
(Series Theme Slide)
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READ SLIDE 
-- One of the great lessons of life is understanding that ALL we 
have, has been given to us.

TR: But, perhaps, a better word to capture this dynamic is the 
word . . . 
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. . . ENTRUSTED.
-- Imagine the difference in a child receiving a present and then 
believing it is hers’ to do with what she wanted.
-- Contrast that with a child being drawn to her father and being 
told that she was being entrusted with a family heirloom, meant 
to be pasted on to the next generation.
-- (retell in dramatic form)

-- These next two weeks we want to start our new year out by 
considering what it means to have been entrusted with a treasure 
from God.
TR: The first question we ponder is . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- What is the assumption that the giver of the treasure has?
-- What is the assumption that the receiver of the treasure has?

TR: Consider some of the key passages of Jesus’ teaching about 
this entrusting.
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Jesus taught a story about three servants being entrusted with 
talents, referring to large amounts of wealth.
-- When the Master returned from his journey he settled 
accounts with the servants.
-- Two of them doubled what had been entrusted to them.  The 
third only had what had been entrusted to him, for he had 
hidden it in the ground.
-- The Master calls this last servant “wicked and slothful.”  He 
goes on to say . . . READ SLIDE 

TR: Another time Jesus told a similar teaching story . . .
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This time there were 10 servants, each given 10 minas, again a 
measure of wealth.
-- One came back having earned 10 more.  Another 5 more.
-- But to the one who had kept the treasure laid away in a 
handkerchief, the Master said . . . READ SLIDE 

-- In both these cases, the servant who hid the treasure rather 
than making it “work,” knew that the treasure wasn’t his.
-- Both of the servants say that they believed their Master to be 
“severe” and “hard.”
-- They knew he would want his treasure back.

TR: Do you now see what the greatest implication of an 
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entrusted treasure is?  Perhaps one more of Jesus’ stories 
would help.
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This time a servant is not entrusted with a measure of wealth, 
whether talent or mina, but with the care of household, waiting 
for the master to return from the wedding feast.
-- It is not a faithful and wise manager who says to himself . . . 
as the text says in verse 45 . . . READ SLIDE 
-- The servant with such responsibilities entrusted, but not 
kept, will be put with the “unfaithful.”

-- In each of these teaching stories, Jesus’ concluding images 
are brutal.  “Cast into outer darkness” “weeping and gnashing 
of teeth” “cut into pieces”
TR: So, what’s the greatest implication?  
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At the end of the third story we just looked at, Jesus said . . . 
READ SLIDE 

TR: The greatest implication, at least in my opinion, is . . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- When something has been entrusted to us, it doesn’t really 
belong to us.
-- It wasn’t “given” to us to then claim it as our own.
-- We can’t then do with it whatever we want . . . we are 
ACCOUNTABLE.

TR: If you will agree with me that this is at least one of the 
greatest implications of having a treasure entrusted to us, then 
there is a second question of great significance.
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READ SLIDE 

TR: In a sense, we could picture it like this . . .
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There is the greatest treasure, the gold within . . .
-- . . . AND the sack on the outside that holds the gold.
-- Both are part of the trust with which we have been entrusted.

TR: If we were doing “person on the street” interviews, what do 
you think would be the typical answers to “what is the greatest 
treasure with which you have been entrusted?” (Pause for 
reflection)
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I think of what people say they are most thankful for . . . for their 
health, their loved ones, the ability to think clearly, and things 
like that.
-- I put these under the heading of “LIFE.”
-- We live in a culture in which many believe that their lives are 
their own.  If it was a gift from God, or even a god, then it was 
“given” to them to do with what they pleased.
-- But, life and all the good things we enjoy as part of life, have 
been ENTRUSTED to us.
-- God gives these good gifts, even as He lets rain fall on the good 
and the wicked.
-- All of us will give ACCOUNT for our stewardship of this treasure.  

TR: Those who have come to Christ in faith probably will want to 
put more on the table in our consideration of what is the greatest 
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treasure with which we have been entrusted.
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We would add . . . READ SLIDE 
-- This NEW LIFE would include the forgiveness of sins, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit Who baptizes all believers and 
indwells them, and much more.

