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The purpose of this document is to help us 

take the word beyond our Sunday gathering 

and to think through the practical 

implications of the Scriptures  and then to 

be intentional about living the word out .  
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Work It Out 
Philippians 2:12-13; Ephesians 2:4-10; 2 Peter 1:3-11; John 6:41-44 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
God has worked in us the longing to be in his presence and the desire to do what he 
commands. He has not done this by being a tyrannical leader that demands our submission. 
Rather, he has done this by revealing his glory and majesty to us through the sacrifice of his 
Son. And after having a taste of so sweet a salvation, the Father is calling us to work out what 
he has worked in. We aren’t being commanded to work to earn salvation. That is the gift God 
has given to those who accept Jesus as their Lord. As recipients of this great gift, however, 
there are good works that we are created and commanded to do. And it is our responsibility as 
participants in the gospel to work out the good works that God has prepared beforehand for us 
to do. So, while works won’t save us, being saved does require that we do the good work of 
God. Salvation isn’t a spectator sport; we need to get in the “game” and be busy about our 
Father’s business. 
 

1. What things/pursuits had your attention and focus prior to coming to Christ? 
Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• What were you willing to do for those things (that weren’t of God) that you desired? 
• How did you feel when you achieved the goal that you pursued, and how long did the 

feeling last? 

• What did you learn about pursuing temporal things as a result of its fleeting feeling of 
fulfillment? 

 
2. Why should the gift of salvation change the promise that you are looking to pursue?  

Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• How are you being intentional about working out the gift that God has given you? 
• Why does it seem to be so easy in our culture to forget about the gift given and to stop 

working it out? 
• How does knowing God and focusing on God help you to continue to work out your gift in 

spite of sacrifice or suffering? 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some steps that will help you work out the gift that God has worked in. ... 

1. Share your “But God” story with a family member or friend. Remember why you made 
the choice to serve the Lord. 

2. Share an encouraging word with someone that is hurting/going through a hardship. 
Encouraging someone else is a great reminder to us of the comfort and joy we have in 
Christ.  

3. Allow yourself to be inconvenienced helping someone else meet a need. 
4. Serve where needed not just where desired. Contact Phil Lauria and see where you can 

get plugged in if you are a Vintage Durham family member. 
  

mailto:phil.lauria@vintagenc.com?subject=Serving%20the%20Family
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No Dimmer Switch 
Philippians 2:14-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18; Matthew 5:14-20 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
At times, we like to set the mood in the room. A dimmer switch helps us to allow the lighting to 
be soft at times for quiet reflection or bright for focused reading. The Lord has one mode that 
he is looking to set in this world. He wants the light of his love on full throttle so that others 
may know that the Father has sent the Son to save people from sin. The gift that we have been 
given affords us the opportunity to shine bright so others might see the gift available to them. 
The effectiveness of our evangelism will be directly affected by the attitude in which we serve. 
We are commanded not to complain and argue in anything that we do. All that we do should 
be done with joy because we are in partnership with God. Complaining and arguing will cause 
us to have blemishes that stand to dim the light that should be shining bright through us. If we 
are going to be blameless and innocent (effectively sharing the shine) we need to cut out 
complaining and arguing. We must be of full accord and of one mind (Philippians 2:2) 
  

1. In what ways has a poor perspective impacted the way you responded to a 
circumstance(s) in your life? 

Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• How has your attitude affected the way other people responded to their circumstances? 
• Why do circumstances often times determine our attitude/perspective? 
• How have you seen complaining impact someone else’s perception or understanding about 

partnering with Christ? 
 
 

2. How does partnering with Christ help you to be grateful even in hurtful times?  
Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• In what ways has a positive perspective impacted the way you responded to a 
circumstance(s) in your life? 

• Why is it that being positive in painful times encourages other people to hold on to the Lord 
when they are going through trials? 

• In what ways has knowing God caused you to take on things that you would have avoided 
before? 

 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some steps that will help you to keep the lights shining bright... 

1. Stop complaining about what you are going through and thank God for what he has 
brought you through. 

2. Forgive someone that has hurt you. Holding a grudge dims our light. 
3. Apologize to someone that feels like you have wronged them (even if it was perceived 

pain) and be loving towards that individual.  
  



 4 

Hold On 
Philippians 2:16-18; Matthew 24:9-14; 1 Corinthians 9:24-26; 1 Corinthians 15:56-58; 
Revelations 21 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Executing the plan of the Lord comes with a promise for those who hold on. Our labor of love 
will not be in vain. While working out our salvation will bring about sacrifice and suffering, 
there will be no regrets for the one who trust in the Redeemer. The persecution may be 
plentiful; the naysayers will be many; the suffering will be significant, but our reward is sure if 
our faith remains firm. Even though the fullness of our reward has a future delivery date, which 
is unknown by us, because we know God makes good on his promise, we can rejoice right now. 
And this awareness of the sureness of our hope should fuel us to live out our faith in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation. May we be those that change the environment around us 
and not be infected by the world system that surrounds us. Holding fast to Christ will ensure 
that we are running well and not allowing our circumstances to trip us up.  
  

1. Why don’t we expect a medal if we only run half of a race and never cross the finish 
line? 

Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• How do you train knowing that you have to finish the race in order to get a medal? 

• What causes people to quit in the middle of a race (consider the spiritual parallels)? 

• What causes people to endure even though they may be hurting in the middle of a race 
(consider the spiritual parallels)? 

 
2. Why should the promise of a crown (our labor not in vain) cause you to celebrate in 

times of crises? 
Digging Deeper Discussion: 

• What decision(s) have you made that makes it seem like the future reward is less significant 
than a release from the suffering? 

• What about knowing Jesus (the word of life) helps us to hold on until the end? 
• What confidence will you have in your hope if you continue to hold on to your help? 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some steps that will help you hold on to Christ... 

1. Read and meditate on Revelations 21.   
a. Write down the promise awaiting those who endure until the end. 

2. Read and meditate on Hebrews 12. 
a. Consider what Christ has endured and the unshakeable kingdom that he 

promises to those who will follow in his footsteps until the end. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelations+21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12&version=ESV
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