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(Theme Slide)
-- (Pretend to be unable to speak)
-- Have you ever witnessed a usually articulate person suddenly
be at a loss for words?
-- We wonder if they now struggle with stuttering, or perhaps
they had a stroke.
TR: But what if the real cause of their being tongue-tied is that
they are overwhelmed by what they have just witnessed.
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That’s the way I feel when I think about God’s gracious gift to us
of Jesus as our Savior.
-- Various translations try to capture the idea of the concluding
verse in our text today (on the front of our worship flier). . . READ
SLIDE
-- As we consider how we can overflow in a wealth of generosity;
we must never forget that the source from which we draw is the
indescribable grace-gift of Jesus Himself.
TR: As we conclude our brief two-week mini-series in 2
Corinthians 8-9, I want to briefly give you an overview the end of
chapter 8 and the beginning of chapter 9, and then dig in deep,
beginning in 9:6.
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The geographical context, in case you missed last week, is seen in
this map.
TR: Paul is addressing the Corinthians, in the south, using the
great generosity of the Macedonians, in the north, to spur them
on to prepare the relief offering they previous started gathering.
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The end of chapter 8 tells us of Paul sending Titus, who is very
earnest and has an earnest care for the Corinthians . . .
-- along with an unnamed brother who is famous for his
preaching and perhaps living out the gospel.
-- These men, along with another tested brother (v. 22), are being
sent to make sure that the large cash offering is handed correctly.
-- Verses 20-21 on the slide capture the WHY behind this . . .
READ SLIDE
-- This is the same reason why we go through the expense and
trouble (Thank you, Carla) to have an external audit each year.
TR: The other main reason for sending these brothers, including
Titus is given in chapter 9’s opening verses.
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READ SLIDE
-- Paul did not want the Corinthians to be embarrassed by failing
to keep their word, nor to be pressured on the spot so that their
gift for the relief of the poor in Jerusalem would be an exaction . .
. the grudging result of forceful arm-twisting.
TR: Then, beginning in verse 6, the Apostle teaches the
Corinthian believers the core principle that lies behind generosity
. . . like the tremendous generosity of the Macedonians who lived
north of them.
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READ SLIDE
TR: The Bible repeatedly talks about . . .
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READ SLIDE
-- In Galatians 6 we read (on the inside back cover of the FF), “Do
not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that
will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life.”
-- This time the law of sowing and reaping is applied to our
generosity, especially financially.
-- But we must carefully look at the passage so that we don’t
blindly assume . . . give God $10 and get $100 back, as some of
the false health and wealth teachers proclaim.
TR: We must never miss that the backdrop for this whole section
is the wonderful truth of verse 15 in our passage for today . . .
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READ SLIDE
TR: Kathy and I remind ourselves of this verse every time we are
in our mudroom-entryway.
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Hanging right above some subtly beautiful artwork of Kathy’s, we
put this interpretive verse.
TR: With this indescribable truth, too wonderful for words, as the
context, the Apostle then makes his point . . .

