
(Theme Slide)

TR: As we seek to be Built^UP, I want to take a brief moment to 
give you an overview of our growth initiative for this Fall’s season 
of Growth.
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As I mentioned last week, we want you all to get a copy of 
Pathways Bible Study Method and the Pathways through 
Ephesians journal.

TR: Our hope is that you all will work on this individually, and 
then together, in your small groups, then listening to the sermon, 
then discussing further in your small groups again.
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In the Built^UP journal you will find the assignments for each 
week.
-- On the left page you will find the passage in Ephesians and the 
reading in the Lewis Pathways Book

TR: Then on the facing page . . .
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. . . we find the basic overview of the Small Group meeting.
-- Note that the Lewis Pathways book has discussion questions 
that the Small Group leader will use as a resource

TR: These two pages . . .
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will have only the appropriate section darkened.
-- We will be learning a tool or two each week.  
-- And since we are all rookies this Fall, we will only have notes in 
the first box for the first couple of weeks.

TR: The Pathways Methods . . .
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will take us on a path through Ephesians of three big steps, all 
saturated with prayer . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: There’s a bit more to the Pathway . . .
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. . . but we don’t want you to get overwhelmed.

TR: So, each week we will focus . . .
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. . . on one or two tools.  As we add these to our toolbox, we will apply 
them to each new section of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
-- In the early weeks, we will focus on carefully reading the test and 
learning to ask good questions.
-- Some of you may moan a bit because you don’t like to read.  Even as 
God’s Man Self-Assessments most commonly show a weakness in being 
“A Man of the Word”
-- But even if you don’t like reading or studying . . . it is the very Word 
of God that we are talking about.
-- It is what has motivated so many to teach others how to read and to 
translate . . . so they can have the Word.
-- If you can’t read, humble yourself and ask for help.  There are reading 
specialists in our fellowship who I think would be thrilled to help you 
learn.
TR: One of the early translators of God’s Word into the common 
language of the people was William Tyndale.  
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His desire was that a simple plowboy could sit down and read 
God’s Word for himself.

TR: This Fall, you can be . . .
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. . . Built^UP in Christ, together, for more! . . . if you are willing to 
join us in this Growth Initiative.

TR: I so yearn for us all to have our souls cry out to be Built^UP , 
because I know from God’s Word that . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Don’t you want God’s strong support?
-- The kind of support that will leave you Built^UP ?

TR: Today my hope is to help us want, really want, to own our 
personal need to be Built^UP
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To do that, I’d like you to grab your sermon notes page and your 
Bibles . . . either hard copies or online.

-- As we look at the Chronicler’s account of King Asa, we 
remember that he is compiling the history so that the people 
returning from the Exile would learn. 
-- He provides for us great insights into revival and God’s blessing.

TR: Three times we read of how King Asa was Built^UP.
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Chapter 14 opens up telling us how Asa began his reign . . . READ 
SLIDE 

TR: Asa sought the Lord and commanded others to do the same.  
Verse 7 continues . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- God gave them peace and they made good us of it, building up 
and prospering.

TR: Asa models for us . . .
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. . . that we can be Built^UP by seeking God and gaining . . . READ 
SLIDE 

TR: In the second quarter, so to speak, Asa was Built^UP again.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Jump down to verse 11
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READ SLIDE 
-- Even in the midst of 2:1 odds, Asa understood what mattered 
was his heart.

TR: He was Built^UP by his . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Even as young David learned when facing the bear and lion, 
and then the giant Goliath, the issue at stake was the honor of 
God and the state of our hearts.

TR: A number of years later, Asa is addressed by a prophet from 
God.

18



READ SLIDE 
-- cf. Jesus’ “Knock and the door shall be opened, seek and you 
will find”

TR: The prophet’s challenge to Built^UP the people, through 
teaching and purifying, wraps up with strong encouragement in 
verse 7
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READ SLIDE (first part)
-- cf. Hebrews’ “strengthen the weak knees and drooping hands”
-- It is easy to forget that God will reward faithfulness to Him.  
Whether in this life or in the next, God promises that He takes 
note of all we do for Him and He will reward us.
-- It is not just busywork.

