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Digging Deeper 
John 11:45-53 

The purpose of this document is to help us take the word beyond our 
Sunday gathering and to think through the pract ical implicat ions of the 

Scriptures and then to be intent ional about l iving the word out .  

A Faithful & Fearless Friend 
John 11:5-8, 11, 14-15, 43-45; John 8:59; John 10:31-33 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Jesus received word that his friend was ill to the point of death. After hearing this news, his 
disciples still didn’t think it was a good idea for him to go to see about his friend that lived so 
close to Jerusalem. The last time Jesus was in Jerusalem the Jewish leaders were ready to stone 
him on two different occasions. It wasn’t that the disciples didn’t care about Lazarus, he was 
their friend too. They just didn’t want to see their King put in a deadly predicament. But even 
with the disciples not thinking it was a good idea and in the face of being stoned by the council, 
Jesus didn’t hesitate to head back to Jerusalem to see about the condition of his friend. He 
willingly and gladly put himself in harm’s way to help his friends. But this Jesus wasn’t just on a 
journey to heal Lazarus, he was also going to help the disciples believe.   
 

1. What did it feel like when you had someone stretch themselves in order to help you out 
of a difficult situation you were facing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is it difficult to stretch ourselves to care for someone in the way that Jesus cares 
for us? 

 
 
 
 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you to be a faithful and fearless friend like Christ... 

1. Recall the most significant moment when the Lord used someone to meet you at the 
point of your deepest and most desperate need. 

2. Identify someone who is having a difficult time (emotionally, spiritual or physically). 
a. Consider your strengths and limitations. 
b. Reach past your comforts and press into that person’s painful situation as the 

Lord leads and strengthens you to. 
3. If you are the one who is hurting, reach out to the family and allow someone to reach 

back to you. 
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Worthy Or Worthless  
John 11:46-48 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
There is no riding the fence when it comes to Jesus. Either he is God the Son or he is a lunatic. 
He can’t simply be a prophet or a good guy. The council realized this as they saw how Jesus was 
tearing the fabric of their world apart. To ignore Jesus would lead to their position, power, 
prestige and posterity being compromised. A decision had to be made on what to do with this 
guy claiming to be one with the Father. There were two camps to choose from: 1. commit to 
Christ or 2. kill the King. Many believed that Jesus was worthy of their life, but the Jewish 
leaders valued their status above the Savior. Rather than believe in the one who gave them life, 
they made plans to take his life. In moments of crisis or comfort, some believers have a 
tendency to act as if Christ isn’t worth their time. We must daily decide to commit to a Lord 
that is worthy of our entire life. 
  

1. With all the many things going on in your life, how do you determine what is worth your 
time and what isn’t? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is it so difficult to relinquish control and trust Christ with every area of our life?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you give Christ what he’s worthy of... 

1. Identify a few things in your life that have garnered a great deal of your attention and 
time (i.e. a new show, book, etc.). 

2. Determine to let something from that list go and take that time to read the Bible, pray 
and/or journal. 

3. Share with someone what happened when you decided to make the Lord your priority 
because you believe he is worthy of your life. 
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Positioned & Propelled toward Purpose 
John 11:49-53 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
No one likes pain. The dream for many is to have a life that is comfortable and filled with fun. 
But the reality is that pain is a part of the process for us to experience the promise that God has 
for us. The Jewish leaders planned to end a movement by killing Jesus, but the chief priests 
didn’t realize they were positioning Jesus to be propelled to fulfill his purpose. Their plan would 
bring about the promise of eternal life for generations upon generations. The Jewish leaders 
essentially became tools that were a part of seeing God make good on a word he spoke back in 
the Garden of Eden. When we are partners in God’s plan, the pain that others attempt to inflict 
only help to position us to be propelled to the purpose that God has for us. Jesus didn’t worry 
about the painful plans others were looking to perform and neither should those who trust and 
believe in him.    
 

1. How do you respond to attacks by people who are intentionally trying to make your life 
miserable?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How has the pain you experienced proved to be purposeful in helping you to draw 
closer to the Lord and grow in your faith and trust in him?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you pursue purpose in the midst of pain... 

1. Identify and write a few of the promises God makes to his children through the 
Scriptures. 

2. Spend at least 15 minutes every day reading and praying to the Lord for the next three 
months. 

3. Thank God for 10 things he is doing or has done in your life before you stop to complain 
about the one thing that is painful, uncomfortable, challenging, etc. 


	A Faithful & Fearless Friend
	Questions Worth Asking
	Steps Worth Taking

	Worthy Or Worthless
	Questions Worth Asking
	Steps Worth Taking

	Positioned & Propelled toward Purpose
	Questions Worth Asking
	Steps Worth Taking


