
Dear Life Group Leaders, 
We’re back in John 4! There are two miracles to explore in today’s passage, and I’m aware there’s a lot of ground to cover. So, do 
take time to plan this Bible study for your Life Group. What areas might you like to spend more time exploring? Feel free to drop 
questions that might distract you from more important areas for your Life Group to study. After all, this is just a guide! 
Stay strong, take care and God bless,  
Andy                              (This week’s Life Group Guide is brought to you by Andy Tuck, who is on the staff team of our Wimbledon venue)           

 
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

John 4:46-5:16 
 

This Week’s BIG IDEA: Taking Jesus at his word.  
 

1. It’s been a few weeks since we’ve been in this part of John’s Gospel. What highlights can you remember 
from the first four chapters? 

 
Please read John 4:46-5:16.  
 

2. Our passage today parallels two miracles, the 2nd and 3rd signs John records in his Gospel. We’ll take 
each of these miracles in turn. v46-47, what circumstances brought this royal official to Jesus?   

 
3. Are there people of whom you only see their prestige and power, but not their spiritual need? What 

would change if you remembered that few are without difficulties and no one is without sin? 
 

4. v48, what do you make of Jesus’ answer to the royal official? 
 

5. What would you say to someone who said: “I’d believe in Jesus if he did a miracle right in front of me”? 
 

6. v49-50, what is the response of the royal official to Jesus in these verses? 
[Leaders note: make sure you notice both his plea and his trust in the answer given.]   

 
7. Are there situations in your life that you need to bring to Jesus? Are you able to take Jesus at his word? 

What promises or teachings of Jesus do you need to trust and hold on to today? 
 

8. v51-53, this story ends happily for the royal official and his family. What has been the royal official’s 
progression through these verses since v46? 

[Leaders note: v47, seeking. v50, taking Jesus at his word. v53, believing.] 
 

9. Let’s turn our attention to John 5:1-16. Can someone summarise the story of these few verses?  
 

10. How might the omission of v4 increase our confidence in scripture?  
[Leaders note: the number and early age of the manuscripts we have enables us to spot later additions to 
the text, giving us great confidence in what was originally written.]   

 
11. v16, the Pharisees can’t get over the fact that Jesus broke one of their Sabbath rules. Do you ever 

elevate particular rules – perhaps made for very good reasons – above loving and serving Jesus? 
 

12. v14, what is the “something worse” that Jesus mentions here?  
[Leaders note: Jesus is referring to God’s judgement to come. You might find it helpful to reference a 
later miracle in John 9:1-3 where Jesus breaks a decisive link between sin and all suffering. So, though 
we have to say that sin could be the cause of suffering, sin is not necessarily the cause.]   

 
13. This healed man doesn’t come across to well in this story. Are you in danger of living with spiritual 

ingratitude? What would your prayer life suggest as the answer to that question? 
 

14. In what circumstances in your own life do you find it hard to believe that God could be at work? How do 
these two stories encourage you?  


