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Digging Deeper 
John 20:1-29 

The purpose of this document is to help us take the word beyond our 
Sunday gathering and to think through the pract ical implicat ions of the 

Scriptures and then to be intent ional about l iving the word out .  

The Missing Messiah??? 
John 20:1-14, 19, 24-25 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
What can be worse than seeing Jesus Christ crucified? Followers of Jesus woke up to a 
devastating revelation on Sunday morning. They saw an empty tomb and presumed that the 
Lord’s body was stolen. There was much weeping, worrying and confusion over the realization 
that Jesus wasn’t in the grave. The disciples found themselves filled with fear and doubt. They 
were hiding from the people that killed and potentially kidnapped the body of Christ. For the 
followers of Jesus, Sunday morning wasn’t a day of celebration and joy that the Redeemer has 
risen. The lack of celebration at the sight of the empty tomb was due to the fact that the 
followers of Jesus didn’t understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Many 
people know the Bible, and even believe in Jesus, but a lack of understanding leads to a 
response that keeps us from enjoying the wonder of God’s miraculous work.  
 

1. How has understanding caused you to see God’s handiwork in what you previously 
viewed as a terrible situation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How has understanding the Scriptures helped to change your perspective and/or 
response in difficult and trying times? 

 
 
 
 

 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you hold on to Christ no matter what... 

1. Commit to consistently coming to a Sunday gathering of believers (Hebrews 11:19-25). 
2. Be intentional about connecting in meaningful community: 

a. Join a faith family 
b. Serve the body of believers 
c. Join a community group 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10&version=ESV
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Seeing the Savior 
John 20:15-18, 20, 26-27; 29, Romans 10:9-17 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
The disciples were distraught when they didn’t see Jesus in the tomb. The empty tomb was so 
devastating that the initial interaction with Jesus wasn’t enough to open their eyes to the 
miracle of the moment. Mary didn’t recognize the risen Redeemer until he called her name. 
The disciples didn’t see the risen Redeemer until he showed them his wounds. Their 
understanding of what happened on Sunday morning had changed when their eyes were 
opened. They went from devastated to delighted that the tomb was empty. Seeing the Savior 
helped them to understand the Scripture. It put into view what Jesus had been telling them 
about his death and resurrection all along. Jesus says that we too would be able to see him and 
respond rightly to the empty tomb by hearing his word. This understanding of the finished work 
of the cross and the resurrection of our Redeemer would change our countenance and help us 
to come out of hiding.  
  

1. What was it that helped your eyes to be opened so that you could see the Savior and 
respond rightly to him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is it that causes you to be blind to seeing Jesus standing right before your eyes?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you keep Christ before your eyes... 

1. Read and meditate on John 16-20. 
2. Start or remain consistent with a plan to read through the Bible in a year (this doesn’t 

have to be a calendar year, so you can start today). 
3. Keep a journal where you can capture (at least weekly) what the Lord is speaking and 

doing in your life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16-20&version=ESV
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