10

READ SLIDE
TR: Sometimes it is a challenge to find the key point in a passage,
but not this one.
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The point is . . . READ SLIDE
-- Cf. gardeners (and farmers) talking about their yield.
-- I put a 9 1/2-foot fence around my garden because I wanted a
good yield that the long-legged rodents, called deer, wouldn’t eat
first.
-- But a fence by itself won’t do the trick.
TR: If a gardener wants to reap bountifully, they must also sow
bountifully.
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So let’s consider what we can learn about sowing generously and
reaping generously.
TR: Verse 7 says . . .
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READ SLIDE
TR: This is a critically important verse on giving. There are two
key insights, each with a positive and negative statement.
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God loves a cheerful giver.
-- When we give reluctantly, we don’t have the abundance of
resilient joy the Macedonians had (8:2).
-- Reluctant giving is giving that we wish we didn’t have to do.
TR: This verse also tells us . . .
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. . . that our giving is to be . . . READ SLIDE
-- These two ideas, put together, tell us that God is looking at our
hearts.
-- As was testified to by some parents at the Untangling
Christmas gathering last week . . . it is fantastic when the children
find great delight in giving to their siblings.
-- That is very different from reluctant giving that feels like it is
compulsory because of social pressure of some kind.
-- Jesus told us to give in secret . . . and even when we can’t do
so, we realize that it is in the secret place of our hearts that God
is looking . . .
-- . . . it is there that He will see if we truly are sowing bountifully.
TR: The reason we CAN sow bountifully is found in verses 8-9
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READ SLIDE, ending with a quote from Psalm 112
-- The Macedonians were poor, experiencing rock bottom
poverty, AND YET they were incredibly generous.
-- Even as God gave a grace-gift to them, so God is able to give a
grace-gift to the Corinthians . . . and to us . . . so that we all CAN
sow generously.
TR: We CAN sow bountifully because . . .
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. . . we sow . . . READ SLIDE
-- In Ephesians we learned this Fall that God has prepared good
works for us to do . . . not to become saved but as an expression
of our having been saved by grace alone.
-- God promises in these verses that we will have ALL GRACE . . .
ALL SUFFICIENCY . . . IN ALL THINGS . . . AT ALL TIMES.
-- . . .SO THAT we can abound in every good work
TR: The power of this passage’s ALLs and EVERYs is what I
marveled at when I created this simple artwork years ago . . .
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Based on the NIV version . . . READ SLIDE
-- When we try to come up with excuss why we CANNOT be
generous, sowing bountifully . . . this verse reminds us that we
are merely putting up a smokescreen for a stingy heart.
TR: In all this, don’t miss the point . . .
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The point is . . . READ SLIDE
-- The confusion that many false teachers encourage is the idea of
sowing a little bit of money so that we can get a lot of money
back.
-- It is true that we can’t out-give God, but the Bible never
suggests that the harvest will always be in more money for us.
TR: I think the rest of the verses in this chapter give us a better
picture . . .
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. . . of what our bountiful harvest will be.
TR: Let’s work our way through these great verses, that continue
to encourage us to sow bountifully, even as they lift our thoughts
to what we should look forward to reaping.
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READ SLIDE . . . with allusions to Isaiah 55 and Hosea 10
-- We can sow bountifully because God provides ALL SUFFICIENCY
(v. 8)
-- God will supply what we need for today (that is, bread for food)
AND enough so that we can plant for the future (that is, our seed
for sowing).
-- God wants us to know that we CAN be generous . . . ALL of us.
TR: What we will reap bountifully, if we sow bountifully, is . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE
-- If we look back to verse 9’s quote from Psalm 112, we see that the
man who fears the LORD has a righteousness that endures.
-- The harvest is not merely in earthly wealth that we cannot take with
us . . . the God-fearing, reverent person understands that we can send
it on ahead.
-- As Jesus said, we can lay up treasures in heaven where moth and rust
cannot corrupt.
-- Sadly, we often are tempted to think like spoiled children, who are
not overly impressed with God’s generous, even lavish grace, then we
may say, “Is that all?!”
-- And who are so earthly-minded that we would rather have some
“paving material” in our pockets (they will pave the streets with gold)
than enduring righteousness.
TR: Verses 11-12 repeat the idea of God supplying ALL SUFFICIENCY so
that we can be generous, but then they go on to speak of the harvest
again.
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READ SLIDE
-- Verse 8 said ALL sufficiency in ALL things at ALL times so that
we could abound in EVERY good work.
-- Here we learn that God will enrich us in EVERY way to be
generous in EVERY way.
-- The reaping from “the ministry of this service” – which implies
an act of worship done unto the Lord – will be what?
TR: The produce from this garden of generosity is an overflow of .
..
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. . . READ SLIDE
-- Even as parents help their kids by saying, “Don’t forget to say
thank you to your Mom,” so we find delight, as God’s children, in
that our generosity leads to many thanksgivings to God.
-- The key is not that people say THANK YOU to us, but that they
overflow in many thanksgivings to the Lord . . . Who is the One
ultimately behind every grace-gift of provision.
TR: This thanksgiving to God also could be described as glorifying
God. That’s how the next verses portray it . . .
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READ SLIDE
-- [their] = the poor Christians in Jerusalem, besieged by famine
and persecution.
TR: Note the logic of this verse . . .
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REVIEW SLIDE
-- [confession] = public declaration that we are followers of the
Messiah
-- [submission] = to the Gospel, which is connected to our
generosity of fellowship or participation in the offering.
-- If we are not generous, it is a symptom that perhaps there is
some part of our lives that are not in submission to the Gospel . .
.
-- . . . which makes us hypocrites to our confession of the gospel.
-- We just learned that we ALL have sufficiency to be generous . . .
so it is not that we CANNOT, but that we WILL NOT.
TR: But if the overflow of God’s grace in our lives is unimpeded,
what is reaped is that . . .
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READ SLIDE
-- When we truly love someone, we want others to notice what
they have done.
-- EX: I point out the creative stitchery work Kathy does . . .
because I want other to see her for the phenomenal woman that
see is.
-- So, if we have been awe-struck by the INEXPRESSIBLE,
INDESCRIBABLE, UNSPEAKABLE, PRECIOUS BEYOND WORDS,
BEYOND DESCRIPTION WITH WORDS,
TOO WONDERFUL FOR WORDS gift of God . . . then our greatest
joy will be in seeing others glorify Him for His grace.
TR: The sentence of verse 13 continues, telling us what other
responses would be manifest by the believers in Jerusalem . . .
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READ SLIDE
-- The grace of God will provide all sufficiency to ALL, ALL, ALL and
EVERY, EVERY, EVERY . . .
-- . . . because it is SURPASSING grace.
-- This should remind those who studied Ephesians this Fall of the
HYPER-GRACE . . . that can THROW OVER any wall.
-- Again, we can be generous because God has been HYPERgenerous with us.
TR: And the harvest in the lives of others includes that . . .
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. . . READ SLIDE
-- If we truly love Jesus, we will love His bride, the Church.
-- AND we will yearn for the unity that our Savior prayed for . . . that
we would be one, even as He and the Father are one.
-- I think sometimes we may be tempted to give to organizations that
know who gives what so that others long and pray specifically for us AS
INDIVIDUALS.
-- There may not be a way to keep “our right hands from knowing what
our left hands are doing” in acts of generosity . . .
-- . . . but the goal must be to do it humbly, making sure that the first
harvest is of glory and thanksgiving to God.
-- If we get bent out of joint because someone didn’t say thank you to
us, then our giving really wasn’t very generous.
TR: Verse 14, that we just read, speaks of the surpassing grace of God. I
mentioned last week that the word CHARIS is found 10 times in these
two chapters. It can mean GRACE but also THANKS. Let’s run back

