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The purpose of this document is to help us 

take the word beyond our Sunday gathering 

and to think through the practical 

implications of the Scriptures and then to 

be intentional about living the word out .  
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A Giving God 
John 5:19-21; 2 Peter 3:8-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Jesus knew why he was walking the earth. It wasn’t to make a name for himself. If that was his 
agenda, he had the ability to do whatever he wanted, whenever he wanted, however he 
wanted. Instead, Jesus made it clear that he was doing what he saw the Father doing. God the 
Son made a conscious decision to copy God the Father. The driving force for the Son to make 
this choice and keep this commitment was the love relationship that he shared with the Father. 
Therefore, doing the will of the Father was not a burden but rather a joy. And the Father’s will 
is that all would be saved and none perish, so the Son would gladly make a way by which his 
Father’s treasured creation could reconnect with him. The Son was sent to give life to those 
willing to receive it, and he would give his life to ensure people had the means by which they 
could be redeemed. Like the Son with the Father, we too must be willing to give our life (die to 
self) so that others can find life in Christ.  
 

1. Why is it so difficult to set aside our ideas and totally surrender to leadership that the 
Lord puts in place? 

Digging Deeper: 

• What causes people to feel like copying is a constraint to being their true selves? 
• How have you seen an unwillingness to follow godly-leaders derail someone from receiving 

a desirable outcome? 

• Why is dependence something we are striving to ride ourselves of? 
 

2. How has experiencing the love of Christ changed your willingness to lay aside personal 
comfort and pick up your cross?  

Digging Deeper: 

• Why has making a choice to follow Christ compelled you to give up some things you were 
previously pursuing? 

• How has keeping your commitment to follow Christ increased your confidence in 
faithfulness of the Father? 

• What has seeing God’s love lived out through others meant to you on this journey with 
Jesus? 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some steps that will help you gladly give of your life so that others might find Christ... 

1. Pray for people that are broken and lost. 
2. Consider the ramifications of a person that is living contrary to the commands of Christ. 
3. Remember how you were before Christ and how much you have changed only because 

of meeting the Messiah. May we all be more compassionate to the broken (hurting 
brothers and sisters) and lost (sinners). 
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A Game-Changing Gift 
 

Questions Worth Asking 

Giving Honor  (John 5:22-23; Matthew 13:1-9,18-23) 
It was the will of God the Father that all would honor his Son the same way they honor him. 
The Father ensured his honor would be given to the Son by giving people access to his love, 
grace and mercy through Jesus Christ. So if someone doesn’t bow in honor before the Son, 
they won’t be able to stand before the Father. Rejection of the Son leads to being rejected 
by the Father. It is imperative that we continue to humble ourselves and demonstrate our 
honor for the Son by doing what he says. 

• Why is it imperative to submit to the word of God in order to experience the peace 
of God in our lives? 

 

Living Forever Right Now (John 5:24a; Matthew 7:24-27) 
Social media has been taken over by #livingmybestlife. People are searching for and/or 
pursuing what they feel will bring them meaning and purpose in this breathe of a lifespan. 
Jesus lets us know that if we trust and obey him that we have #eternallife. Eternal life is not 
promised to be given in some far off and distant land or time. If we believe in Jesus’ word 
and the Father, we have eternal life. So the believer shouldn’t be searching for something 
to fulfill them in this life. We have been filled with the Holy Spirit and sealed for home, 
heaven. Therefore, we are living our best life today because we are living for Christ.  

• How does the reality of being in an eternal love relationship with Jesus right now 
change your perspective on pursing something that many think will make us feel 
better right now? 

 

The Great Escape (John 5:24b) 
Judgement will come to all who reject the Son. But those who accept and obey the Son, 
have been acquitted of their sins and will not experience judgement. Believers are taken off 
death row and released into a glorious population by the Redeemer. The person who has a 
full sense of the severity of their sin situation and their proximity to death will respond 
differently when exonerated of all charges and released from bondage. The believer has 
passed from a death sentence to an eternal existence with the Father. The Son now 
requires us to let others know about the opportunity they have to be set free. 

• Why should passing from death to life fuel a passion in the believer to see others 
make the same transition? 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
1. Giving Honor – following others is seen as weakness, questioning authority is common 

place. Submit to those that God has put in leadership with respect and courtesy.  
2. Living Forever Right Now – we are being conditioned to find our joy in things rather 

than Jesus and are finding ourselves looking for more rather than seeking the Lord. Line 
your pursuits up with the word. Let go of whatever doesn’t line up. 

3. The Great Escape – be strategic about helping someone who is on death row escape. Be 
a pen pal, pray for them, send a weekly text, etc. Let them feel that they are loved and 
then share that truth with them when they have been softened up.  
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A Glorious Future 
 

Questions Worth Asking  

The Time is Now (John 5:25-26, Hebrews 3:12-4:2, Romans 8:1-8) 
John the Baptist let it be known that the Lord came to take away the sin of the world (John 
1:29). And Jesus made it clear that the time was now for people to respond to his voice. 
There was a sense of urgency to respond to the call of the Lord to come out of darkness and 
into the marvelous light. Those who heard and responded passed from death (sin) to life 
(salvation) in him. And the change was not gradual. The time to come to Christ is now and 
the time to change is now. The word of God is still life-giving and demands a response.  

• How does the realization of the life-giving power of God’s word drive you to respond 
to it right away and with the right attitude? 

 

A Time is Coming (John 5:27-28, John 14:1-4) 
While Jesus made it clear that now was the time to respond to his word, he also 
communicated that our right now decision would have an eternal impact. How we respond 
to Jesus will determine if we experience joy or judgement when he returns. The 
understanding of our future outcome should determine our present decisions. We must not 
be narrow-sighted and make choices based on momentary pleasure. Like an athlete striving 
for a championship, we must be willing to sacrifice knowing that a time is coming when we 
will get our reward.   

• How does the joy of hearing Jesus’ voice and experiencing eternity with him give you 
the strength to ignore the enemies temptation to sin? 

 

Good vs Evil (John 5:29, Hebrews 12:1-3, Matthew 24:9-14) 
This isn’t a marvel comic movie, but the outcome is the same. The good guys win and the 
evil people lose. Those who accept and obey the voice of the Lord are considered good. Not 
because we are perfect, but because the blood is sufficient and we are obedient. The evil 
guys will be separated from their creator because they rejected the voice of the Lord. At this 
point there will be no do-overs, no retries. Now is the time to get ready for the time that is 
coming. We don’t need to wait to be good to come to Jesus. We must come to Jesus to be 
made holy and do good in response to the love he has for us and we have for him.  

• Why should a future outcome matter more than momentary pleasure when making 
present day decisions? 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
1. The Time is Now – obey the leading of the Holy Spirit and let go of the thing that he has 

been prompting you to. You know what it is.  
2. A Time is Coming – be willing to sacrifice present comfort for the future hope. Stretch 

yourself this week and love someone in a way that will bless them. 
3. Good vs Evil – continue to do good. Identify a command of God in the word of God that 

you have been challenged by and do it. The good trust and obey their Savior.   
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