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John 21:1-19 
The purpose of this document is to help us 
take the word beyond our Sunday gathering 

and to think through the practical 
implications of the Scriptures and then to 

be intent ional about l iving the word out .  

 Answers should be thoughtful and 
thorough to ensure we are truly      

DIGGING DEEPER. 
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Recognizing the Redeemer 
John 21:1-14 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
While the disciples knew that their Messiah was alive, they weren’t in regular communion with 
him like they had been prior to his crucifixion. In the eight days following the crucifixion, the 
disciples saw Jesus twice. Now they were back in their hometown of Galilee filled with a range 
of emotions and a rather basic necessity...food. As the disciples ventured out to catch some 
fish, they had an experience that reminded them of an encounter they had nearly three years 
ago. While they couldn’t tell who was speaking to them based on appearance, it was clear 
based on approach that Jesus was showing himself for the third time. The venue may have 
been different from when they saw Jesus the first two times and the circumstances weren’t the 
same as when Jesus did something like that before, but the changes weren’t going to cause 
them to miss out on their encounter with Christ.  
 

1. How has your expectation of the way you thought God would move cause you to miss 
out on or be disappointed in the way God actually moved? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How has recognizing a move of God changed your perception and/or position on a 
situation and/or circumstance you were facing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you see the Savior and respond rightly... 

1. Read through the Bible in a year.  
There is no better way to recognize how the Lord moves than to see how he has moved. 
He is the same yesterday today and forever more. Get to know God through his word. 

2. Speak with someone who is faithfully following the Lord to learn how they have come to 
see the Savior and respond rightly to him.  



 3 

Restored to the Redeemer 
John 21:15-17; 20:21; Luke 22:54-62 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
On three different occasions Peter rejected the Redeemer on the night that he was crucified. 
Rather than face persecution for being a follower of Jesus, Peter chose to protect himself from 
the pain that the council was looking to inflict. When Peter realized what he had done, he was 
cut to his core that he didn’t stand with the Savior. Now he was standing before the resurrected 
King being asked three times where his loyalty lies. Peter was clear that he loved his Lord. But it 
didn’t seem like Christ was convinced. But it wasn’t because Christ didn’t believe Peter, it was 
rather to convince Peter that he was not rejected. The Redeemer was reconciling Peter to a 
relationship that he so confidently enjoyed before rejecting his Lord. Peter was restored to a 
relationship with Jesus. This was probably something Peter could never have imagined after 
what happened on that miserable Thursday. The Redeemer restores.  
  

1. What has caused you to turn away from the word of God and/or the leading of the Holy 
Spirit?  

(Promotion, friends, status, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Who or what did the Lord use to help you realize that the mistakes you made in life 
(pre/post salvation) where not your defining decision?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you walk in the love Jesus has for you... 

1. Read and meditate on Psalm 103. 
2. Release yourself of any areas of unforgiveness that you are holding on to (Matthew 

6:14-15). 
a. Forgive those who have wronged you; & 
b. Ask for forgiveness from those you have wronged.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A14-15&version=ESV
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Released by the Redeemer 
John 21:18-19; Acts 2:36-39, 3:17-21; 5:40-42 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Jesus told Peter to follow in his footsteps. After experiencing the fruit of reconciliation, Peter 
was released to share the message of restoration that he so graciously received. Jesus shared 
the good news with the least and the lost. He was willing to sacrifice power and comfort to 
ensure that the helpless were able to receive the message of hope. Jesus painted no rosy, fluffy 
picture. He informed Peter that this journey would cost him his life. At the call from Jesus and 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, Peter went from running from the council to running for Christ. 
He would be willing to give his life for the cause of Christ. Jesus’ resurrection and ministry of 
reconciliation was not accomplished and extended so that believers can mock a lost world and 
a defeated foe. Rather, Jesus did what he did so that we can be in right relationship with the 
Father and show others that they can come to know their Creator too. We have been saved and 
sent to show others there is a Savior worth serving.  If we believe this to be true, then we must 
be willing to give our very life for this cause. 
  

1. What dream, idea, longing, etc. do you feel would be too much for Christ to ask you to 
give up in order to spread the gospel?  

(This is a good time to think about what is causing you to question the love of the Lord, what 
has you feeling angry with God, what is the source of your frustration with the Savior, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How do you think your life would look if you had that which you’ve been dreaming 
about, fantasying over, longing for, etc. but didn’t have God and vice versa?  

(Wrestle with this one really well.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you live life with and for the Lord... 

1. Read and meditate on:  
a. Exodus 33:12-16; &  
b. Deuteronomy 28. 

2. Recall a time you were “happy” without Jesus and the fleeting nature of that moment. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+33%3A12-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+28&version=ESV
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