and we are not!

SERMON NOTES ALSO AVAILABLE IN OUR APP
TRINITY FELLOWSHIP EFC—SUNDAY— SERMON NOTES