TR: READ SLIDE (second part) . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- cf. thinking that Asa had already put them all away . . . but now 
additional ground had been taken from the northern kingdom of 
Israel.
-- And time had passed, and the sins that so easily beset us can 
tangle us up again.

TR: Asa even went further in this third quarter, being Built^UP
even more.  Verse 12 . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: The radical repentance and absolute seeking after God even 
trumped Asa’s love and respect for his own family.  Look down in 
verse 16 . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Maacah was Asa’s grandmother, the queen mother.
-- At some point we must decide if our first loyalty is to our 
earthly family or our Heavenly Father.
-- Though idolatry still linger, especially in the northern lands, Asa 
had a heart that was true to the LORD.

TR: This King, whose great-great-grandfather was King David, 
teaches us that we can be Built^UP when we . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE 
-- Submission to the prophetic word
-- OT prophecy is different than NT, but our submission to what 
God reveals is the same.

TR: So far we’ve seen Asa built^UP three times, but it is this last 
chapter of his life that I want to focus on the most.
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The reason is that we fall into two categories as people.  
-- We are either more motivated by the hope of the positive OR 
by the dread and need to avoid the negative.
-- Some of us are pushed into action by the hope of 
accomplishing the goals God sets for us.
-- Others get the kick in the rear by wanting to fix a problem or 
avoiding the disaster that will befall us if we do nothing.
-- If we can’t answer, “What’s so bad if we don’t have this 
meeting?”  Then we probably shouldn’t have the meeting.

TR: This negative motivation is what we learn from the fourth 
quarter disaster in King Asa’s life.
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Instead of Built^UP, we see TORN DOWN.

TR: The last verse in chapter 15 gives us the context . . .

26



READ SLIDE 

TR: This sounds fantastic, until you read chapter 16.
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READ SLIDE (Bay-a-sha)
-- This is the king of the northern tribes, those that had pulled 
away from following David’s grandson.
-- He had killed his predecessor and now he wanted to assert his 
authority by controlling the trade routes.

TR: A map may help
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Judah is what the southern kingdom is often referred to as.
-- The north is often referred to as Ephraim.
-- The green 8 point star is Jerusalem.
-- The two red 5 point starts are where Jereboam built false 
centers of worship with their golden calves.

-- The situation is serious, and Asa figures out how to relieve the 
pressure.
-- He hires the army of Syria, which is still further north, to flank 
the northern kingdom.
-- His plan works and he tears apart their fort.

TR: It may seem that Asa has again been Built^UP, after all, he 
had success.  But verse 16:7 tells us otherwise . . .
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A word comes from another prophet . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 8
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READ SLIDE 

TR: What Asa forgot in the fourth quarter was the heart of the 
game plan . . . the ultimate hope behind a vision of being 
Built^UP . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Even right now, Yahweh’s eyes are looking at your heart and 
mine.
-- He is ready to give us STRONG SUPPORT if we will trust Him by 
seeking Him, relying on Him, submitting to Him, 

TR: Earlier in his life, Asa submitted to the prophet’s words from 
God, but not this time.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: And his fumbling ways didn’t stop there.  Verse 12, about 3 
years later . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Asa models that we can be Built^UP or we can be Torn Down . 
. .
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Instead of seeking wisdom from God . . . he sought worldly 
wisdom.
-- He had the resources, this sort of thing had worked before in 
history, and it worked . . . how could it NOT be the will of God?!

TR: Remember the prophet’s words, Asa was torn down . . .

35



READ SLIDE 
-- cf. the story of the priest walking through St. Peters and saying, 
“We can’t say anymore, silver and gold have I none.”  When the 
wiser priest responded, “But neither can we say, ‘Get up and 
walk.’”

TR: Asa’s self-reliance became even more gangrenous  when his 
faith was torn down . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- We don’t know for sure that the foot problem was God’s 
gracious discipline, calling Asa back.
-- But we know that the suffering exposed the state of his heart.
-- It was not that it was wrong to go to the physicians . . . it was 
wrong not to go to God.
-- I can imagine counselors encouraging him to ask God for 
healing . . . and Asa replying with bitterness and gall.