TR: But, today I want to suggest that based on how the term 
“entrusted” is used in the New Testament especially, that the 
greatest treasure we have been entrusted with is the arrow . . .
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. . . the gospel . . . the means that God uses to entrust us with 
NEW LIFE.
-- Don’t misunderstand, the sack itself is woven of blessings upon 
blessings, but the treasure is the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.

TR: Some of you may be scratching your heads right now.
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You’ve heard what I’ve said but you are not so sure.

TR: I believe part of the problem is the way many of us 
understand “The Gospel.”
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For many of us, “The Gospel” is the “data points” of the story of 
God’s redemption of his fallen children.
-- These points of data are critical . . . and I’ve tried to capture 
them using the 8 Simple Drawings, which is available on our app 
and many other places.
-- (Review the 8 Drawings)

TR: How can it be that the Gospel is the greatest treasure, when 
many of us know of unbelievers who know these data points but 
have never “turned and trusted”
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They may know the “data points” but they have not been 
“entrusted” with the Gospel . . . because it is veiled to them.
-- They may understand the storyline of the Bible, but they have 
never received Jesus personally.
-- They are still perishing.

TR: The “Gospel” is more than the data points, and it is more 
than Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter. 
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The entire Gospel of Mark is called the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.

TR: This treasure of the gospel is what the Apostle wants to 
share in, as he says in 1 Corinthians . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- The Gospel is the gold that makes the sack a treasure trove of 
blessings.
-- The Gospel is not just for unbelievers, but for all of us.
-- As Patrick has reminded us repeatedly, we must be Gospel 
Fluent in our own lives.  “How does the Gospel address my 
marriage, work, relationships, etc. today?”

TR: At the end of 1 Corinthians, we see a bit of this all-
encompassing nature of the Gospel . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- Review: preached, received, in which you stand, by which you 
are being saved
-- But some will be like the servants who hid their treasure, 
burying it in the ground . . . they may know the data points of 
the Gospel, but they have “believed in vain”.
-- They are warned that to just understand the data points but 
to consider them merely a pleasant story that leads to some 
time off of work will mean they are NOT saved.

TR: The Gospel is the data points, it is the person and work of 
Jesus, it is the source of all blessings, it is that in which we 
stand and are being saved.
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In case I’ve lost you in the sermon notes, we’ve asked two key 
questions and now we move to the THEREFORE bottom box.

TR: Because the Gospel is the greatest treasure with which we 
have been entrusted we must . . .
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As Jerry Bridges said,  . . . preach the gospel to ourselves 
everyday.
-- All the other treasures of NEW LIFE are contingent upon the 
Gospel.
-- All of the other things we have been entrusted with, such as 
time, talent, and treasure . . . take their right place in our lives 
when we realize our greatest treasure is the Gospel.

TR: Does the Bible support this conclusion?
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. . . that the greatest treasure with which we have been entrusted 
is the Gospel.

TR: Reflect with me through some key passages from the Apostle 
Paul that capture this trust . . .
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As Paul writes the young pastor, Timothy, he says describes 
how the Gospel changes our lives . . . the gospel “of the glory of 
the blessed God”

TR: At the end of the first letter, the challenge is given to 
Timothy . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- This body of truth is to be guarded.
-- It must not be diluted by “babble” and so-called “knowledge”

TR: It is not just that Timothy is to guard it . . . but in the second 
letter, probably the last one of Paul’s that we have . . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- God is guarding the Gospel . . . even in the midst of our 
suffering and weaknesses.

TR: A few verses later . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- So, Timothy is to guard the gospel . . . by the Holy Spirit Who 
guards what has been entrusted to him.

TR: Paul writes another young pastor called Titus, that’s why 
these are called the “Pastoral Letters” . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: This Gospel, and its transforming power, is so beautifully 
captured in the third chapter of the same letter . . .
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READ SLIDE 

TR: Verse 5
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READ SLIDE 
-- NEW LIFE includes being justified and becoming heirs with 
the hope of eternal life . . .
-- BUT, the treasure that makes this possible, the gold within 
the sack, is the Gospel of God our Savior Who works 
regeneration and renewal though the Holy Spirit, poured out 
on us through Jesus .

TR: Paul realizes that some may be called to focus on one 
people group and some to others but . . .
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. . . the treasure of the Gospel is what we have been entrusted 
with. 
-- Paul was entrusted to reach to the Gentiles and Peter to the 
Jews.  But is was the same treasure of the Gospel with which 
they were entrusted.