through the chapters and see this overflow of grace . . .
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Back in chapter 8 we read . . . READ SLIDE
-- God’s grace is where it all starts
-- The Macedonians begged for the grace of taking part
TR: Then . . .

31

. . . Paul described the relief offering twice as an ACT OF GRACE.
TR: The Apostle then comes back to the headwaters of this
overflowing grace in verse 9
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READ SLIDE (verse 9)
-- Most of us would have missed sixth occurrence in verse 16, this
time translated, because of the context, as “thanks.”
TR: A few verses later . . .
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. . . Paul again refers to the special collection as an ACT OF GRACE.
-- Once again, the Apostle to the Gentiles circles back to the
source of our generosity in chapter 9:8 . . . READ SLIDE (verse 9:8)
TR: This ALL GRACE that gives ALL SUFFICIENCY is the same . . .
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. . . SURPASSING GRACE of verse 14.
-- The 10th occurrence in translated THANKS in the concluding,
pinnacle verse.
TR: What Paul has done, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
is help us start and end with God, the source of all grace.
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This calligraphy captures the core idea in verse 8 . . . REVIEW
SLIDE.
TR: Let’s think about the whole of chapters 8-9 . . .
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The first and preeminent act of grace was God sending His Son,
Who though He was rich, became poor, so that by His poverty we
might become rich.
TR: That grace then overflows . . .
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. . . into another act of grace . . . the grace of God providing us all
sufficiency so that we may abound in every good work.
-- I want to have antiphonal choirs saying . . . ALL, ALL, ALL and
EVERY, EVERY, EVERY
TR: Out of this All Sufficiency . . . yet another act of God’s grace . .
.
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. . . the grace of generosity. Remember, the Macedonians’ wealth
of generosity was a grace-gift given by God.
TR: From these cheerful, non-reluctant hearts of generosity,
there flows . . .
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. . . the grace of giving itself. Often Paul referred to the special
offerings as “an act of grace.”
TR: But it doesn’t even stop there. It comes full circle back to
God.
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Seen in the use of CHARIS in its meaning as THANKS . . .
-- . . . AND in the thanksgivings mentioned in verses 11-12 . . .
-- Grace yields the highest of all productivity . . . overflowing in
God-glorifying thanksgiving.
TR: Don’t forget the point . . .
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READ SLIDE
-- And all of us who are believers have been given sufficiently to
be generous . . . as verse 11 says, we have been enriched to be
generous.
TR: And if we are reluctant to be generous, our mouths pouring
forth excuses for our stinginess, it indicates that we are not . . .
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. . . tongue-tied by God’s gift . . . His INEXPRESSIBLE,
INDESCRIBABLE, UNSPEAKABLE, PRECIOUS BEYOND WORDS,
BEYOND DESCRIPTION WITH WORDS,
TOO WONDERFUL FOR WORDS gift!
The first step toward true generosity is to receive by faith God’s
greatest gift, His Son, Our Savior.

