
 

 

Dear Life Group Leaders, 
John wrote his Gospel to show us who Jesus is. In this section we read what Jesus’ early followers thought about Him, and also what 
Jesus thought about them. There’s loads to cover, and lots to enjoy! 
God bless,  
Roger                   (This week’s Life Group Guide is brought to you by Roger Newberry, a Life Group Leader in our Wimbledon Venue) 

 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
John 1:35-51 

 
This Week’s BIG IDEA: How do we respond to Jesus?  
Please read John 1:35-51. 

 
1. v35-36, what do these verses tell us about John the Baptist? 

[Leaders note: cf John 3v30, he is actively fulfilling this desire to decrease so that Jesus will increase.]  
 

2. v36-37, John the Baptist points to Jesus and says “Look, the Lamb of God!” and two of his disciples 
start following Jesus. In what ways are you looking to Jesus in your life? In what ways are you 
responding Jesus? How are you actively pointing others towards Him? 

 
3.  v38, how might you respond to Jesus’ question “What are you looking for?”  

 
4. v38-42, how did Jesus respond to these disciples?  

[Leaders note: He freely accepted them, he invited them to accompany him.] 
 

5. v37-41, how did the disciples respond to Jesus? What is there about Jesus that caused them to 
respond in these ways? 

[Leaders note: They called Him teacher, they had time for Him, wanted to be with Him, they found 
others and invited them to meet Jesus.] 
 

6. v39, how might you respond to Jesus’ invitation to “Come and see”? 
 

7. v42, what does Jesus’ statement about Peter tell us about Jesus? What does that tell us about how He 
looks on us and knows us? 
 

8. v43-45, how does Philip respond to Jesus? What was his emotional response to Jesus? 
[Leaders note: Not only is he keen to follow Jesus, but he invites a friend to join him following Jesus.] 
 

9. v46, Nathaniel had a preconception that meant he dismissed Jesus because of His origin. What are 
modern day perceptions that cause people to dismiss Jesus?   

[Leaders note: Think through what you have heard as other’s reasons for not seeking to know. Note 
that Philip was not put off by Nathaniel’s dismissive comment.] 

 
10. v46, what are ways in which can we invite others to come and see Jesus? 

 

11. v47-50, Nathaniel was clearly awed by Jesus’ knowledge of Him. How do you respond to the fact 
that Jesus sees you and knows the details of your life? 

 
12. Take a few minutes to reflect individually. Knowing that Jesus sees the whole of your life, is there 

anything you want to confess to Him and receive forgiveness for? Who do you declare Jesus to be? 
 

13. v51, what is Jesus talking about in this verse?   
[Leaders note: Jesus is referring back to Genesis 28, where Jacob saw a staircase into God’s 
presence. Jacob named that place Bethel, meaning ‘House of God’. See John 1:14 and John 14:6. 
Jesus is saying that he is the new Bethel, through whom people can access God.] 

 

14. We’ve covered a lot of ground today… take a moment to reflect back through this study, what one 
thing would you like to focus on to apply to your own life? 


