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2 Timothy 1:1-14 
The purpose of this document is to help us 
take the word beyond our Sunday gathering 

and to think through the practical 
implications of the Scriptures and then to 

be intent ional about l iving the word out .  

 Answers should be thoughtful and 
thorough to ensure we are truly      

DIGGING DEEPER. 
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A Faith that Fans 
2 Timothy 1:5-7 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Paul was absolutely convinced that Timothy’s faith was the real deal. It was this conviction 
regarding Timothy’s confession that caused Paul to encourage his son to not simply sit on the 
gift that God has given him. Rather, Timothy was reminded to build up the fire that was burning 
on the inside. It is easy to look at the detractors that surround us and to play-it-safe by keeping 
our faith undercover. But with the Lord soon to return and the days waxing worse, Paul tells 
Timothy now isn’t the time to be fearful. This is a time to remain faithful and fan the flame. 
Timothy has the greatest support system in the universe to see this reminder become a reality. 
God gave him a spirit of power, love and self-discipline. In this Western culture, we are told to 
coexist. That is not what the Lord tells us to do. He doesn’t want us to blend in with the world. 
On the contrary, he wants us to fan the flame so others can be warmed by his love.  
 

1. What has caused you to “play-it-safe” and keep your confession of faith undercover? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How can you be more intentional about being a good stewardship of the gifts (time, 
talent, and/or treasure) that God has entrusted to you?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you fan the flame... 

1. Read and meditate on 1 Peter 4:7-11; Romans 12:6-8. 
2. Use your time, treasure and talent to serve the local gathering of believers God has 

called you to. 
a. Identify which of the three “T’s” you aren’t building up or allowing yourself to be 

stretched in. 
b. Be intentional about increasing your service in that area (even 1% is increase). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A7-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A6-8&version=ESV
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A Faith that Fights 
2 Timothy 1:8, 12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
Now that the flame is fanned, we must let it shine for the world to see. But sharing the shine of 
the Lord’s love comes with a cost. Paul knew this very well as his second letter to Timothy was 
written from a Roman prison with an awareness that martyrdom was on the horizon. One may 
think a loving father would tell their son to lay low until the persecution dies down. Paul tells 
Timothy to do the exact opposite. Paul doesn’t want Timothy to shy away or be ashamed of 
Christ, who was crucified like a common criminal, or his father in the faith that is behind bars 
for sharing the shine. He gives Timothy a directive to share in suffering for the gospel. While the 
council may seem crazy to one who doesn’t know Christ, Paul knows that it is practical and 
possible for the one who trust in the power of God. Timothy is to rely on the Lord’s power to 
endure hardship like a good soldier. Letting our light shine will require us to lay our life down. 
The reality is, we are sometimes our greatest distraction from being a dedicated disciple. 
  

1. What (past, present or future) have you allowed to snuff out your flame and leave you 
hiding rather than fighting the good fight of faith?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was your walk with the Lord like during the season (past, present or future) in 
your life when you would have gladly charged the gates of hell with a water pistol if 
Jesus sent you?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you fight the good fight of faith... 

1. Read and meditate on Hebrews 11. 
2. Consider the win/lose record of God. 

a. Pick which team you will join (God vs. World-System). 
3. Begin praying for a non-believing family member, neighbor, co-worker, etc. 

a. Be intentional in loving on that one in deed. 
b. Pounce when you have the opportunity to share the gospel with words.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=ESV
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A Faith that Follows 
2 Timothy 1:13-14 
 

Questions Worth Asking 
We aren’t being called to blaze a trail but to believe the truth. Paul wasn’t telling Timothy to do 
something that has never been done before. He was charging him to copy the path that had 
been placed before him. Paul encouraged believers to follow him as he followed Christ. In what 
may have been one of his final letters ever written, Paul is telling Timothy to follow his example 
and his teaching. Paul didn’t leave gray areas for Timothy to determine what he thought a 
disciple looks like. Timothy knew what it looked like to live for the Lord. He had seen it and 
heard it from Paul. And now Paul was reminding him to line up with the truth. Timothy’s 
response was expected not be “sometimey” or based on convenience. He was to faithfully 
follow the doctrine of Truth in the same unwavering way as Jesus. Are you living a life worth 
following? The only way to say yes is if we are faithfully following the sound words preached 
and taught from the word of God. 
  

1. How have your feelings impacted the way that you follow?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How have you seen regularly reading the word, praying God’s word and gathering with 
believers in worship to impact the way you or others follow?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steps Worth Taking 
Here are some suggested steps that will help you follow the leader that God has sent you... 

1. We can’t hold on if we don’t hear (online doesn’t count if we are physically able to 
participate in worship). Make a commitment to gather with believers in worship weekly. 
(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

2. Preaching to the choir (but worth repeating regularly):  
a. Participate in Community Groups 
b. Do the Digging Deeper Document 
c. Read through the Bible annually (there are many great apps to choose from) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A19-25&version=ESV
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