
Dear Life Group Leaders, 
Welcome to Week 8 of our John series. This week we’ll be looking at John the Baptist and how his ministry paved the way for the 
beginning of Jesus’s ministry. At this stage of the story John the Baptist has been baptising people (including Jesus) in the Jordan river 
and has built up quite a following, but John lays all this aside and teaches about Jesus’ divinity. John shares his message about the 
kingdom of God being near and calling people to repent and be baptised. During this study we’ll explore the rich symbolism of 
baptism and how Jesus calls us to follow in his footsteps and be filled with the Holy Spirit. I hope by the end of this study we get to 
marvel at the real Jesus and eagerly desire the gifts he has to offer us today.   
God bless, 
Emeka                                          (This week’s Life Group Guide is brought to you by Emeka Maddy, who is an elder in our Sutton venue) 
 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
John 3:22-36 

 
This Week’s BIG IDEA: We can be filled with the Spirit without limit, just like Jesus. 
Please read John 3:22-36.  
  

1. The first thing we notice from v22-25 is that the main activity taking place is people being baptised. Can 
anyone explain why it is so important to get baptised?  What symbolism is involved in baptism?  

[Leaders note: Baptism is an outward sign of cleansing reflecting the inward repentance of sin. It pictures 
a person dying, being buried with Christ and being raised to new life with him.] 

 
2. Please read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What does it mean to be a new creation and how does baptism play a 

role in this?  
[Leaders note: The submersion in water and emergence from water symbolises one joining with Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, hence you have the power to the newness of life he provides.] 

 
3. In v23, what is the significance of people coming from the nearby area (Aenon near Salim) to be 

baptised? What was the key message John the Baptist preached and how is it a challenge to us today?  
[Leaders note: John declared that the kingdom of God is near so people came out to the wilderness to 
repent and be baptised. This is highly relevant as no matter where we are or where we live, people will 
respond to the gospel if we are prepared to share it.]   

 
4. v26, what is the complaint of John’s disciple? What is he concerned about?  

[Leaders note: he is concerned about competition from Jesus’ ministry, that he is taking John’s followers!] 
 

5. v27-30, why does John refer to Jesus as the bridegroom? What is John’s role as the bridegroom’s friend? 
[Leaders note: See Eph 5:25-27 and Rev 19:7. Jesus is being referred to as the long awaiting 
king/Messiah. That the Kingdom of God is now here is a cause for celebration. John’s role is to rejoice 
with the groom. It’s Jesus’ day not John’s!] 

                        
6. Read v30 one after another. Where is this a reality in your life?  

 
7. v27-36, what do we learn about Jesus in these verses?  

[Leaders note: loads of things! E.g. that Jesus is the creator, sustainer, and saviour.] 
 

8. Like Jesus, we have been given the Spirit without limit. One of the benefits of being filled with the Spirit is 
that we’re given spiritual gifts. Which spiritual gifts are you drawn to? How can we encourage one 
another to exercise these gifts?  

[Leaders note: Encourage the group to either identify a gift that they possess or one they wish to have 
and pray into that. Also leave space for praise and worship so your Life Group can put this into practice.] 

 
9. Let v36 stir you to worship. A couple of suggested songs:  

a. Forever he is glorified by Kari Jobe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6duzVn5M6E  
b. This I believe the creed by Hillsong https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRzI_FbWTkg  

[Leaders note: Leave space to exercising spiritual gifts/pray for one another to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Encourage bold step of faith throughout the week and during the next Sunday service.]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6duzVn5M6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRzI_FbWTkg