TR: Paul heralds and declares this Gospel with fluency, NOT 
because it was his choice, but . . . 
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. . . because he was entrusted . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Like the servants given talents or minas or duties over the 
household, Paul was entrusted.
-- One of the great distortions that we buy into is that we have 
been “given” the Gospel and we have “received” it and “that’s 
it.”
-- (Cf. the little girl getting the present and thinking it was “hers 
to do with as she pleased.”)
-- The picture is different . . . we have been entrusted with this 
treasure . . .
-- . . . first for our benefit, but never just for ours alone.  It is the 
treasure we are called to steward.
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TR: It is not whether people are pleased to receive it . . . we 
are entrusted to declare it with our lips and our lives.
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READ SLIDE . . . our goal is to please the One Who entrusted the 
treasure to us, the One Who tests our hearts.

TR: As we consider 2019 and being stewards of the time 
entrusted to us, as well as our talents and earthly treasure, it 
seems evident to me that we must realize first that our greatest 
treasure is the Gospel . . . we live that out by seeking . . .
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READ SLIDE 
-- As the recent survey we sent out challenges us to review this 
past year and our accountability to be stewards of the 
opportunities God has given to be Gospel Fluent, to be IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES . . .
-- . . . we need to again recommit to being “IN.”
-- . . . to be prayerfully intentional before, during, and after our 
times of connecting and serving with others in our various 
communities.

TR: But to steward well the Gospel means more than that, and it 
does not even begin there.  It begins with our standing in the 
Gospel (1 Cor 15).
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It means being willing to lose our lives for the Gospel’s sake . . . 
as Jesus said . . . READ SLIDE 
-- Many of us want our loved ones and friends to come to faith . 
. . to turn and trust . . . we yearn to know that we could attend 
their funerals with a solid hope that they are with the Lord, not 
a wrinkled-face wish that they are in “a better place.”
-- How often have we heard, “At least they are not suffering 
anymore.”  But, for those who have not received Christ, that’s 
not true . . . they are suffering worse than ever  . . . and forever.
-- So, some of us have been bold and told them the data points 
of the Gospel.  And that’s good, but to truly be good stewards 
of the Gospel treasure starts closer to home.
-- The first step to a Gospel Fluent life is to understand that the 

35



Gospel itself, the arrow from LIFE to NEW LIFE, is the greatest 
treasure with which we have been entrusted . . .

TR: In our notes, we have seen two THEREFORE’S and are 
now at the third
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READ SLIDE 

TR: . . . AND, to then stand in Gospel by having a clean heart.  As 
King David said so beautifully when he understood from the 
prophet Nathan that his sin against Bathsheba and her husband 
Uriah, one of his trusted 30 mighty men, was ultimately against 
God . . . 
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READ SLIDE 
-- We want to teach transgressors God’s ways . . . we want them 
to return to God . . . realizing their accountability for LIFE and 
the availability of NEW LIFE through faith in the Savior.
-- But it starts with us so treasuring the greatest treasure that 
we will not harbor sin in our lives.

TR: If we truly have believed and therefore been ENTRUSTED 
with the Gospel, not as mere data points but as the source of 
NEW LIFE itself . . .
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. . . if we are like the merchant who found the pearl of great price 
and sold all that he had to have it . . .

TR: . . . then we must begin this year with a humility of 
confession.
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We are promised, as Christians, that the Gospel is Good News 
for when we received Christ AND as we STAND in Him day by 
day.
-- If the Spirit has helped us grasp the incredible worth of the 
Gospel today . . .
-- . . . won’t you commit to at least a day of fasting this next 
week?
-- A day of setting aside good gifts from God because we realize 
that we have the greatest treasure of all . . . the Gospel of God’s 
Son, Jesus Christ.
-- During that day of fasting, ask God to show you sins you have 
to repent of, attitudes that are less than loving, even 
resentments that you won’t give over to Him.
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TR: Remember . . .
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. . . to whom much is entrusted, much is required.
-- Those of us who have received Christ as Savior have been 
entrusted with the Gospel . . . and we are accountable for it, 
beginning in our lives and extending to our declaring it to others 
in word and deed.
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