TR: Why is this last quarter so important for us to consider?  
Perhaps it would help if we thought through the life-cycle of a 
local typical local church . . . or any organization.
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What begins with Vision driving the car changes to Structure 
driving the car.
-- Instead of zooming ahead, we just don’t want to get into an 
accident.

TR: To put it a bit simpler . . .
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The Lifecyle of an organization is like a bell-curve, with a building 
up side and then a tearing down side.
-- While it has proven true in many organizations, the lesson is 
also for us personally.
-- The smart people say that because of the pace of change in our 
culture, a local church can move from planted to declining in less 
than 7 years.
-- It used to take some 25 years.

TR: The answer is not to allow vision to crawl into the back seat.
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We, as a church, and as individuals, must seek to be Built^UP
again and again if we are to avoid the disastrous fourth quarter of 
Asa (and of the Lions).

TR: Owning a vision, like Vision 2022, can help us position 
ourselves to keep getting Built^UP .
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Ask yourself these questions . . .

TR: first, from Asa’s first quarter of seeking God . . .

41



READ SLIDE 
-- Do you have times and seasons to wait on God and seek His 
will for your life, your family, your ministry, our church?  

TR: Are we putting ourselves in a position to . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- I think we too easily forget the thrill of 2:1 odds.
-- The great stories are the ones of great faith, willing to step out.
-- But only as clearly led by God, the LORD.

TR: Are we putting ourselves in a position to . . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- EX: Almost 11 years ago I preached on this passage.  In my 
notes I mentioned a man who left our church because he felt the 
messages were too convicting.  I don’t remember who that was . . 
. but I was saddened all over again.

TR: Watching the film of Asa warns us in so many ways.
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When we see how he was torn down . . .

TR: We must ask ourselves . . . READ SLIDE 
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READ SLIDE 
-- “The anger of man does not work the righteousness of God.”  
(James 1:20)
-- When we think we’ve been smart and savvy and then find out 
that God is not pleased . . . it is easy to become angry and 
defensive, isn’t it?

TR: But Asa’s horrible role model at this point tells us that the 
tearing down can go much further.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Look back again at the text  . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- His anger moves to rage, which moves to cruelties on others.
-- Some of our families understand this when a parent comes 
home angry and even cruel . . . toward those who don’t deserve 
it at all.

-- Tearing down is often linked to the pride that will not be 
corrected, that cannot stand to be confronted.

TR: We must ask ourselves, under the direction of the Holy Spirit . 
. .
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READ SLIDE 
-- I say “stupidly” because Asa’s defiance hurt himself the most.
-- When people turn away from God in the midst of suffering, 
they hurt themselves the most because where else can we go for 
a Comforter Who can meet us in the midst of the darkness.

-- EX: First slide last week – judgment call, but issue was my heart 
. . . am I willing to listen . . . quick to hear?  

TR: When we put all this together . . .
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. . . in our notes, I want us to see the approximate dates.
-- There is some challenge to lining these up between Kings and 
Chronicles, but I think these dates are close.
-- REVIEW SLIDE

-- Two decades of no war and perhaps no vision . . . from 893 to 
875 (remember we count down the years before Christ).
-- Two decades to have vision move from the driver’s seat to the 
back seat.

-- And, I couldn’t miss that it was his 36th year, having just 
finished my 36th this summer.  When I say that it scared me . . . 
“what would be so bad” suddenly became very personal to me.
TR: For me, for us, for you personally . . . the reality is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- There is no plateau, no coasting, no getting-by.
-- I call you to seek God for your own vision 2022, so that you 
individually and all of us together may be Built^UP in Christ, 
together, for more.

-- If you were not motivated by last week’s positive vision of a 
healthy church having peace, being built up and going on in the 
fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit, being 
multiplied . . . perhaps you will be scared into action by the 
horror of today’s.

TR: Last week I shared that my personal Vision 2022 is bound up 
in having a Caleb-spirit.  That positive vision pulls me into the 
future with hope.  But I’m also strongly motivated by the anguish 
of picturing myself with . . .
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. . . Asa feet.
-- A fresh vision is not optional because . . . READ SLIDE.
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